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Per past Board direction, this is 
part 1 of 3 presentations
1. History and Background – Today’s subject

2. Alternatives Considered – Oct. meeting 

3. Costs and financing – Nov. meeting







Desalination Background
• Mid 1990s – original desalination project designed
• 1999-2000 – value engineering of earlier design
• 1999 - Local Citizen’s Committee confirms support
• 2000 – Advisory ballot supports desalination
• 2001 – 2004 Draft Water Master Plan Reports:

– Potable water distribution improvements, recycled 
water, & long-term supply

• 2006 – WRDA Project Cooperation Agreement with 
Army Corps; $10.3 million Federal, with 75/25 
Federal/Local participation

• 2008 – WRDA,  $3 million local credit authorization



Why we are pursuing 
desalination

• Reliable supply during dry seasons & drought

• Additional source enhances fire protection

• Maintains threatened & endangered species 



Reliable Supply During Dry Seasons & Drought

• No imported water source

• Dry season demand increases 
(e.g., tourism) at a time when 
local supplies are diminished.

• Dry season and winter 
recharge vary - without 
recharge (multi-year drought), 
saltwater intrusion could occur.

• Drought surcharge penalties 
used to curb demand

Aquifer level vs. Month



From the Governor Advisory 
Drought Planning Panel Oct. 2000

• "Critical water shortage Contingency Plan“
• On Page 3-10 titled  "Rural Self-supplied 

water users" .. (That’s Us)

"Past droughts demonstrated that self-supplied water users 
in rural areas experience the greatest public and health 
impacts. There are virtually no existing programs to 
assist such users"



Recent picture from Kern             
County Fire Dept...

Added Water Source During Fire



Cambria has a long urban-
wildland fire interface

May never have enough water for a major 
conflagration, however,
– Desalinated water has an infinitely sized 

storage reservoir for its supply source (I.e., 
The Pacific Ocean)

– Would augment existing aquifer water, which 
could already be at low levels due to fire 
season typically coinciding with the driest 
periods.  



Environmental Concerns
• Water is a shared resource

• Critical habitat for steelhead rules out 
certain supply approaches, such as in-
stream dams

• Steelhead recovery planning could further  
limit aquifer use  

Environmental
Agriculture

Residential & 
Commercial



Questions?
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