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(b)  Special Status Plant Species

Of the 24 sensitive plant species potentially present within the Cambria area, only two were
observed within the East FRP (refer to Table V-5). These species are Monterey pine and
Cambria morning-glory. Additional plant species are considered as potentially present, but were
not observed during focused botanical surveys conducted in 2005 by Morro Group, Inc. Known
sensitive plant species locations on the East FRP are shown on Figure V-8.

(c) Special Status Wildlife Species

Of the nine sensitive wildlife species potentially present within the Cambria area, none were
observed within the East FRP during biological surveys conducted in 2005 (refer to Table V-5).
Previous surveys conducted on the site and CNDDB listings document the presence of steelhead,
western pond turtle, two-striped garter snake, and tidewater goby in association with Santa Rosa
Creek, and the presence of numerous bird and raptor species in forest and grassland areas.
American badger and Monterey dusky-footed (Santa Lucia) woodrat were not observed during
surveys; however, based on information from local biologist Galen B. Rathbun, this species have
been observed on the FRP. Additional wildlife species are considered as potentially present, but
were not observed during surveys conducted in 2005 by Morro Group.

3. THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of potential biological impacts are based on thresholds identified within
Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, which provides the following thresholds for determining
impact significance with respect to biological resources. Biological impacts would be
considered significant if the proposed project would:

e Substantially affect a rare or endangered species;

e Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community;

e Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section
404 of the Clean Water Act;

e Interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory species of wildlife
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors;

e Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources;

e Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan;

e Reduce the long term viability of native plant, fish or wildlife populations;

e Reduce species diversity or numbers of species;

e Introduce invasive plant or animal species.

4. IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND METHODOLOGY

Impact assessment focused on identifying potential impacts associated with implementation of
the project, and was based on details presented within the project description. Potential impacts
were expected to occur where proposed construction or development activities would result in
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temporary or permanent modification of sensitive communities or habitats occupied or
potentially occupied by special-status species. Impacts to biological resources within the study
area were evaluated by determining the sensitivity, significance, or rarity of each resource that
would be adversely affected by the proposed project, and thresholds of significance were applied
to determine if the impact constituted a significant impact. The significance threshold may be
different for each habitat or species and is based on the resource’s rarity or sensitivity and the
level of impact that would result from the proposed project. Where potential project-related
impacts to sensitive resources were identified, measures for avoiding or minimizing adverse
effects to these resources are recommended.

5. WEST FRP - IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

General construction activities associated with all phases of project implementation have the
potential to directly impact riparian habitats, wetland habitats, natural plant communities, and
special-status plant and animal species. Terrestrial species and aquatic resources within and
adjacent to the FRP could also be indirectly impacted by erosion and sedimentation during or
following construction. Proposed recreational improvements have the potential to indirectly
impact wildlife and riparian areas through increased noise, human presence, and stormwater
runoff volumes.

The East-West Ranch Public Access & Management Plan notes that grazing may be used as a
vegetative management tool, provided activities comply with specified guidelines including
avoidance of sensitive environmental and restoration areas, periodic assessment, and
development of a prescriptive program. Implementation of these guidelines would ensure that
grazing programs would not result in a significant impact to sensitive habitats or species.

Proposed activities within the West FRP are limited to construction and maintenance of multi-
use trails, gates and stiles, fences, benches, and signs suitable for undeveloped open space used
for passive recreational purposes. Proposed construction and maintenance activities, and
subsequent recreational uses have limited potential to impact riparian and wetland resources,
sensitive plant and animal species, native habitats, and nesting birds. The following impacts and
mitigation measures apply to all West FRP project activities.

a. WEST FRP — RIPARIAN AND WETLAND HABITAT IMPACTS

Construction of the proposed trails, associated improvements, and maintenance activities have
the potential to cause direct and indirect impacts to riparian and wetland habitats associated with
Santa Rosa Creek and various smaller drainages and seasonal wetland areas of the West FRP.
Direct impacts would occur as a result of trail, bridge, and boardwalk construction activities.
Indirect impacts consisting of sedimentation, increased stormwater runoff, and water pollution,
could result during construction from use, maintenance, or staging of construction equipment in
areas adjacent to riparian and wetland habitats. Subsequent recreational uses and maintenance of
the trail system will impact wildlife in riparian and wetland areas through increased noise and
human presence. These potential impacts would be considered significant, but would be
minimized or avoided through implementation of appropriate mitigation measures.
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BIO Impact 1

BI1O/mm-1

BIO/mm-2

BIO/mm-3

Construction of trails and associated improvements has potential to
impact riparian and wetland habitat associated with Santa Rosa Creek
and various smaller drainages and seasonal wetland areas both within
and downstream from the West FRP, resulting in a potentially significant
impact.

Upon application for construction permits from the County, and site
disturbance within jurisdictional areas, the CCSD, or its designee, shall obtain
all necessary permits, approvals, and authorizations from jurisdictional
agencies. These may include, but may not be limited to: (1) Army Corps of
Engineers Section 404 Nationwide Permit or Individual Permit for impacts to
Army Corps of Engineers jurisdictional wetlands or other waters; (2) Regional
Water Quality Control Board Section 401 Water Quality Certification for
discharges “Waters of the U.S.” and/or “Waters of the State;” (3) California
Department of Fish and Game Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement
for activities within the tops of banks or outer edges of riparian canopies
(whichever extends furthest from the streambeds) of drainages; (4) U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service consultation; (5) NOAA Fisheries consultation, and:;
(6) County of San Luis Obispo Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance Coastal
Development Permit.

Prior to construction, the CCSD or its designee shall prepare a project-specific
environmental monitoring plan coordinated with mitigation measures within
this EIR, and shall provide funding for a qualified environmental monitor for
the construction phases of the project to ensure compliance with EIR
mitigation measures, and any applicable agency permit conditions. The
monitor shall be responsible for (1) ensuring that procedures for verifying
compliance with environmental mitigations are followed; (2) lines of
communication and reporting methods; (3) daily and weekly reporting of
compliance; (4) construction crew training regarding environmentally
sensitive areas; (5) authority to stop work; and (6) action to be taken in the
event of non-compliance. Monitoring shall be at a frequency and duration
determined by the affected agencies (e.g., Army Corps of Engineers, Regional
Water Quality Control Board, California Department of Fish and Game,
California Coastal Commission, and the County of San Luis Obispo).

Upon application for construction permits from the County, and site
disturbance, the CCSD or its designee shall prepare a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) consistent with guidelines, which shall include
detailed sediment and erosion control plans consistent with any required
Habitat Mitigation Monitoring Plan (HMMP). The SWPPP shall specifically
address protection of drainages, and riparian and wetland resources on and
adjacent to the project site. Compliance shall be verified by the project
environmental monitor through submission of compliance reports.
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BIO/mm-4

BIO/mm-5

BIO/mm-6

BIO/mm-7

BIO/mm-8

Upon application for construction permits from the County, and prior to site
disturbance, all riparian and wetland areas shall be shown on all construction
plans. The riparian/wetland areas shown on grading plans shall be based on
the field data collected and presented in the Environmental Impact Report or
from any subsequent survey work. All riparian vegetation planned for
removal shall be specified on construction plans. Except for activities
requiring removal of riparian trees and associated understory vegetation that
are specified on construction plans, all ground disturbances and vegetation
removal shall be prohibited within the outer edge of the riparian canopy of
any drainage onsite.

To avoid erosion and downstream sedimentation, and to avoid impacts to
aquatic species, no work within or immediately adjacent to on-site drainages
(within fifty feet) shall occur during the rainy season (October 15 through
April 30), unless authorized by an affected agency (e.g., Army Corps of
Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control Board, California Department of
Fish and Game, California Coastal Commission, and the County of San Luis
Obispo).

Equipment access and construction shall be conducted from the banks rather
than from within creeks and drainages unless approved otherwise by
404/401/1602 permit conditions. No equipment shall be staged and no
temporary placement of fill shall occur in creeks and drainages.

Soil stockpiles shall not be placed in areas that have the potential for
significant runoff during the rainy season. All project-related spills of
hazardous materials within or adjacent to project sites shall be cleaned up
immediately. Spill prevention and cleanup materials shall be on-site at all
times during construction. Cleaning and refueling of equipment and vehicles
shall occur only within designated staging areas. The staging areas shall
conform to standard Best Management Practices applicable to attaining zero
discharge of stormwater runoff. No maintenance, cleaning, or fueling of
equipment shall occur within wetland or riparian areas, or within fifty feet of
such areas. At a minimum, all project equipment and vehicles shall be
checked and maintained on a daily basis to ensure proper operation and to
avoid potential leaks or spills.

Impacts to wetland or riparian habitats resulting from project construction
shall be mitigated through restoration/enhancement of adjacent wetland and
riparian areas at a minimum of a 2:1 ratio (two square feet of restored habitat
for each square foot of disturbed habitat) or greater, or as required by any
applicable state or federal permit. Restoration/enhancement shall consist of
exotic species removal, revegetation with suitable native species_(native to the
FRP), and maintenance and monitoring of the enhanced areas per the
conditions of agency permits obtained for the project. A Habitat Revegetation
and Restoration Plan for the project shall be prepared in consultation with the
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California Department of Fish and Game and the Army Corps of Engineers.
A qualified restoration biologist and/or horticulturalist approved by the CCSD
shall be retained by the CCSD or its designee to prepare the Habitat
Revegetation and Restoration Plan. The Plan shall include success criteria
goals and a five-year monitoring schedule. The qualified biologist shall
supervise site preparation, timing, species utilized, planting installation,
maintenance, monitoring, and reporting of the revegetation/restoration efforts.

BIO/mm-9 Following completion of ground-disturbing activities within or immediately
adjacent to riparian or wetland areas, all disturbed and barren areas shall be
immediately revegetated with appropriate native vegetation (native to the
FRP) to reduce the risk of erosion, per the requirements of the Habitat
Revegetation and Restoration Plan and the Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan. Areas experiencing temporary disturbance should be replanted with
native species that are characteristic of habitats in the project site area.

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts associated with potential
degradation of onsite and downstream riparian and wetland areas due to
project construction would be considered less than significant with mitigation,
Class II.

b. WEST FRP — SENSITIVE PLANTS AND NATIVE TERRESTRIAL HABITATS

Four sensitive annual plant species (Cambria morning glory, San Luis Obispo paint brush,
Monterey pine, and compact cobwebby thistle), were identified as present within the West FRP,
and suitable habitat for additional sensitive plant species is present in wetland, grassland, and
woodland habitats. Two sensitive native terrestrial habitats (Monterey pine forest and native
grassland) are also present. Grassland habitats composed of at least ten percent native grass
species, and Monterey pine forest habitat are typically considered to be ESHAs under CCC
guidelines. Direct impacts to sensitive plant species and native habitats could occur as a result of
trail construction activities. Subsequent recreational uses and maintenance of the trail system
would impact adjacent sensitive plant and habitat occurrences through trampling and soil
disturbance. Due to the undetermined timeframe for future trail construction, the locations of
special-status plant species and habitat areas may not be same as the occurrences mapped in
2005. In addition, the Public Access and Management Plan is general in nature, and specific
grading/site disturbance boundaries are currently undetermined. Site specific botanical studies
would be required prior to implementation of trail improvements and other subsequent projects
to ensure consideration of current field data during preparation of improvement plans and
implementation of maintenance activities.

BIO Impact2  Implementation of proposed trail improvements to the Ridge Trail,
Forest Loop Trail, Victoria Lane Trail, Meander Trail, Creek to Ridge
Trail, Wallbridge Trail, and Terrace to Ridge Trail has potential to
impact sensitive plant species and native habitats including Cambria
morning glory, San Luis Obispo paint brush, compact cobwebby thistle,
Monterey pine forest, and native grassland present within and adjacent
to proposed trail routes, resulting in a potentially significant impact.
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BIO/mm-10

BIO/mm-11

BIO/mm-12

Residual Impact

Secondary Impact

Prior to application for land use and construction permits from the County and
prior to trail construction in areas known to contain sensitive plant species or
native habitats, the CCSD or its designee shall retain a qualified
botanist/biologist to conduct focused surveys during the appropriate flowering
periods within the specific areas proposed for disturbance. Surveys will focus
on those plants and habitats noted as present or as having a high potential for
occurrence. Based on the survey results, trail locations shall be altered where
possible to minimize disturbance or loss of identified plants and habitats.

If disturbance of special-status plants or native habitats located on site cannot
be completely avoided through design modification, impacts shall be
quantified by number of individuals and by area disturbed, and a Rare Plant
Mitigation Plan shall be prepared by a qualified biologist that specifically
addresses impacts to and appropriate mitigation and conservation measures
for those impacts. The Plan shall identify areas on the project site suitable for
sensitive species habitat restoration and revegetation, and shall include
planting methods, maintenance and monitoring requirements, and success
criteria.  Depending on the species at issue, measures may include
preservation of areas containing significant populations, potential
transplanting of individual plants, and plant propagation and revegetation
within appropriate on-site habitats. Removal or pruning of Monterey pine
trees required for hazard reduction or fire safety purposes shall not require
mitigation under this measure, but pruning shall follow accepted procedures to
avoid harm to the tree.

A qualified biological monitor shall be retained consistent with BIO/mm-2 to
ensure that remaining plants and habitats are not inadvertently disturbed
during construction activities. Prior to any project-related ground disturbance,
all contractors associated with the construction phases of the proposed project
shall be trained by the biological monitor on the identification and biology of
sensitive plant species and habitats known in the vicinity of the project area.
Work areas should also be clearly delineated and flagged to limit vehicular
and foot access to only those areas necessary for project completion. These
areas should be designated by the biological monitor to avoid/discourage
unnecessary damage to sensitive species and habitats within and near the
project area.

With implementation of mitigation, impacts to sensitive plant species and
native habitats would be considered less than significant with mitigation,
Class II.

Sensitive archaeological and historical resources are present on the West FRP. Trail realignment
to avoid one type of resource may result in significant impacts to other resources. Final trail
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design would depend on site specific studies, including botanical studies and subsurface
investigation of cultural deposit sites.

BIO Impact 3  Realignment of trails to avoid special status plant species may result in
potentially significant impacts to cultural resources.

Implement CULT/mm-1 through CULT/mm-8.

BIO/mm-13 Prior to application for land use and construction permits from the County and
prior to trail construction within sensitive areas, the CCSD or its designee
shall ensure that all resources are considered and avoided where feasible. If
conflicts arise, the CCSD shall consult with appropriate agencies to resolve
the conflicts (e.g., California Department of Fish and Game, California
Coastal Commission, Army Corps of Engineers, Office of Historic
Preservation, County of San Luis Obispo).

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, secondary impacts to sensitive cultural
and biological resources would be considered less than significant with
mitigation, Class I1.

C. WEST FRP — SENSITIVE WILDLIFE
1) West FRP — Terrestrial Species

Special-status terrestrial species including American badger and Monterey dusky-footed woodrat
have been observed in the FRP (Galen B. Rathbun, 2008). Proposed projects identified in the
East-West Ranch Public Access & Resource Management Plan include improvements to the
existing trail system, educational and directional signage, and restoration activities. These
actions are intended to encourage visitors to remain on identified trails, and avoid encroachment
into undeveloped areas. Potentially significant impacts to these species during construction/trail
improvement activities can be avoided by implementation of pre-construction surveys to verify
that no dens or nests are present within the proposed construction/trail improvement area, and
avoidance of active dens and nests if present.

BIO Impact4  Construction activities could result in direct disturbance to terrestrial
species dens or nests, resulting in a potentially significant impact.

BIO/mm-14 Prior to initiation of construction activities, including trail improvements
requiring ground disturbance and/or use of heavy equipment, the CCSD or its
designee shall retain a qualified biologist to conduct a pre-activity survey for
active nests, dens, or burrows. The survey shall be conducted within 30 days
prior to proposed site disturbance and construction activities. Results of the
survey shall immediately be submitted to the CDFG as necessary. The survey
report shall include the date of the survey, methods of inspection, and
findings. Disturbance of any active nest, den, or burrow shall be prohibited.

a. |If active burrows of Monterey dusky-footed woodrats are found within
proposed development areas during the survey, the biologist shall establish
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an appropriate buffer area to protect the nest(s). No site disturbance shall
occur within the buffer area until a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) is obtained from CDFG. An alternative to buffer area is to
disassemble nests by hand outside of the nesting season (February through
September) and allow the woodrats to leave the site.

b. If the pre-construction survey finds potential American badger dens, they
shall be inspected to determine whether they are occupied. The survey
shall cover the entire property, and shall examine both old and new dens.
If potential badger dens are too long to completely inspect from the
entrance, a fiber optic scope shall be used to examine the den to the end.
If a fiber optic scope is not available, occupation of the den can be
determined by partially obscuring the den entrance with sticks and leaves
to indicate animal passage into and out of the den and dusting the den
entrance with a fine layer of dust or tracking material for three consecutive
nights and examining the following mornings for footprints. Inactive dens
may be excavated by hand with a shovel to prevent re-use of dens during
construction. If badgers are found in dens on the property between
February and July, nursing young may be present. To avoid disturbance
and the possibility of direct take of adults and nursing young, and to
prevent badgers form becoming trapped in burrows during construction
activity, no grading shall occur within 100 feet of active badger dens
between February and July. If badger dens are found on the property
during the pre-construction survey, the CDFG wildlife biologist for the
area shall be contacted to review current allowable management practices.

Residual Impact  With implementation of mitigation, secondary impacts to sensitive cultural
and biological resources would be considered less than significant with
mitigation, Class Il.

2)West FRP — Aguatic Species

The proposed trail construction activities have potential to impact California red-legged frog,
steelhead trout, Southwestern pond turtle, tidewater goby, and suitable habitat for these species
within or immediately adjacent to the Santa Rosa Creek channel. These aquatic and semi-
aquatic species could be directly affected by vegetation removal, accidental fuel spills, erosion,
and/or sedimentation. Excessive sedimentation/siltation to the creek may degrade water quality
or smother sensitive aquatic species. Special-status species that utilize upland habitat (e.g.,
western pond turtle, California red-legged frog) may be directly impacted by trampling or
crushing. A variety of mitigation measures are recommended to avoid, minimize and
compensate for any potential impacts resulting from project construction.

BIO Impact 54 Trail construction has potential to directly impact aquatic wildlife species
and habitats associated with Santa Rosa Creek both within the project
area and downstream from the site, resulting in a potentially significant
impact.
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| Implement BIO/mm-1 thru BIO/mm-97, in addition to the following:

| BIO/mm-15

| BIO/mm-16

| BIO/mm-16

To the extent practicable, construction activities within or adjacent to Santa
Rosa Creek (within 100 feet) shall be conducted during the dry season (May
15 through October 15).

At least two weeks prior to start of trail or bridge construction within or
adjacent to Santa Rosa Creek (within 100 feet), the CCSD shall retain a
qualified biologist to conduct pre-construction surveys within the construction
areas to determine the presence of special-status aquatic species. In the event
that special-status species are observed within the project site, the appropriate
agencies shall be contacted for further consultation. If any life stage of
steelhead, California red-legged frog, tidewater goby, or Southwestern pond
turtle is found and these individuals are likely to be killed or injured by work
activities, the approved biologist(s) shall be allowed sufficient time to move
them from the site before work activities begin. The biologist(s) shall relocate
any steelhead, California red-legged frog, tidewater goby, or Southwestern
pond turtle the shortest distance possible to a location that contains suitable
habitat that will not be affected by the activities associated with the proposed
project. The biologist(s) shall maintain detailed records of any individuals
that are moved (i.e., size, coloration, any distinguishing features, photographs
[digital preferred]) to assist him or her in determining whether translocated
animals are returning to the point of capture. Only United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, and California
Department of Fish and Game-approved biologists working under proper
permit authority shall participate in any activities associated with the capture,
handling, and monitoring of steelhead, California red-legged frog, tidewater
goby, or Southwestern pond turtle.

Prior to construction, an approved biologist(s) shall conduct a training session
for all construction personnel. At a minimum, the training shall include a
description of steelhead, California red-legged frog, tidewater goby, and
Southwestern pond turtle and their habitat; the specific measures that are
being implemented to conserve the species for the current project; and the
boundaries within which the project may be accomplished. Members of the
construction crews shall understand all terms, constraints, and special
conditions provided by, but not limited to, United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, Army Corps of Engineers,
California Department of Fish and Game, California Coastal Commission, and
Regional Water Quality Control Board. Upon completion of this review and
understanding, each construction crew member shall sign a worker training
form.  This form shall be provided with the completion report upon
completion of project construction.
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| BIO/mm-18

| BIO/mm-19

| BIO/mm-20

| BIO/mm-21

BIO/mm-22

| BIO/mm-23

In order to minimize the possibility of injuring special-status species and other
wildlife, herbaceous and small woody vegetation within the project impact
area shall be removed by hand with portable motorized equipment (i.e.,
chainsaws, etc.), prior to the use of heavy equipment or machinery. A
qualified biologist shall be on-site to provide clearance for special-status
species immediately prior to vegetation removal activities. The biological
monitor shall have general knowledge of the natural resources of the area and
shall also be experienced in the identification of special-status wildlife species
(e.g., California red-legged frog, western pond turtle). In the event of a red-
legged frog take, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service shall be notified
as soon as is reasonably possible. In the event of a steelhead take, National
Marine Fisheries Service shall be contacted and the steelhead shall be
removed from the project site and kept in a freezer until further direction from
National Marine Fisheries Service.

The number of access routes, size of staging areas, and the total area of
activity shall be limited to the minimum necessary to achieve the project goal.
Environmentally Sensitive Areas shall be established to confine access routes
and construction areas to the minimum area necessary to complete
construction and minimize the impact to steelhead, California red-legged frog,
and Southwestern pond turtle habitat; this goal includes locating access routes
and construction areas outside of wetlands and riparian areas to the maximum
extent practicable.

During project activities adjacent to Santa Rosa Creek, all trash that may
attract predators shall be properly contained, removed from the work site, and
disposed of regularly. Following construction, all trash and construction
debris shall be removed from work areas.

All refueling, maintenance, and staging of equipment and vehicles shall occur
at designated locations at least 100 feet from riparian areas. Fueling locations
shall have spill containment measures and materials present at all times. The
monitor shall ensure contamination of habitat does not occur during such
operations. All workers shall be informed of the importance of preventing
spills and of the appropriate measures to take shall a spill occur.

Project areas disturbed by construction shall be revegetated with an
assemblage of native riparian, wetland, and upland vegetation

native to the area. Locally collected plant materials shall be used to the extent
practicable. Invasive non-native plants within disturbed areas shall be
controlled to the maximum extent practicable.

Prior to any work within creek channels containing flowing water, a stream
diversion and dewatering plan for each stream location shall be prepared and
approved by National Marine Fisheries Service, Army Corps of Engineers,
and California Department of Fish and Game, and the streambed within the
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work area shall be dewatered. The form and function of the diversion and all
pumps included in the dewatering strategy shall be designed to ensure a dry
work environment and minimize impacts to aquatic species. The stream
diversion and dewatering effort shall be conducted under the direct and
continuous supervision of a qualified biologist to ensure the proper form and
function of the diversion.

B1O/mm-24 To control sedimentation during and after project implementation, the
contractor shall implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) outlined in
any authorizations or permits issued under the authorities of the Clean Water
Act for the project. If BMPs are ineffective, the contractor shall attempt to
remedy the situation immediately, in consultation with the environmental
monitor and the CCSD.

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts to sensitive aquatic wildlife
species would be considered less than significant with mitigation, Class II.

3)West FRP — Nesting Birds

The riparian corridor along Santa Rosa Creek, Monterey pine forest habitat, and annual grassland
habitat provide suitable roosting, nesting, and foraging habitat for a variety of bird species,
including several that are considered sensitive by resource agencies. If noise-producing
construction activities, or tree pruning or removal occur at any time during the typical nesting
season (February 15 to September 1) within 500 feet of riparian corridors, Monterey pine forest,
or annual grassland areas, nesting birds could be directly and/or indirectly impacted. Cooper’s
hawk, white-tailed kite, loggerhead shrike, and other tree-nesting birds could have nests directly
damaged or destroyed during tree-removal activities, or their nesting or foraging behaviors could
be indirectly affected by noise and other sources of construction-related disturbance. Ground
nesting birds such as California horned lark and burrowing owl could have nests directly
impacted and behaviors indirectly impacted during any construction activities in annual
grasslands onsite. Implementation of mitigation measures would reduce the potential for impacts
to nesting birds.

BIO Impact 6° Trail construction and tree pruning or removal activities within and
adjacent to the riparian corridor of Santa Rosa Creek, and in Monterey
pine forest and annual grassland habitats, has potential to impact nesting
birds during the typical nesting season (February 15 to September 1), and
burrowing owl throughout the year, resulting in a potentially significant
impact.

BIO/mm-25 Prior to construction, if construction activities, use of heavy equipment, or tree
pruning or removal are scheduled to occur during the typical bird nesting
season (February 15 to September 1) a qualified biologist shall be retained to
conduct a preconstruction survey (approximately one week prior to
construction) to determine presence/absence for tree-nesting birds within
riparian corridors and woodland areas, and ground-nesting birds within annual
grasslands onsite. If no nesting activities are detected within the proposed
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work area, noise-producing construction activities or tree removals may
proceed. If nesting activity is confirmed during preconstruction nesting
surveys or at any time during the monitoring of construction activities, work
activities shall be delayed within 500 feet of active nests until the young birds
have fledged and left the nest. In addition, the results of the surveys will be
passed immediately to the California Department of Fish and Game, possibly
with recommendations for buffer zone changes, as needed, around individual
nests. Tree removal shall be monitored for nesting birds and documented by
the biological monitor regardless of time of year.

BIO/mm-26 Prior_to initiation of construction activities, including trail improvements
requiring ground disturbance and/or use of heavy equipment, the CCSD or its
designee shall retain a qualified wildlife biologist to conduct a pre-activity
survey for burrowing owl. The survey shall be conducted within 30-days
prior to site disturbance. If ground disturbing activities are delayed or
suspended for more than 30 days after the preconstruction survey, the site
shall be resurveyed. Results of the survey shall be documented in a report and
shall include the date of the survey, methods of inspection, and findings. The
report shall be submitted to the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFEG). If no burrowing owls are found to occupy the site at that time, no
further measures would be necessary unless burrowing owls are subsequently
observed at the project site, in which case the following mitigation measure
would be implemented.

If burrowing owls are found within the area proposed for disturbance, the
CCSD or its designee shall immediately contact the CDFG and implement all
measures identified in the “Staff Report for Mitigating Impacts to the
Burrowing Owl” (CDFG, 1995), and any additional measures required by
CDFG. Burrowing owl burrows shall be avoided. No disturbance shall occur
within 50 meters of occupied burrowing owl burrows during the non-breeding
season (September 1 through January 31) or within 75 meters during the
breeding season (February 1 through August 31).

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts associated with potential impacts
to nesting_and burrowing birds would be considered less than significant with
mitigation, Class II.

4) West FRP — Long-term Effects to Wildlife

The West FRP is currently open to the public, and numerous designated trails and volunteer trails
are present throughout the FRP. Implementation of the trail plan proposed as part of the East
West Ranch Public Access & Management Plan would result in fewer volunteer trails. In
addition, public information programs, implementation of steward and docent programs will
increase the public’s and visitor’s knowledge about the sensitive resources on the FRP. Based on
implementation of management strategies and restoration plans proposed in the East West Ranch
Public Access & Management Plan, long-term effects to wildlife would be less than significant.
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6. EAST FRP - IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

General construction activities associated with all phases of project implementation have the
potential to directly impact riparian habitats, wetland habitats, natural plant communities, and
special-status plant and animal species. Terrestrial species and aquatic resources within and
adjacent to the FRP could also be indirectly impacted by erosion and sedimentation during or
following construction. Proposed recreational improvements have the potential to indirectly
impact wildlife and riparian areas through increased noise, lighting, human presence, and
stormwater runoff volumes.

Proposed activities would transform the East FRP into an active community park, complete with
turf recreational field areas, multi-use trails, parking areas, and general community recreation
facilities. These activities have potential to impact riparian and wetland resources, sensitive
plant and animal species, native habitats, and nesting birds. The following impacts and
mitigation measures apply to all East FRP project activities.

a. EAST FRP — RIPARIAN AND WETLAND HABITAT IMPACTS

Construction of the proposed park, trails, recreational fields, and associated improvements has
potential to cause direct and indirect impacts to riparian and wetland habitats associated with
Santa Rosa Creek and various smaller drainages and seasonal wetland areas. Direct impacts
would occur as a result of trail, bridge, and boardwalk construction activities. Indirect impacts
consisting of sedimentation, increased stormwater runoff, and water pollution, could result
during construction from use, maintenance, or staging of construction equipment in areas
adjacent to riparian and wetland habitats. In addition, construction of an emergency access road
extending to Piney Way may result in direct and indirect impacts to the seasonal wetland area
associated with the Piney Way gully. Subsequent recreational uses and maintenance of the trail
system will impact wildlife and riparian areas through increased noise and human presence.
These potential impacts would be considered significant, but would be minimized or avoided
through implementation of appropriate mitigation measures.

BIO Impact 7© Construction of trails, recreational fields, the Piney Way emergency
access road, and associated improvements has potential to impact
riparian and wetland habitat associated with Santa Rosa Creek and
seasonal wetland areas both within, adjacent to, and downstream from
the East FRP, resulting in a potentially significant impact.

Implement Mitigation Measures BIO/mm-1 through BIO/mm-9 prior to and during construction
activities on the East FRP.

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts associated with potential
degradation of onsite and downstream riparian and wetland areas due to
project construction would be considered less than significant with mitigation,
Class II.
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b. EAST FRP — SENSITIVE PLANTS AND NATIVE TERRESTRIAL HABITATS

Two sensitive annual plant species (Cambria morning glory and Monterey pine), were identified
as present within the East FRP, and suitable habitat for additional sensitive plant species is
present in wetland, grassland, and woodland habitats. Two sensitive native terrestrial habitats
(Monterey pine forest and native grassland) are also present. Grassland habitats composed of at
least ten percent native grass species, and Monterey pine forest habitat are typically considered
to be ESHAs under CCC guidelines. Direct impacts to sensitive plant species and native habitats
could occur as a result of trail construction activities. Subsequent recreational uses and
maintenance of the trail system would impact adjacent sensitive plant and habitat occurrences
through trampling and soil disturbance.

BIO Impact 8/ Construction of the East FRP portion of the project has potential to
impact sensitive plant species and native habitats including Cambria
morning glory, Monterey pine forest, and native grassland present within
and adjacent to proposed trails, recreational fields, and associated
development areas, resulting in a potentially significant impact.

Implement Mitigation Measures BIO/mm-10 through BIO/mm-12 during construction activities
on the East FRP.

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts to sensitive plant species and
native habitats would be considered less than significant with mitigation,
Class II.

C. EAST FRP — SENSITIVE WILDLIFE
1) East FRP — Terrestrial Species

Special-status terrestrial species including American badger and Monterey dusky-footed woodrat
have been observed in the FRP (Galen B. Rathbun, 2008). Potentially significant impacts to
these species during construction activities associated with the proposed community park and
trail improvement activities can be avoided by implementation of pre-construction surveys to
verify that no dens or nests are present within the proposed construction area, and avoidance of
active dens and nests if present.

BIO Impact 9 Construction activities could result in direct disturbance to terrestrial
species dens or nests, resulting in a potentially significant impact.

Implement BIO/mm-14 during construction activities on the East FRP.

Residual Impact  With implementation of mitigation, impacts to sensitive terrestrial species
would be considered less than significant with mitigation, Class 1.

2)East FRP — Aquatic Species

Construction of the proposed trails and recreational facilities have potential to impact California
red-legged frog, steelhead trout, Southwestern pond turtle, tidewater goby, and suitable habitat
for these species within or immediately adjacent to the Santa Rosa Creek channel. These aquatic
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and semi-aquatic species could be directly affected by vegetation removal, accidental fuel spills,
erosion, and/or sedimentation. Excessive sedimentation/siltation to the creek may degrade water
quality or smother sensitive aquatic species. Special-status species that utilize upland habitat
(e.g., western pond turtle, California red-legged frog) may be directly impacted by trampling or
crushing. During operation of the community park, water quality within Santa Rosa Creek and
subsequently aquatic species, including but not limited to California red-legged frog and
southern steelhead may be adversely impacted by pollutant discharge. A variety of mitigation
measures are recommended to avoid, minimize and compensate for any potential impacts
resulting from project construction_and operation, including measures identified in Chapter V.B.
of the EIR (Hydrology).

BIO Impact 10- Trail and recreational facility construction has potential to directly
impact aquatic wildlife species and habitats associated with Santa Rosa
Creek both within the project area and downstream from the site,
resulting in a potentially significant impact.

Implement Mitigation Measures BIO/mm-1 through BIO/mm-9, and measures BIO/mm-15
through BIO/mm-24-~ during construction activities on the East FRP._Implement HYD/mm-2.

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts associated to sensitive aquatic
wildlife species would be considered less than significant with mitigation,
Class II.

3)East FRP — Nesting Birds

The riparian corridor along Santa Rosa Creek, Monterey pine forest habitat, and annual grassland
habitat provide suitable roosting, nesting, and foraging habitat for a variety of bird species,
including several that are considered sensitive by resource agencies. If noise-producing
construction activities, or tree pruning or removal (including removal of eucalyptus trees) occur
at any time during the typical nesting season (February 15 to September 1) within 500 feet of
riparian corridors, Monterey pine forest, or annual grassland areas, nesting birds could be
directly and/or indirectly impacted. Cooper’s hawk, white-tailed kite, loggerhead shrike, and
other tree-nesting birds could have nests directly damaged or destroyed during tree-removal
activities, or their nesting or foraging behaviors could be indirectly affected by noise and other
sources of construction-related disturbance. Ground nesting birds such as California horned lark
and burrowing owl could have nests or burrows directly impacted and behaviors indirectly
impacted during any construction activities in annual grasslands onsite. Implementation of
mitigation measures would reduce the potential for impacts to nesting birds.

BIO Impact 11° Trail construction and tree pruning or removal activities within and
adjacent to the riparian corridor of Santa Rosa Creek, removal of
eucalyptus trees, and in Monterey pine forest and annual grassland
habitats, has potential to impact nesting birds during the typical nesting
season (February 15 to September 1), and burrowing owls throughout the
year, resulting in a potentially significant impact.
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Implement Mitigation Measure BIO/mm-25--_and BIO/mm-26 during construction activities on
the East FRP.

Residual Impact With implementation of mitigation, impacts associated with potential impacts
to nesting birds would be considered less than significant with mitigation,
Class II.

4) East FRP — Long-term Effects to Wildlife

The East FRP is currently open to the public, and is in close proximity to residences, commercial
areas, and Highway 1. Implementation of the proposed Community Park Master Plan would
convert the existing grassland to an active community park, including sports fields. Wildlife is
affected by human activities including night lighting, noise, trash, and trampling of native
habitats. The proposed active community park would not be open during night hours, and does
not_include night lighting, aside from shielded security lighting. The plan includes a natural
buffer between the active area and the creek, and does not include development within the creek.
Species within the creek are currently affected by noise generated by traffic and other urban uses
within the Cambria urban core, and activities occurring at the CCSD facility and County storage
yard. Noise generated during use of the active recreation areas would not significantly affect
wildlife within the portion of the Santa Rosa Creek corridor adjacent to the park area and
adjacent passive recreation areas, because the creek corridor would be buffered by the slope of
the creek and riparian habitat, and the increase in noise would not be substantial. Other
terrestrial wildlife would adapt to activities in the park, and would not be restricted from
migrating across the park during night hours. Public information programs, implementation of
steward and docent programs will increase the public’s and visitor’s knowledge about the
sensitive resources on the FRP. Long-term effects to wildlife would be less than significant.

7. CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Implementation of the Public Access and Management Plan and the Community Park Master
Plan would result in permanent and temporary impacts to biologically sensitive freshwater
marsh, riparian, native grassland, and Monterey pine forest habitats. These habitats contain or
have the potential to contain sensitive plant and animal species, and fall under the jurisdiction of
various state and federal resource agencies. Cumulatively, the project would result in an
increased demand for public access and associated parking areas, which has the potential to
affect natural resources and habitats. While the FRP is a public resource, it is the intent of the
Public Access and Management Plan to retain and restore the natural and sensitive biological
characteristics of the FRP.

The potential impacts to the sensitive species and habitat types discussed in this section, when
considered in context with the potential for losses of similar habitats due to the construction of
future projects within the County, constitute a cumulative impact to these biological resources.

BIO Impact 12 ° The impacts to sensitive species and habitats resulting from development
of the proposed project would result in the direct loss of biological
resources, and would contribute to the cumulative degradation of
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biological resources of the area, resulting in a potentially significant
cumulative impact.

Implement BIO/mm-1 through BIO/mm-26

BI1O/mm-27

For the life of the project, no vehicular parking shall be allowed on the

Residual Impact

Fiscalini_Ranch Preserve, with the exception of: existing American
Disabilities Act (ADA) parking located at the northern terminus of the Marine
Terrace Trail / Bluff Trail; the existing turn-out at the Highway 1 staging area;
parking included in the approved Community Park Master Plan on the East
Fiscalini_Ranch Preserve; and, maintenance and emergency vehicles and

equipment.

Projects identified within the cumulative development scenario would be
subject to the same regulatory requirements and similar types of mitigation
measures as the proposed project. Cumulative impacts to sensitive species
and habitats would be less than significant with mitigation, Class I1.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATED TERMS
Abbreviation Term
ACOE Army Corps of Engineers
CCcC California Coastal Commission
CCSD CCSD
CDFG California Department of Fish and Game
CESA California Endangered Species Act
CNDDB CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base
CNPS California Native Plant Society
CZLUO Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance
EIR Environmental Impact Report
ESHA Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas
FESA Federal Endangered Species Act
HMMP Habitat Mitigation Monitoring Plan
NOAA Fisheries Service N.ation.al Oceapic and Atmospheric Administration National Marine
Fisheries Service
NRCS Natural Resource Conservation Service
RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service
USGS U.S. Geological Survey
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