
























































































































































































































































































































































































Exhibit A

189



 
 
Resume 

Rachael Letter May 2024 

- 1 - 

Rachael J. Letter, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist/Project Manager 

EDUCATION: M.S. Industrial Archaeology, Michigan Technological University, 2005 
B.A. Archaeology, University of Evansville, 2003 

REGISTRATIONS: Registered Professional Archaeologist (ID# 989275) 

EXPERIENCE:  Ms. Letter has 18 years of experience as an archaeologist and cultural resource 
management professional, with more than 14 years in the state of California. She 
joined Padre Associates, Inc. (Padre) in 2014 and serves as senior archaeologist 
and project manager for prehistoric and historic archaeological investigations.  Ms. 
Letter’s responsibilities include day-to-day project management for all phases of 
archaeological survey and testing, completing archaeological records searches 
and archival research, Native American consultation and coordination, and 
preparing technical reports and site records. She currently manages Padre’s 
Archaeological Group and coordinates archaeological and Native American 
monitors for ongoing remediation projects.  

 Ms. Letter has directed and conducted archaeological projects in San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Barbara, Ventura, Monterey, Kern, Los Angeles, Inyo, Fresno, and San 
Joaquin counties. Representative archaeological projects she has managed 
include: 

 Mid-Higuera Bypass Project, City of San Luis Obispo. Ms. Letter is currently 
Senior Archaeologist for this Project, which requires excavation along San Luis 
Creek to offset downtown flooding during future rain events. As specified in the 
Project environmental documents, she has prepared a cultural resource monitoring 
and testing plan that has been reviewed and approved by City and County officials. 
Recently, Ms. Letter directed exploratory backhoe trenching within a location close 
to San Luis Creek that has been identified as potentially sensitive for buried historic-
aged deposits. Upon completion of testing, Ms. Letter will summarize the results in 
a technical report. 

 Nipomo Sheriff Substation Project #320215, Nipomo.  Ms. Letter is currently 
Senior Archaeologist for this Project, which includes the survey of a County-owned 
vacant parcel in Nipomo.  A records search completed at the Central Coast 
Information Center identified one historic-aged railway site within the southwest 
corner of the Project site.  Ms. Letter directed the Phase I pedestrian survey that 
relocated the resource and determined that the resource conditions had changed 
since its initial documentation.  She then reported the records search and survey 
results in a technical report to the County, which recommended monitoring during 
construction. 

 Hacienda Pipeline Replacement Project, Cayucos. Ms. Letter is currently Senior 
Archaeologist for this Project that required the replacement of a main waterline 
along Hacienda Drive in the community of Cayucos. A records search identified a 
prehistoric-aged resource directly adjacent to the proposed Project alignment; 
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however, no resources were observed during the pedestrian survey. Ms. Letter 
reported these results in a letter report to the County and recommended 
archaeological monitoring within a prescribed buffer. Ms. Letter managed the 
archaeological monitors during pipeline installation and coordinated with a local 
osteologist when possible human remains were encountered. A final monitoring 
summary report is in preparation. 

 Avila Ranch Development Project, City of San Luis Obispo.  Ms. Letter is 
currently Senior Archaeologist and coordinates archaeological and tribal monitors 
in support of the Avila Ranch Development Project in the southern part of the City 
of San Luis Obispo.  In compliance with the mitigation measures included in the 
Project Environmental Impact Report, one Padre archaeologist and one member 
of the local Chumash tribe monitor all Project-related ground disturbance for the 
presence of significant cultural materials and features. Prior to ground disturbance, 
the Padre archaeologist provides cultural resource awareness training for all 
construction personnel.  Once all ground disturbance is complete, Ms. Letter will 
prepare a cultural resource completion report summarizing all encountered finds. 
Cultural concerns associated with this project have required frequent 
communication with the yak tityu tityu Northern Chumash tribe. 

 Avila Emergency Interconnect Repair Project, Avila Beach. At the request of 
the County of San Luis Obispo Public Work Department, Ms. Letter is currently 
Senior Archaeologist in support of the replacement of the emergency interconnect 
pipeline between the Lopez Water Distribution System and the San Miguelito 
Mutual Water Company. Because the Project site is within a significant prehistoric-
aged resource, Ms. Letter has prepared a cultural resources monitoring plan to be 
followed in the event intact cultural resources are encountered during ground 
disturbance.  Once construction begins, Ms. Letter will coordinate archaeological 
and tribal monitors, and prepare a summary report once construction is complete.  

 Santa Rosa Creek Road Repair and Alignment, Cambria.  Ms. Letter acted as 
Senior Archaeologist for this Project, which includes repairs and a realignment of a 
portion of Santa Rosa Creek Road that was washed-out during the 2016 rainy 
season.  A records search completed at the Central Coast Information Center 
identified one prehistoric habitation site within the southwest corner of the Project 
site.  Ms. Letter directed the Phase I pedestrian survey, which relocated the 
prehistoric habitation site and significantly expanded the site’s boundaries to the 
north and east.  She then reported the records search and survey results in a 
technical report to the County and recommended Phase II subsurface testing and 
evaluation within the portions of the Project that will impact the archaeological site. 

 Railroad Safety Trail – Taft to Pepper, City of San Luis Obispo.  On behalf of 
the City of San Luis Obispo Public Work Department, Ms. Letter acted as Senior 
Archaeologist for the extension of the Railroad Safety Trail from its current terminus 
at Taft Street to Pepper Street in the City of San Luis Obispo.  Ms. Letter consulted 
with the Caltrans District 5 archaeologist to define the Project APE and conducted 
the Phase I pedestrian survey.  She also reviewed the records search results and 
consulted with local Native American tribes about the Project. Once completed, she 
reported all findings in the ASR and HPSR and assisted the City with AB 52 
consultation.   
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Varick “Val” Kirstine  
Staff Archaeologist 

EDUCATION: Moorpark College, Cuesta College, Enrolling at Oregon State University, Winter 
2025 

 Mr. Kirstine has 19 years of field experience as an archaeologist in the Central and 
Southern Coast regions of California. At Padre, Mr. Kirstine works from the San 
Luis Obispo office as a staff archaeologist for prehistoric and historic archaeological 
investigations.  His responsibilities include conducting all phases of archaeological 
survey and testing, site documentation, background research, artifact analysis and 
processing, archaeological monitoring, and report and site record preparation. He 
frequently conducts Phase I pedestrian surveys and monitors construction projects 
in San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Kern, Fresno, and Ventura counties. Recently, 
Mr. Kirstine served as lead archaeological monitor for the Avila Ranch 
Development Project, Morro Bay Power Plant Marine Terminal Decommissioning 
Project and the Guadalupe Restoration Project in San Luis Obispo County. 

EXPERIENCE:  Price Canyon Slope Repair Project, City of San Luis Obispo. Mr. Kirstine acted 
as Staff Archaeologist and lead archaeological monitor for this Project, which 
repaired slopes along a section of Price Canyon Road that was damaged by storms 
in 2017. He provided cultural resource awareness training for construction personnel, 
and monitored all ground disturbance. As lead archaeological monitor, Mr. Kirstine 
also managed the day-to-day schedule for the Project and completed daily monitoring 
logs. Increased cultural concerns associated with this Project have required 
frequent communication with the yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini Northern Chumash Tribe. 

 Hacienda Pipeline Replacement Project, Cayucos. Mr. Kirstine recently served 
as archaeological monitor for this Project that required the replacement of a main 
waterline along Hacienda Drive in the community of Cayucos. A records search 
identified a prehistoric-aged resource directly adjacent to the proposed Project 
alignment; however, no resources were observed during the pedestrian survey. Mr. 
Kirstine monitored all ground-disturbing activities during pipeline installation and 
coordinated with a local osteologist when possible human remains were 
encountered.  Mr. Kirstine is currently assisting with the preparation of a final 
monitoring summary report. 

 Avila Ranch Development Project, City of San Luis Obispo.  Mr. Kirstine 
currently serves as lead archaeological monitor for the Avila Ranch Development 
Project in the southern part of the City of San Luis Obispo.  In compliance with the 
mitigation measures included in the Project Environmental Impact Report, one 
Padre archaeologist and one member of the local Chumash tribe monitor all 
Project-related ground disturbance for the presence of significant cultural materials 
and features. Prior to ground disturbance, Mr. Kirstine provides cultural resource 
awareness training for all construction personnel.  Once all ground disturbance is 
complete, Mr. Kirstine will assist with the preparation of a cultural resource 
completion report summarizing all encountered finds. Cultural concerns associated 
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with this project have required ongoing coordination with the yak tityu tityu Northern 
Chumash tribe.   

 Santa Rosa Creek Road Repair and Alignment, Cambria.  Ms. Kirstine 
completed a Phase I Archaeological Survey for this Project, which included repairs 
and a realignment of a portion of Santa Rosa Creek Road that was washed-out 
during the 2016 rainy season.  A records search completed at the Central Coast 
Information Center identified one prehistoric habitation site within the southwest 
corner of the Project site.  Mr. Kirstine conducted the Phase I pedestrian survey, 
which relocated the prehistoric habitation site and significantly expanded the site’s 
boundaries to the north and east.  He later assisted with the preparation of a 
technical report summarizing the survey results and completed a Department of 
Parks and Recreation archaeological site record update. 

 Morro Bay Power Plant Marine Terminal Decommissioning Project, San Luis 
Obispo County.  For this Project, Mr. Kirstine acted as Staff Archaeologist and as 
lead archaeological monitor. He provided cultural resource awareness training for 
construction personnel and monitored ground disturbing activities. As lead 
archaeological monitor, he managed the day-to-day schedule for the Project, which 
involved coordination with the yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini Northern Chumash Tribe, the 
Northern Chumash Tribal Council, and the Xolon Salinan Tribe.  Mr. Kirstine 
recorded several prehistoric isolates and updated records for one previously 
recorded prehistoric habitation site.  Upon completion of field work, Mr. Kirstine co-
authored a technical report summarizing the results of the monitoring. 

 Nipomo Lighting District Improvements Project. On the request of the San 
Luis Obispo County Public Works Department, Mr. Kirstine completed the Phase I 
survey of seven LED installation locations throughout Nipomo. The records 
search revealed that one Project location was situated within a disturbed 
prehistoric site and another Project location was located approximately 165 feet 
southeast of a prehistoric site.  Because the survey was negative for cultural 
resources. and no ground disturbance was planned for either of these locations, 
the Project was recommended to proceed as planned. Mr. Kirstine later co-
authored a technical report summarizing the records search and pedestrian 
survey results. 

 Guadalupe Restoration Project, San Luis Obispo County.  Mr. Kirstine acted 
as Staff Archaeologist and lead archaeological monitor for an oil field remediation 
in southern San Luis Obispo County. He provided cultural resource awareness 
training for construction personnel, conducted Phase I pedestrian surveys and 
status checks of known sites, site documentation, and long-term construction 
monitoring. As lead archaeological monitor, Mr. Kirstine also managed the day-to-
day schedule for the Project, completed daily monitoring logs, and monthly progress 
reports. Increased cultural concerns associated with this Project have required 
frequent communication with the yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini Northern Chumash Tribe. 
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Christopher J. Letter, B.A.  
Staff Archaeologist 

EDUCATION: B.A. Anthropology with a Minor in Geography, Northern Arizona University, 1994 

EXPERIENCE:  Mr. Letter has over 19 years of experience as an archaeologist and cultural 
resource management professional, with more than 14 years in the state of 
California. At Padre Associates, Inc. (Padre), He serves as a staff archaeologist for 
prehistoric and historic archaeological investigations. His responsibilities include 
completing all phases of archaeological survey and testing, site mapping and 
documentation, assisting with archaeological records searches and archival 
research, artifact processing, lithic analysis and cataloging, Native American 
coordination, archaeological monitoring, and the preparation of technical reports. 
He frequently conducts Phase I pedestrian surveys and monitors construction 
projects in Kern, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Fresno, and Ventura counties.  

 Mid-Higuera Bypass Project, City of San Luis Obispo. Mr. Letter acted as 
Project Archaeologist for this Project, which required excavation along San Luis 
Creek to offset downtown flooding during future rain events. He has completed 
background research and has directed exploratory backhoe trenching within a 
location close to San Luis Creek that had been identified as potentially sensitive for 
buried historic-aged deposits. Upon completion of testing, Mr. Letter assisted with 
preparation of the technical report. 

 Nipomo Sheriff Substation Project #320215, Nipomo.  Mr. Letter, acting as Field 
Director, has completed Phase I Archaeological study for this Project, which 
includes the survey of a County-owned vacant parcel in Nipomo.  A records search 
completed at the Central Coast Information Center identified one historic-aged 
railway site within the southwest corner of the Project site. He conducted the Phase 
I pedestrian survey that relocated the resource and determined that the resource 
conditions had changed since its initial documentation. He also assisted with the 
preparation of the technical report, which recommended monitoring during 
construction. 

 Hacienda Pipeline Replacement Project, Cayucos.  Mr. Letter, acting as Field 
Director, has completed Phase I Archaeological study for a Project that required 
the replacement of a main waterline along Hacienda Drive in the community of 
Cayucos. A records search identified a prehistoric-aged resource directly adjacent 
to the proposed Project alignment; however, no resources were observed during 
the pedestrian survey. He also monitored ground disturbing activities during 
pipeline installation. Mr. Letter also assisted with the preparation of the technical 
report 

 Avila Ranch Development Project, City of San Luis Obispo.  Mr. Letter acted 
as Field Director in support of the of the Avila Ranch Development Project in the 
southern part of the City of San Luis Obispo. Because the Project took place in a 
culturally sensitive area, coordination with a Native American monitor was 
necessary. He monitored ground disturbing activities related to construction. Prior 
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to ground disturbance, He provided cultural resource awareness training for all 
construction personnel.   

 Phase I Archaeological Study, Spanish Vineyards Development Project, 
Arroyo Grande, San Luis Obispo County. Mr. Letter, acting as Field Director, 
has completed Phase I Archaeological study for a new residential construction 
project in Arroyo Grande. He has conducted a pre-construction intensive 
pedestrian survey at a private residence in Arroyo Grande. Because the records 
search and Phase I survey did identify cultural resources within the Project Area, 
recommendations were made to minimize project impacts. Mr. Letter also assisted 
with the preparation of the technical report. 

 Extended Phase I Testing, Morro Bay Power Plant Battery Energy Storage 
System Project, San Luis Obispo County.  Mr. Letter acted as Field Director and 
managed a Geoprobe testing rig in support of the construction of structures to 
house battery storage equipment. The purpose of testing was to establish the 
extent of cultural deposits present within the Project site. Because the Project took 
place within a culturally sensitive area, coordination with a Native American monitor 
was necessary. The subsurface testing consisted of visual inspection of the soil 
cores for cultural materials as well as the collection of soil samples for chemical 
signature testing. Mr. Letter also assisted with the preparation of the technical 
report. 

 Phase II Testing: Beachwalk Inn Hotel Project, 150 Hinds Avenue and 147 
Stimson Avenue, Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo County.  At the request of 
Nexus Development Corporation, Padre and Cultural Resources Services 
(Rebecca Anastasio) conducted Phase II testing for a proposed hotel development 
located at 150 Hinds Avenue and 147 Stimson Avenue in the City of Pismo Beach. 
The Project site was once the location of several historic structures from the early 
20th century. In accordance with CEQA mandates and planning directives from the 
city of Pismo Beach, Padre archaeologists directed the excavation of a series of 
backhoe trenches to determine the presence or absence of subsurface 
archaeological deposits within the APE. Although historic materials were found 
during the Phase II testing, they were not significant and the Project was 
recommended to proceed as planned, provided that an archaeological monitor 
would supervise all future ground-disturbing activity. Acting as a Project 
Archaeologist Mr. Letter directed backhoe trenching and additional responsibilities 
include recording features and artifact processing. 

 Harbor Terrace Campground Development Project, Avila Beach, San Luis 
Obispo County.  Mr. Letter, acting as a Staff Archaeologist monitored ground 
disturbing activities in support of the development of a commercial property in Avila 
Beach. Mr. Letter also assisted with the Phase III Data Recovery of a portion of a 
prehistoric site within the same parcel. Because the Project took place within a 
culturally sensitive area, coordination with a Native American monitor was 
necessary. Mr. Letter excavated test units and assisted with artifact processing as 
well as assisting with the preparation of the technical report. 
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Alyssa Berry 
Senior Biologist / Project Manager 

EDUCATION: .A. Earth and Environmental Science, Wesleyan University, May 2004 
Santa Barbara City College, Coursework in zoology and ornithology, Spring 

2006 
University of Pennsylvania, Geology Field Course, Red Lodge, Montana. 

June 2003 
School of International Training, Comparative Ecology, Ecuador. Spring 2003 

EXPERIENCE: Ms. Berry joined Padre in 2010 and has over 18 years of experience in 
natural resource surveys.  Ms. Berry has extensive experience in the 
coastal dunes and inland areas of the central coast, with focus on 
vegetation mapping, rare plants, habitat restoration, and threatened and 
endangered wildlife surveys.  Ms. Berry’s restoration experience includes 
creation and performance monitoring of freshwater wetlands, foredunes, 
coastal dune scrub, oak woodlands, and California native grasslands.  Ms. 
Berry has conducted protocol rare plant surveys and special-status wildlife 
surveys for projects throughout Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, 
Monterey, and Kern counties.    

 Ms. Berry currently manages Padre’s Biological Group in the San Luis 
Obispo office and is responsible for organizing biological surveys, permit 
compliance monitoring, biological resource studies, and restoration project 
management.  Ms. Berry has been trained in delineation of wetlands and 
waters.  Ms. Berry has delineated several wetlands and numerous waters, 
prepared Jurisdictional Determination Reports, and supported Section 
404/401/1600 permitting.   

 Representative projects Ms. Berry has managed or assisted with include 

 Marsh Street Bridge Replacement Project, City of San Luis Obispo, 
CA. Ms. Berry managed the environmental compliance and biological 
monitoring for the project. Key compliance components included nesting 
birds, steelhead, CRLF, and regulatory permits (Water Quality Certification 
and CDFW Streambed Alteration Agreement). She coordinated with the 
project team managers, trained construction personnel on environmental 
permit conditions, monitored water quality, conducted pre-activity surveys, 
monitored installation and removal of the dewatering and diversion system, 
monitored active nests, and implemented nest deterrence measures. She 
was approved under the Federal Highways Administration’s Federal Aid 
Program (8-8-10-F-58) Programmatic Biological Opinion) to relocated 
CRLF. She helped to relocate a juvenile steelhead from the project site 
during dewatering activities, under the authorization of National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) Biological Opinion (BRLS-5016(050)). 

 Railroad Safety Trail, City of San Luis Obispo, CA. Ms. Berry conducted 
biological and aquatic resources surveys and prepared a Natural 
Environmental Study (NES) for the project under Padre’s on-call services 
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contract with the Public Works Department.  The Railroad Safety Trail 
included a new segment of the Railroad Safety Trail from California 
Boulevard and Taft Street to Phillips Lane and a new pedestrian/bike 
bridge to Pepper Street. 

 Casmalia Mineral Fee Remediation, Casmalia, CA.  Ms. Berry has 
conducted biological field surveys, construction monitoring, and restoration 
at the Casmalia Mineral Fee since 2011.  Ms. Berry regularly performs pre-
activity nesting bird surveys and botanical surveys and general biological 
resource clearance surveys in support of on-going remediation activities.  
In addition, Ms. Berry has inspected abandoned buildings at the Project 
site for the presence/absence of bats. 

 Morro Bay Battery Energy Storage Project, City of Morro Bay, CA.  Ms. 
Berry coordinated and conducted biological resource surveys, prepared 
biological resource assessment reports, and reviewed the draft 
Environmental Impact Report for the project.  The Morro Bay Battery 
Storage Project proposes to redevelop a former powerplant into a 
renewable energy storage facility. Key issues included removal and 
encroachment into Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas (ESHA), 
special-status plants and wildlife, and native tree removals. 

 Guadalupe Restoration Project, San Luis Obispo County, CA.  Ms. 
Berry worked closely with regulatory representatives from the County of 
San Luis Obispo, California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and California Coastal 
Commission to achieve project compliance with permit conditions.  She 
has adhered to a multi-agency approved Wetland Restoration and 
Mitigation Plan through planting, photopoint monitoring, vegetation 
sampling, and jurisdictional delineations. She has seeded and monitored 
coastal dune scrub restoration and reference sites, using the point-
intercept method and one-meter belt transects.  Ms. Berry has managed 
the seed collection, propagation, and replacement planting of three 
California threatened and endangered plants. 

CERTIFICATIONS, 
PERMITS AND 
TRAINING: 

Wetland Delineation Training, Wetland Training Institute, 2016  
Measuring and Monitoring Plant Populations, California Native Plant Society, 

2012 
California Tiger Salamander Workshop, Elkhorn Slough, 2009 
Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard Identification Workshop, California State 

University, Bakersfield, 2009 
California red-legged frog Survey Techniques Workshop, Elkhorn Slough, 

2008 
Desert Tortoise Workshop, Desert Tortoise Council, Ridgecrest, 2007 

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS: 

California Native Plant Society, member 
California Native Grassland Association, member 
Central Coast Wildlife Society, member 
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Christina Santala 
Senior Biologist 

EDUCATION: B.S.  Biological Sciences, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, 
 1988.   

EXPERIENCE: Ms. Santala joined Padre Associates, Inc. in April 2007 and has over 25 years of 
experience in the environmental field.  Ms. Santala specializes in botany and 
ecological restoration of upland, riparian, and wetland habitats associated with 
utility pipeline and facilities decommissioning, oil field exploration, development, 
and remediation, bridge replacement and improvement, residential and 
commercial development, and streambed alteration projects.  In addition, Ms. 
Santala is experienced in conducting aquatic resources delineations and 
jurisdictional determinations in accordance with the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE) guidelines. 

 Representative projects Ms. Santala has managed and assisted with include: 

 San Luis Obispo Tank Farm Remediation and Restoration Project, San Luis 
Obispo County, California.  Ms. Santala was involved with this soil remediation 
and habitat restoration project for over ten years and served as lead restoration 
ecologist for initial restoration activities. Specific tasks included construction 
monitoring, pre-activity biological surveys, rare plant surveys and mapping, 
vegetation type identification and mapping, rare plant seed collection, botanical 
inventory surveys, weed management, development and implementation of the 
project habitat restoration plan, and California red-legged frog USFWS protocol 
level surveys. 

 Biological Resources Assessment Surveys, San Luis Obispo City and 
County, California. Ms. Santala completed numerous biological resources 
assessment surveys focused on the existing biological resources and the 
suitability of the habitat to support special-status plant and wildlife species, and 
presence/absence of special-status plant and wildlife species within the proposed 
residential and commercial project sites. Specific tasks included desktop review 
and database research, botanical and wildlife inventories, vegetation classification 
and mapping, aquatic resources delineations and jurisdictional determinations, 
report writing including preparation of avoidance and minimization and mitigation 
measures to protect potentially occurring special-status biological resources. In 
addition, Ms. Santala fostered and maintained and open communication with the 
client to ensure successful completion of the project. 
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EXPERIENCE 
CONTINUED: 

Cuyama River Tanker Spill Restoration Project, Santa Barbara and San Luis 
Obispo Counties, California.  Ms. Santala conducted biological baseline 
surveys and developed and implemented the habitat restoration and mitigation 
plan for this project. Specific tasks included rare plant and botanical inventory 
surveys, vegetation classification and mapping, development mitigation strategies 
and restoration performance criteria focused on establishment of riparian habitat, 
(CNPS)/California Department of Fish and Wildlife vegetation rapid assessment 
protocol surveys, report writing, and is currently involved with ongoing restoration 
site monitoring and annual reporting. 

 Morro Bay Power Plant Battery Storage Project, Morro Bay, California. Ms. 
Santala was involved with biological technical studies in support of the 
Environmental Impact Report prepared for the proposed project. Specific tasks 
included completion of botanical and wildlife inventories, surveys focused on 
suitability of the habitat to support potentially occurring special-status plant and 
wildlife species, rare plant surveys and mapping, tree inventory and mapping, 
vegetation classification and mapping, site constraints analysis, and report 
preparation. 

 Camp Roberts High Water Bridge Restoration Project, Monterey County 
California.  Ms. Santala was involved with biological field surveys and restoration 
plan development and monitoring for this project. Specific tasks included baseline 
vegetation and botanical surveys, aquatic resources delineation and jurisdictional 
determination surveys, development and implementation of the project restoration 
plan for wetland, riparian, and upland habitats, qualitative and quantitative 
restoration monitoring for the duration of the monitoring period, and associated 
report writing.  

CERTIFICATIONS, 
PERMITS AND 
TRAINING: 

CDFW Plant Voucher Collecting Permit 2081(a)-21-016-V. 

Rare Pond Species Survey Techniques Workshop (California red-legged frog, 
 California tiger salamander and southwestern pond turtle), Laguna de Santa 
 Rosa Foundation, 2008. 

Flowering Plant Families Workshop, Jepson Herbarium, 2010. 

Manual of California Vegetation Second Edition Workshop, California Native Plant 
 Society, 2012.   

Soil Morphology and Hydric Soils Workshop, California Native Plant Society, 
2015. 

Wetland Delineation Workshop, Jepson Herbarium, 2015.  

Grass ID Workshop; California Native Plant Society, 2023. 

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS: 

California Native Plant Society, member. 
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Mikhail Thule 
Project Biologist 

EDUCATION: B.S. Biology: Ecology & Evolution, University of California Santa Cruz, June 
2016 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Aquatic/Semi-Aquatic Herpetofauna Workshop, 
May 2018 

EXPERIENCE: Mr. Thule joined Padre in 2024 and has over 4 years of experience in 
natural resource surveys.  Mr. Thule has experience in the coastal dunes 
and inland areas of the central coast, with a focus on vegetation mapping, 
rare plants, habitat restoration, and threatened and endangered wildlife 
surveys.  Mr. Thule’s restoration experience includes creation and 
performance monitoring of freshwater wetlands, foredunes, coastal dune 
scrub, oak woodlands, and California native grasslands.  Mr. Thule has 
conducted protocol rare plant surveys and special-status wildlife surveys 
for projects within Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Monterey county.  

 Mr. Thule currently supports Padre’s Biological Group in the San Luis 
Obispo office and is responsible for conducting sensitive plant and animal 
surveys, nesting bird surveys, biological resources assessments, and 
restoration implementation. Mr. Thule has been trained in wetland 
delineations and has assisted in numerous delineations of both state and 
federal jurisdictional wetlands. Mr. Thule is experienced in conducting 
protocol level surveys for listed botanical and wildlife species within 
sensitive habitats.     

 Representative projects Mr. Thule has worked on include 

 Chorro Street Art Fence Installation, City of San Luis Obispo, CA. Mr. 
Thule worked as the primary biologist conducting the nesting bird surveys 
for any potential nesting habitat disturbances during construction activities 
of the Chorro Street Art Fence Installation project. Mr. Thule worked 
alongside the contractors to identify trees to be removed as well as 
additional trees and/or other potential nesting habitats within the area of 
potential disturbance to maintain compliance with the City of SLO Public 
Works department CRB No. 15.2.  

 San Luis Obispo Tank Farm Restoration and Remediation Project, 
San Luis Obispo, CA. Mr. Thule worked as the project primary botanical 
and wildlife monitor for daily construction activities. Mr. Thule supported 
the project’s remediation and restoration with pre-disturbance biological 
surveys, vernal pool fairy shrimp and other sensitive wildlife surveys, 
wildlife relocations, sensitive plant population mapping, soils management, 
nesting bird surveys, and wildlife deterrence management. Mr. Thule was 
also the project’s primary SWPPP practitioner designing erosion control 
measures, conducting weekly inspections, rain event action plans, and 
stormwater sampling and reporting. Mr. Thule worked closely with 
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contractors to manage the design and implementation of restoration 
features such as a CDFW permitted streambed alteration, wetlands 
including fairy shrimp habitat, and grasslands. Mr. Thule was responsible 
for the reporting of biological activities from weekly to annual documents. 

 Dangermond Preserve Oak Woodland Restoration, Lompoc, CA. Mr. 
Thule supported the implementation of restoration programs including the 
oak woodland weed abatement, botanical surveys, and sensitive wildlife 
monitoring programs. Mr. Thule conducted surveys of sensitive biological 
resources within oak woodland, grassland, riparian, and wetland habitats 
throughout multiple restoration sites on the preserve.   

 Dynegy Morro Bay Power Plant Decommissioning, Morro Bay, CA.  
Mr. Thule provided biological and compliance monitoring during the 
offshore pipeline abandonment. As a marine mammal monitor, Mr. Thule 
worked from the crane barge conducting surveys for marine mammals 
within various set exclusion zones during different stages of project 
activities. As a compliance monitor, Mr. Thule oversaw the 
decommissioning activities of the offshore pipeline removal phases. 

 Guadalupe Restoration Project, San Luis Obispo County, CA.  Mr. 
Thule worked as a project primary botanical and wildlife monitor supporting 
both the geo-environmental and ecological team conducting a wide variety 
of tasks. Mr. Thule was a team lead for the SWPPP, including inspections, 
erosion prevention planning, and rain event action plans. Mr. Thule 
supported the restoration monitoring program by running vegetation 
transects and quadrats to assess the progress of restoration by native 
plant recruitment. Mr. Thule conducted listed plant surveys for beach 
spectacle pod, La Graciosa Thistle, and surf thistle to assess population 
size. Mr. Thule led protocol level eye shine surveys of the federally 
endangered California red-legged frog (CRLF). Mr. Thule assisted in the 
crayfish trapping as part of the conservation program for the federally 
endangered tidewater goby population in the Santa Maria River. 

CERTIFICATIONS, 
PERMITS AND 
TRAINING: 

Qualified Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) Practitioner 
(QSP): #26910, California 

Certified Erosion, Sediment, & Stormwater Inspector (CESSWI): #5371, 
EnviroCert International 

California Anostraca and Nostraca Identification Class, Fairy Shrimp ID, 
California 

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS: 

Central Coast Wildlife Society, member 
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Melissa Cabello 
Staff Biologist   

EDUCATION: B.S. Environmental Resource Management, California State University Bakersfield, 
California, 2023 

EXPERIENCE: Ms. Cabello joined Padre Associates, Inc. in May 2023 after earning a B.S. in 
Environmental Resource Management with a concentration in Forestry. Ms. 
Cabello is responsible for providing environmental oversight for a range of 
projects within San Luis Obispo County. Ms. Cabello is experienced in conducting 
a variety of biological resource surveys, construction monitoring, pre-activity 
surveys, nesting bird surveys, and identifying threatened and endangered species 
(including but not limited to San Joaquin kit fox, California red-legged frog, 
California tiger salamander, and blunt-nosed leopard lizard). 

 Representative projects Ms. Cabello has worked on include: 

 SR-46 Cholame Construction – San Luis Obispo County, CA; January 2024 
to present. Ms. Cabello is an approved biological monitor and has assisted with 
providing weekly fence inspections as well as pre-activity biological surveys for 
sensitive species including nesting birds, California red-legged frog, California 
tiger salamander, potential SJKF dens, and other sensitive species within the SR-
46 Cholame Construction Project in San Luis Obispo County. 

 

 Chorro Creek Bank Stabilization Project – San Luis Obispo, CA; February 
2024 to present. Ms. Cabello assisted with conducting a field survey and desktop 
review focusing on existing biological resources, suitability of the habitat to 
support special-status plant and wildlife species known to occur in the Project 
region, and presence/absence of special-status plant and wildlife species within 
the Project site. Additionally, Ms. Cabello assisted with preparing a Biological 
Resource Assessment (BRA) report and Biological Assessment (BA) report in 
support of the Project’s permit applications. 
 

 Purple Amole Monitoring – San Miguel, CA; March 2024 to present. Ms. 
Cabello assisted with providing protocol-level Purple amole monitoring, for the 
federally listed Purple amole, occurring at the CMD’s Camp Roberts Military 
Training Site located in San Luis Obispo County. This project includes annual 
vegetative and reproductive monitoring, installation of seed traps, and 
photographs from established photo monitoring points. 
 

 Ridge Road Templeton BRA – Templeton, CA; August 2023. Ms. Cabello 
assisted with conducting a field survey and desktop review focusing on existing 
biological resources, suitability of the habitat to support special-status plant and 
wildlife species known to occur in the Project region, and presence/absence of 
special-status plant and wildlife species within the Project site and access road. 
Additionally, Ms. Cabello assisted with preparing a Biological Resource 
Assessment (BRA) report for the project.  
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 Archaeological and Biological Studies, New Telecommunication Tower 
Project – Atascadero, CA; February 2024. Ms. Cabello assisted with 
conducting a field survey and desktop review focusing on existing biological 
resources, suitability of the habitat to support special-status plant and wildlife 
species known to occur in the Project region, and presence/absence of special-
status plant and wildlife species within the Project site and access road. 
Additionally, Ms. Cabello assisted with preparing a Biological Resource 
Assessment (BRA) report for the project.  

Avila Beach Drive Environmental Compliance – San Luis Obispo County, 
CA; September 2023. Ms. Cabello assisted with conducting a preconstruction 
wildlife survey for silvery legless lizards. Hand search methods were used during 
the survey in areas of disturbance where legless lizards were expected to be 
found (e.g., under shrubs, other vegetation, or debris). Hand search surveys were 
completed immediately prior to and during grading activities. Additionally, Ms. 
Cabello conducted construction monitoring during initial clearing and grading 
activities to capture and relocated reptiles, as needed. 

 

PROFESSIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS: 

California Native Plant Society, Member 

Central Coast Wildlife Society, Member 
 

Exhibit A

203



   

 

APPENDIX B 
 

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECT EXPERIENCE 
  

Exhibit A

204



Cambria Community Service District
Environmental Monitoring
East Ranch Community Park Restroom Installation

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE 

Padre personnel have extensive experience in environmental compliance, construction 
monitoring and biological and cultural resource studies.  The paragraphs below provide a 
representative listing of our relevant local project experience. 

COMPLIANCE MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING 

Marsh Street Bridge Project, San Luis Obispo 
Services:  Environmental Compliance Services 
Client:  Filippin Engineering, Inc. 

As a subconsultant to Filippin Engineering, Padre provided 
environmental compliance services to the City of San Luis Obispo 
(City), in support of the Marsh Street Bridge Replacement Project 
(Project).  Padre was responsible for documenting compliance with 
the Project’s environmental permits, including Section 1600 
Streambed Alteration Agreement, Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification, and a Caltrans Programmatic Biological Opinion. 
Padre’s biologists were approved by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) to independently survey for and relocate California red-legged frog prior 
to and during diversion and dewatering activities.  National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
authorized Padre biologists to relocate steelhead encountered at the Project, under an emergency 
take permit. Padre biologists installed block nets and passively relocated steelhead prior to 
dewatering activities to avoid significant impacts to federally protected fish.  Throughout the 
Project, Padre was a liaison between the City and regulatory agencies, submitting mandated 
reports and notifications, requesting variances for nesting bird buffers, and providing schedule 
updates. Padre monitored for special-status wildlife, including nesting birds, California red-legged 
frog, and steelhead during Project activities.  Padre completed pre-activity surveys, construction 
monitoring, post-construction surveys, and compliance reporting per the Project’s permits and 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, as well as, provided worker environmental 
awareness training to all Project personnel. 

Cook Residence Biological and Archaeological Services; Nipomo, California 
Services: Biological and Archaeological Studies, Compliance Services, and Subsurface Testing 
Client: Mr. and Ms. Cook 

Padre completed biological and archaeological 
services in support of a residential construction project 
proposed within an approximately ten-acre parcel in the 
foothills of Nipomo. Biological services included a desktop 
review to determine the baseline environmental conditions, 
biological resources assessment field survey focused on 
existing botanical and wildlife resources, vegetation 
classification and mapping, suitability of the habitat to 
support special-status plants and wildlife, analysis of 
potential impacts to biological resources due to project 
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Environmental Monitoring
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implementation, and report preparation. Archaeological services consisted of an expedited 
archaeological records search from the Central Coast Information Center, completion of an 
extended Phase I pedestrian survey and subsurface investigation to identify archaeological sites 
and isolates within the project site, and survey report preparation. The San Luis Obispo County 
Department of Planning and Building approved the project and issued a Minor Use Permit that 
contained several Conditions of Approval related to biological and archaeological resources. 
Padre implemented the relevant measures including pre-activity surveys and construction 
monitoring to avoid and minimize impacts to biological and archaeological resources.  

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Cool Barn and Residence, Avila Beach, San Luis Obispo County 
Services:  Aquatic Resources Delineation, Biological Resource Assessment, Manzanita and Oak 
Replacement Plan, Compliance Monitoring, and Stormwater Pollution and Prevent Plan (SWPPP) 
Client:  Monty Cool 

Padre completed biological and 
archaeological services in support of this 
residential construction project within an 
approximately 55-acre parcel located 
approximately 1.5 miles east of Avila Beach. 
Biological services included completion of a 
biological resources assessment field 
survey, a follow-up spring botanical survey, 
an aquatic resources delineation survey 
conducted in accordance with United States 
Army Corps of Engineers guidelines, and 
report preparation to support Archaeological 
services consisted of an archaeological 
records search from the Central Coast 
Information Center, completion of a Phase I archaeological pedestrian survey within the project 
site, and archaeological survey report preparation. The surveys were conducted to support the 
permit application for the project. The San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and 
Building issued a Developer’s Statement/Coastal Development Plan for the project that included 
mitigation measures to minimize impacts to biological resources, and no further archaeological 
component was needed. Padre implemented the measures including pre-construction wildlife 
surveys for Townsend’s big-eared bat, Northern California legless lizard, sensitive bumblebees, 
and nesting birds, presentation of a worker’s environmental awareness training, inventory and 
mapping of sensitive manzanita and oak trees and preparation of a manzanita and oak tree 
protection and replacement plan, daily pre-activity biological clearance surveys, construction 
monitoring, and preparation of a project completion report to summarize compliance with the 
County measures.  
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Various Residential and Commercial Development Projects, San Luis Obispo County 
Services:  Biological Resource Assessments 
Client:  Multiple (full list available upon request) 

Padre has conducted biological resources 
assessment surveys for numerous residential and small 
commercial projects throughout San Luis Obispo County 
within coastal and inland wetland, riparian, and upland 
habitats. The primary focus of the biological resources 
assessments was to provide the client with a complete 
and comprehensive summary of the existing biological 
and ecological conditions and special-status plants and 
wildlife that have the potential to occur within the project 
site and region. In addition, Padre provided 
recommendations to avoid or minimize impacts to 
biological resources, sensitive habitats, and potentially occurring special-status species. Key 
issue areas that Padre has encountered have included aquatic resources, wetland and riparian 
habitats, environmentally sensitive habitat areas, special-status plants and wildlife (California red-
legged frog, western pond turtle, San Joaquin kit fox, American badger, burrowing owl), and oak 
trees. In addition to field work, Padre completed queries of environmental databases such as the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s California Natural Diversity Database, United States 
Fish and Wildlife’s Critical Habitat Portal and National Wetland Inventory to obtain relevant 
information regarding biological resources of the project site.  

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Mid-Higuera Bypass Project, City of San Luis Obispo 
Services:  Archaeological Subsurface Investigations, Construction Mitigation and Monitoring 
Client:  City of San Luis Obispo, Public Works Department 

Padre is currently providing cultural resource services 
in support of the Mid-Higuera Bypass Project, which 
requires excavation along San Luis Obispo Creek to 
offset downtown during future rain events. Pursuant to 
mitigation measures in the final environmental 
documents, Padre has prepared a cultural resource 
monitoring and testing plan that has been reviewed 
and approved by the City and County Flood Control 
District.  Because previous studies identified one 
portion of the Project as sensitive for buried historic-
aged cultural deposits, Padre will complete 

exploratory backhoe trenching in accordance with the approved testing plan.  To determine the 
best placement of backhoe trenches to capture possible buried resources within the proposed 
grading area, Padre’s GIS staff georeferenced relevant Sanborn Fire Insurance maps and the 95 
percent design drawings on a current aerial photograph of the testing area to create a map of 
potential resource locations. Once testing is completed, Padre will process and analyze the 
artifacts collected and report all findings in a technical report.   
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Avila Ranch Development Project, Buckley Road Extension, City of San Luis Obispo 
Services:  Archaeological Monitoring 
Client:  Wathen Castanos Homes 

Padre currently provides archaeological and 
tribal monitors in support of the Buckley Road 
Extension, which is part of the larger Avila Ranch 
Development Project in the southern part of the City of 
San Luis Obispo.  In compliance with the mitigation 
measures included in the Project Environmental Impact 
Report, one Padre archaeologist and one member of 
the local Chumash tribe monitor all Project-related 
ground disturbance for the presence of significant 
cultural materials and features. Prior to ground 
disturbance, the Padre archaeologist provides cultural 
resource awareness training for all construction 
personnel.  Padre is also contracted to monitor the remaining phases of the Avila Ranch 
Development Project in 2022 and beyond.  Once all ground disturbance is complete, the senior 
archaeologist will prepare a cultural resource completion report summarizing all encountered 
finds. Cultural concerns associated with this project have required frequent communication with 
the yak tityu tityu Northern Chumash tribe. 

Harbor Terrace Development Project, San Luis Obispo 
Services:  Archaeological Monitoring, Subsurface Investigation, Archaeological Data Recovery 
Client:  RTA Harbor Terrace, LLC. 

Padre completed 
extensive archaeological 
subsurface testing and long-
term archaeological 
monitoring in support of a 
large commercial 
development project at a 
highly sensitive and 
significant prehistoric site in 
Avila Beach.  This Project 
required close coordination 
with Chumash tribal 
monitors.  Primary tasks 
included the excavation of 
several data recovery units, 
water-assisted artifact 
screening, completion of soil 
profiles, documentation of 
artifacts, the direction of heavy equipment, and the recovery of human remains. 
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2024 FEE SCHEDULE 

1861 Knoll Drive  Ventura, California 93003  805-644-2220  

2024 STANDARD FEE SCHEDULE 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Principal Professional II ............................................................................................ $ 220/hr. 

Principal Professional ............................................................................................... $ 190/hr. 

Senior Professional II ................................................................................................ $ 170/hr. 

Senior Professional ................................................................................................... $ 160/hr. 

Project Professional II ............................................................................................... $ 135/hr. 

Project Professional .................................................................................................. $ 125/hr. 

Staff Professional II ................................................................................................... $ 115/hr. 

Staff Professional ...................................................................................................... $ 100/hr. 

Senior Technician (Non-Prevailing Wage) ............................................................... $ 95/hr. 

Senior Technician (Prevailing Wage) ....................................................................... $ 100/hr. 

Technician (Non-Prevailing Wage) .......................................................................... $ 85/hr. 

Technician (Prevailing Wage) .................................................................................. $ 90/hr. 

Senior GIS/CAD Specialist ....................................................................................... $ 115/hr. 

GIS/CAD Specialist................................................................................................... $ 100/hr. 

Drafting ...................................................................................................................... $ 80/hr. 

Word Processing/Technical Editor ........................................................................... $ 85/hr. 

*Overtime rates for Technicians and Office Staff is 1.3 x rates shown. 

Fees for expert witness preparation, testimony, court appearances, or depositions will be 
billed at the rate of $450 per hour. 

OTHER DIRECT CHARGES 
Subcontracted Services ...................................................................................... Cost Plus 15% 
Outside Reproduction ......................................................................................... Cost Plus 15% 
Travel, Subsistence, and Expenses ................................................................... Cost Plus 15% 
Vehicle ................................................................................................................ $ 90/day 
Photoionization Detector .................................................................................... $ 120/day 
Nuclear Density Gauge ...................................................................................... $ 85/day 
Automobile Mileage ............................................................................................ $ 0.85/mile 
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KMA	
Kevin Merk Associates, LLC						|						P.O.	Box	318,	San	Luis	Obispo,	CA	93406							|							805-748-5837	

Environmental Consulting Services 

	
September	27,	2024	
	
	
Mr.	Tristan	Reaper	
Program	Manager,	Engineering	&	Utilities	
Cambria	Community	Services	District	
5500	Heath	Lane	
Cambria,	CA	93428	
	
	
Subject:	 Environmental	Monitoring	Services	Proposal	for	the	Fiscalini	Ranch	Bathroom	

Project,	Cambria,	San	Luis	Obispo	County,	California	
	
	
Dear	Mr.	Reaper:	
	
Kevin	Merk	Associates,	LLC	(KMA)	is	pleased	to	submit	this	scope	of	work	and	cost	estimate	to	
provide	environmental	monitoring	services	in	support	of	the	Cambria	Community	Services	
District’s	(CCSD)	Bathroom	Project	on	the	Fiscalini	Ranch.		KMA	would	provide	environmental	
monitoring	oversight	consistent	with	the	County	of	San	Luis	Obispo’s	Conditions	of	Approval	
(PMTC2022-00061)	and	the	project	Environmental	Monitoring	Plan	prepared	by	Firma	(March	
2016).		KMA	will	provide	biological	resources	services	and	will	team	with	Central	Coast	
Archeological	Research	Consultants	(CCARC)	to	cover	the	cultural	resources	requirements,	which	
includes	a	Native	American	monitor.		A	more	detailed	description	of	our	work	program	is	outlined	
below.			
	
SCOPE	OF	WORK	
	
Pre-Activity	Survey	and	Report.		KMA	will	conduct	field	work	to	clear	the	area	prior	to	ground	
disturbing	activities	to	search	for	active	wood	rat	nests,	badger	dens	and	burrowing	owl	activity	
including	occupied	burrows.		Please	refer	to	BIO/mm-14,	25,	and	26	for	additional	details	regarding	
the	County	requirements.		Since	the	project	is	occurring	outside	the	nesting	bird	season,	impacts	to	
nesting	birds	are	not	expected.		The	survey	will	occur	within	30	days	prior	to	disturbance,	and	the	
methods	and	results	of	the	survey	will	be	provided	to	the	CCSD	in	a	report	suitable	for	transmittal	
to	the	County	and	other	agencies,	if	required.		Active	wood	rat	nests,	burrowing	owl	burrows,	or	
badger	dens	will	require	avoidance,	but	inactive	nests/dens	may	be	selectively	removed	once	it	is	
confirmed	that	no	animals	are	present.		Further	inspection	of	a	wood	rat	nest	or	badger	den	would	
be	completed	as	detailed	in	the	County’s	Environmental	Mitigations	(refer	to	BIO/mm-14).	
.	
Environmental	Awareness	Training	and	Construction	Monitoring.		KMA	and	CCARC	will	
provide	environmental	awareness	training	on	the	first	day	of	construction	to	ensure	the	contractor	
is	aware	of	the	sensitive	resources	present	in	the	project	area	and	establish	the	communication	
protocols	expected	during	construction.		Terry	Joslin-Azevedo	of	CCARC	will	be	the	qualified	
archaeologist	and	will	also	provide	a	Native	American	monitor	to	observe	all	earth	disturbing	
activities	consistent	with	the	Environmental	Monitoring	Plan	and	County	requirements.		CCARC	will	
coordinate	with	the	appropriate	Northern	Chumash	Tribe	of	San	Luis	Obispo	County	and	Region	
and/or	Salinan	Tribe	of	Monterey	and	San	Luis	Obispo	Counties	to	monitor	initial	ground	
disturbance.		The	monitoring	effort	assumes	all	earthwork	will	be	completed	in	one	week,	and	does	
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not	include	archaeological	surveys,	evaluations	of	cultural	resources	or	architectural	history/built	
environmental	studies.	
	
KMA’s	biological	monitoring	scope	also	anticipates	one	week	of	daily	monitoring	during	earthwork,	
and	then	will	scale	back	to	spot	checks	as	deemed	appropriate	in	consultation	with	the	CCSD	and	
contractor.		Archaeological	and	Native	American	monitoring	will	be	complete	after	one	week,	but	
will	be	available	on	an	as-needed,	time	and	materials	basis	should	additional	trenching	or	ground	
disturbance	be	required	after	the	first	week.		KMA	and	CCARC	will	work	with	the	CCSD	and	
contractor	to	ensure	all	County	Conditions	of	Approval	and	required	mitigation	measures	are	
implemented.		As	stated	above,	KMA	biologists	will	continue	to	coordinate	with	the	contractor	after	
the	initial	site	disturbance	is	completed	and	will	conduct	spot	checks	of	project	activities	to	
document	progress.		KMA	and	CCARC	will	provide	as-needed	technical	support	to	the	project	team	
following	the	initial	earthwork,	and	answer	questions	or	requests	for	information	from	the	
contractor.		Once	the	building	and	all	infrastructure	are	finished,	KMA	and	CCARC	will	prepare	
completion	reports	documenting	all	construction	work	and	include	any	pertinent	observations	
made	during	the	earth	disturbing	activities.			
	
COST	ESTIMATE	
	
We	propose	to	complete	the	above	scope	of	work	on	a	time	and	materials	reimbursement	basis	
against	an	estimated	budget	of	$45,970.		Please	refer	to	the	attached	cost	estimate	for	further	detail.		
Expenses	for	vehicle	reimbursement,	field	equipment	and	other	associated	costs	are	also	included.		
Additional	tasks	not	identified	above	would	be	completed	following	written	authorization	from	the	
CCSD	on	a	time	and	materials	basis	consistent	with	our	standard	fee	schedule	and	the	existing	
Agreement	for	Consultant	Services	issued	by	the	CCSD	on	May	16,	2022.			
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	provide	environmental	consulting	services	for	this	project.		If	you	
have	any	questions	regarding	this	proposal,	please	call	me	directly.	
	
Sincerely,	
KEVIN	MERK	ASSOCIATES,	LLC	

	
Kevin	B.	Merk		
Principal	Biologist	
	
	
	
Attachments:	 Cost	Estimate	Spreadsheet	
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Task Cost Hours Principal 
Biologist

Senior 
Biologist Biologist GIS 

Specialist Admin CCARC 
Archaeologist

CCARC NA 
Monitor

$165/hr $145/hr $125/hr $115/hr $85/hr $165/hr $140/hr
Task 1 - Pre-Activity Survey and Report $3,375 23 8 12 2 1
Task 2 - Environmental Awareness Training $3,015 21 4 6 4 1 4 2
Task 3 - Construction Monitoring - Biological Resources* $14,235 99 32 32 32 2 1
Task 4 - Construction Monitoring - Cultural Resources** $13,685 91 1 40 50
Task 5 - Final Completion Report - Biological Resources $3,665 25 8 14 2 1
Task 6 - Final Completion Report - Cultural Resources $3,055 19 1 18
Project Management $2,440 16 8 2 2 4
Expenses (Vehicle, Field Equipment, Report Production) $2,500

Total Budget Estimate $45,970 294 60 66 32 10 8 66 52

*Assumes earthwork requiring full time biological monitoring will be completed in one week and monitoring can then be reduced to spot checks.

**Assumes CCARC Archaeologist and Native American Monitor will be onsite one week during grading, excavation and trenching.

KMA
Kevin Merk Associates, LLC

Budgetary Cost Estimate for Environmental Monitoring Services:
Cambria Community Services District's Fiscalini Ranch Bathroom Project
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6A 
 
Report on the October 22, 2024, Finance Standing Committee meeting, for the November 14, 2024, 

CCSD Board Agenda 
 
The October 22, 2024, Regular Meeting of the Finance Standing Committee was held at the Veterans’ 
Memorial Hall in person and via Zoom. 
 
Committee Chair Tom Gray called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Other Committee members present were Vice-Chair Cheryl McDowell, Secretary David Pierson, Karen 
Chrisman, Keith Hinrichsen and Scott McCann.   
 
Staff present were CCSD General Manager Matthew McElhenie  Administrative Department Manager 
Denise Fritz and Confidential Administrative Assistant Haley Dodson. 
 
Also attending were Dick Clark and Juli Amodei. Eric Johnson attended via Zoom.  
 
In his Chair Report, Mr. Gray inquired of Ms. Fritz whether the scheduling of the next Committee 
meeting on Dec. 10 would allow enough time for consideration of an updated procedure for administrative 
cost allocation so that it can be adopted for the upcoming budget cycle. Ms. Fritz said she believed it 
would be. 
 
In Ad Hoc Committee Report(s), Ms. Fritz reported that the Long-Term Financial Planning Ad Hoc had 
not met in the prior month. She said she would work on modeling for administrative cost allocation and 
that ad hoc committee on that topic would have a report ready for the Finance Committee on Dec. 10. 
 
There was no Public Comment from attendees in person or via Zoom. One comment was submitted in 
writing and is posted on the CCSD website. 
 
On the Consent Agenda, the Committee approved the July 23, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes by a vote 
of 5-0, with changes requested by Mr. Gray and Ms. Chrisman. Changes include a corrected spelling of 
General Manager McElhenie’s name and a rephrasing of the discussion about skatepark maintenance. 
That latter was to clarify that the Committee discussed, but did not make formal recommendations, on the 
need to clean restrooms and to open and close the park daily. 
 
Regular Business included the following items: 
 
4.A Discussion and Consideration of the Fiscal Year 2024/2025 First Quarter Budget Report and 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Ms. Fritz reviewed the changes to the budget in the 1st quarter.  Mr. Hinrichsen asked for clarification on 
a number of items in the budget and Ms. Fritz provided explanations. Mr. Gray asked what the difference 
was between the Original Budget column and the Current Total Budget column.  Ms. Fritz clarified that 
the Current Total Budget includes the encumbrances brought forward at the end of the previous fiscal 
year. 
 
Mr. McElhenie then reported that there are probable significant cost increases in several of the enterprise 
projects listed in the CIP, including replacement of the water and effluent lines through San Simeon State 
Park (now expected to cost $4.5 million), replacement of the Stuart Street tanks (approaching $2.5 
million) and water meter upgrades (now at $2 million. There followed a discussion on the replacement of 
the customer water meters and the time and monies needed to get that project completed.  
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There was no public comment on this item. 
 
Mr. Pierson moved to forward the report to the Board of Directors recommending approval.   
 
Mr. Hinrichsen seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5-0. 
 
4.B Discussion and Consideration of Proposed Funding Framework for Skatepark Maintenance 
  
This was a continuation of the Skatepark maintenance funding discussion begun by the Committee at its 
previous meeting on September 24, 2024. Mr. McElhenie noted that the Committee was unable from the 
available data to determine how much it would cost annually to maintain the park. After discussion with 
representatives of the Cambria Community Council (CCC) and Skate Cambria, he developed a proposal to 
pay for five years of maintenance from private funds while monitoring costs (including staff time) to 
determine long-term financing needs. 
   
Dick Clark, President of the CCC, described how the maintenance could be funded through an annuity.  
The annuity would use both restricted and unrestricted funds currently held by the CCC, a total of 
$62,000, to fund $4,000 in maintenance each year.  This combined with the $1,000 pledge from the 
Cambria Lions Club would provide a budget of $5,000 per year.  Mr. McElhenie reported the CCSD staff 
is prepared to track all Skatepark costs for the first five years following construction to get a reasonable 
budget for the years following.  There was then a discussion on who would hold and invest the $62,000, 
the CCSD or the CCC.   
    
There was public comment on this topic from Juli Amodei. 
    
Mr. Pierson moved to recommend the proposed funding framework for skatepark maintenance to  the 
Board of Directors using the combined funds of $5,000 for the maintenance of the skate park.  The 
$62,000 would be held and invested by the CCC.   
 
Ms. McDowell seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5-0.  
 
Mr.  Gray next asked for any future agenda items. Mr. Pierson requested the CIP items for the Veterans’ 
Hall be updated and reviewed at the next meeting.  Ms. McDowell asked for an update on the Veterans’ 
Hall fee changes.   
 
Mr. Gray adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 
 
--Respectfully submitted by 
Tom Gray, Chair, Finance Standing Committee 
November 12, 2024 
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6B 
To:  CCSD Board of Directors 

From:  Debra Scott, Chair, Policy Committee 

Re:  Policy Committee Regular Meeting, Thursday, October 24, 2024 

The Policy Committee Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm at the Cambria Veterans Hall by the 
Chairperson.  

A quorum was established by the attendance of Committee Members: Gordon Heinrichs, Vice Chair, Donn 
Howell, Secretary, and Committee Members, Claudia Harmon-Worthen, and James Townsend. Committee 
Member Ted Key was not present due to an excused absence.  Staff present were Matthew McElhenie, General 
Manager and Denise Fritz, Administrative Department Manager. 

Three public members, Crosby and Laura Schwartz were present at the meeting on Zoom. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  The Chair reported her conversation with David Aguirre, Facilities & Resources 
Manager, as a follow up to a discussion at the last Policy Committee meeting related to a question by 
Committee Member Harmon-Worthen. The question was whether Mr. Aguirre needed further direction on how 
to deal with the homeless encampments that he addresses. Mr. Aguirre stated that he has sufficient direction 
based on his position description and the District’s policies.  

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS: There were no Committee Member communications. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment. 

CONSENT AGENDA: The August 22, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved with minimal edits. The 
Committee approved the minutes with the suggested edits. 

REGULAR BUSINESS: 

4.A. Review, Discussion, and Approval of the Procurement Policies and Procedures Policy 2135 Revisions 
and Approve Recommendations to the Board of Directors 

This policy was forwarded to the Policy Committee for review after a second review by the Finance Committee. 
The policy in the committee packet was the draft edited by the Finance Committee after the Policy Committee’s 
review and comments. Ms. Fritz informed the Finance Committee of the suggestions that were made by the 
Policy Committee. The Committee Members made several suggestions for further revisions to the draft policy. 
Ms. Fritz made notes regarding those suggestions and edits which will be provided to the Board of Directors 
when they consider the new policy during one of their November meetings. The Committee voted to approve 
the draft policy and forward their further comments to the Board for consideration.  

Public Comment: There was no public comment.  

4.B  Discuss and Consider a Draft Policy to Address the Streetlights and Lights at Other Facilities under 
CCSD’s Jurisdiction 

The Board of Directors, at its October 10, 2024 meeting, directed the Policy Committee to draft a CCSD policy 
regarding Street lights and Lights at Other Facilities under CCSD Jurisdiction. The Chair encouraged the 
Committee Members to review the October 10th discussion during the Board meeting to better understand the 
needs of the Board for this policy. Committee Member Harmon-Worthen circulated a previous draft policy for 
this concern. The Chair assigned an ad hoc committee comprised of Committee Members Harmon-Worthen and 
Key to draft the initial version of the policy for review at the committee’s December meeting. Both Committee 
Members accepted the ad hoc assignment (Ms. Harmon-Worthen at the meeting and Mr. Key via email after the 
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meeting). Ms. Harmon-Worthen suggested that the committee members read an article in the San Diego 
Magazine on Cambria’s interest in adopting the Dark Skies Initiative.  

Public comment:  There was no public comment. 

4.C. Update and Discussion on the Climate Adaptation Policy Number 1060 

The Chair reported to the Committee that the Board of Directors at its October 17th meeting approved the draft 
policy with a vote of 4 in favor and 1 against the policy. Few edits were suggested and approved by the Board. 
Those included deleting the second sentence of the “Purpose” section, to correct a typographical error in the 
second paragraph of that section, to change the words, “as soon as available” to “when feasible” in Section 
1060.1 Policy Principles and Goals under Transportation section, and to remove a comma in the last sentence of 
the policy under 1060.2 Policy Procedures. The Committee approved the suggested changes and voiced support 
for the Board’s approval of the policy and voiced understanding that the next step in climate adaptation for the 
CCSD would be for the Board President to assign an ad hoc committee of 2 Board members to begin the 
Climate Action Plan.  

Public Comment:  There was no public comment.   

4.D.  Discussion Regarding the CCSD Policy Handbook Index Contents and Direction for the Policy 
Committee 

The Chair presented this agenda item, drawing the Committee Members’ attention to the handout in the 
committee packet. She discussed the contents of the handbook index by pointing out the various actions that had 
been taken by the committee and the improvements that have been made in the contents of the handbook. She 
discussed the history of the Policy Committee, how and when it was formed in 2019 and the initial focus of the 
standing committee. Since that time, the Committee Bylaws have been revised to specifically focus the work of 
the Policy Committee. The Committee Members verbalized their perspective that the change in the Bylaws in 
2022 had limited the focus of the committee so that it seemed that the Board was not supportive of the work of 
the committee. Discussion ensued related to what the committee might address during future meetings. The 
Chair reported to the committee that there was some movement with the Board to sunset the Policy Committee 
and rename and refocus the efforts of another standing committee. She described the Board’s interest in 
addressing work related to fire safety and preparedness. General McElhenie described some of the 
conversations that he has had with Board members and Fire Chief Burkey related to a need for more work in 
this area. The Chair suggested to the Committee Members that they consider what direction the Policy 
Committee might take in the future if the committee continues. This topic will be on the Policy Committee’s 
December meeting agenda for further discussion. 

Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 

4.E.  Discussion Regarding the Schedule for the 2025 Policy Committee Meetings 

The Committee reviewed the dates for the 2025 meeting dates. Some comments were made about whether or 
not there will be a Policy Committee in 2025. The Chair reminded the members that they will need to reapply to 
be on a standing advisory committee in 2025. Committee Members Townsend and Harmon-Worthen stated that 
they may not reapply.  

Public Comment: There was no public comment. 

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

The committee verbalized some future agenda items to be considered. They included: 
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1. Draft Policy to Address the Streetlights and Lights at Other Facilities under CCSD’s Jurisdiction 
2. Possible change in the Policy Committee’s focus, charge, and name in 2025 based on the Board 

of Director’s direction 

Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 

The Policy Committee Meeting was adjourned at 4:59 p.m. 
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PROS Committee Report for the November 8, 2024 CCSD Board Meeting 
The CCSD Parks, Recreation and Open Space Committee held a meeting October 15, 2024, 2:00-3:45 PM, in 
person at the Vets Hall and via Zoom.  We had a quorum, with all Committee Members present: Shannon 
Sutherland, Juli Amodei, Steve Kniffen Jim Bahringer and Jeff Wilson. PROS Committee Chair Thomas 
presided over the meeting. 
Staff was represented by GM Matthew McElhenie and F&R Manager David Aguirre. 
Public Present: Dick Clark.  We had the following participants on zoom: Kitty Connally and Karen Argano. 
Chair Report: Chair Thomas reported on relevant discussions at recent CCSD Board meeting. 
Ad Hoc Committee Report, Chair Thomas summarized the status of the 3 ad hoc committees initiated since 
the September 2023 formation of the PROS Committee:  

• The East Ranch Community Park Phase 3 Plan is on the agenda. 
• The Community Park Signage & Facilities Style Guide ad hoc committee, formed 11/7/2023, was 

disbanded 9/17/2024. 
• We disbanded the Open Space Management Plan Ad Hoc Committee (formed 1/31/2024.)  A CCSD 

Board Objective to Develop a Management Plan for CCSD-owned undeveloped parcels was added in 
March.  Jeff Wilson will be the PROS Committee member responsible for working with the GM and 
others designated in the Strategic Plan. 

Committee Member Communications, 2:06 PM: Jeff Wilson brought up concerns regarding the Sunday 
October 6 incident on Fiscalini Ranch Preserve, and suggested review and improvement of signage.   

Reports from Affiliated Community Groups: 
Greenspace the Cambria Land Trust, 2:10 PM, Executive Director Karin Argano reported: 

• The recent Saturday October 12 event at Creekside Reserve. 
• Sunday October 20, 5:00 PM speaker series with Obi Kaufman at Saint Paul's. 
• Greenspace Fiscal Year recently ended September 30. 
• Working on the Master Plan for Strawberry Canyon 

Public Comment Not on the Agenda, 2:13 PM, None 

Reports & Project Updates: 
Facilities & Resources Manager’s Report, 2:14 PM, David Aguirre reported:  

• Facilities & Resources Maintenance Technician Eduardo (Lalo) Alvarez started Monday October 7.  
Lalo will be working 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM with his Special Days Off (SDO) on alternating Mondays. 

• Recent efforts cleaning up homeless encampments. 
• Cleared the area at the bottom of the Cambria Pines Lodge stairs at Burton Drive, so that people walking 

down the stairs will be more visible to drivers. 
• FFRP volunteers recent transition from weeding to trails. 
• Upcoming support to the Lampton Cliffs restoration project 
• Sunday October 13, Mr. Aguirre walked the FRP Boardwalk, identified 14 areas of concern regarding 

bluff access. 
• Recently cleared the drainage at the South Windsor parking area (photos below). 
• Planning 2nd interviews with 2 candidates this week. 
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Before: September 18, 2024 After: October 3, 2024 

  
 

Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve Report, 2:24 PM, FFRP Executive Director Kitty Connolly reported: 
• Opened the Linking Boardwalk Trail October 11. Both David and Lalo were there.  Kitty expressed 

appreciation for the donors.  No public funds were involved in this project. 
• Bikes were reported on the Linking Boardwalk Trail, working on signage. 
• Linking Boardwalk Trail Dedication Saturday October 26, 10:00 AM. 
• Plants arrived today from the Santa Barbara Botanical Garden, temporary storage at the Rancho Marino 

restoration nursery until the next planting work party. 
• The first trails work party will be this Saturday October 19. 

Skatepark Project Update Report, 2:27 PM, Juli Amodei reported: 
• Appreciation to Mr. Aguirre for clearing the skatepark area of dirt and debris. 
• As part of the Scarecrow Festival, Shredder is out front of the skate park. 
• Continuing efforts regarding the Skatepark Maintenance Fund, hoping to reach a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the District by the end of November. 
• Everything is on track for the grant, hoping for good news in early 2025. 
• In September, the Board approved the contract with Spohn Ranch for preparation of plans and 

specifications. 
• For information, see the following resources: 

o Skate Cambria 
o Cambria Skatepark on the CCSD website. 

GM McElhenie followed up with further details. 

East Ranch Community Park Restroom Project Update Report, 2:36 PM, GM McElhenie reported: 
• Still targeting January 2025 delivery of the restroom building by The Public Restroom Company. 
• Minor updates to the electrical plans. 
• Some discussion regarding the pathway to the restroom. 
• Shannon discussed permitting/ ADA requirements, and a preliminary pre-permitting meeting with the 

County. 
 

Consent Agenda, 2:43 PM, the Committee unanimously approved the September 17, 2024 Meeting 
Minutes. 

In Regular Business: 

Update on Draft Community Park Phase 3 Plan Engagement Sessions, 2:44 PM, Chair Thomas introduced 
the topic, and Community Park Phase 3 Plan Ad Hoc Committee Members Sutherland and Wilson led the 

220

http://www.skatecambria.com/index.html
https://www.cambriacsd.org/cambria-skatepark


6C 

Page 3 of 3  2024-10-18 

discussion.  Excellent progress to date engaging a wide range of community stakeholders.   Vice Chair 
Sutherland updated the Engagement Plan with the objective of completing all community engagement 
assignments by December 1, to enable the ad hoc committee to bring the Phase 3 Plan and summary of 
engagement data to the December 17 PROS Committee meeting. 
Update on the PROS Goals Progress Report, 3:13 PM, Vice Chair Sutherland led the discussion updating the 
PROS Goals Progress Report. 

Future Agenda Items, 3:43 PM 
• For November 19: Update on Community Park Phase 3 Plan Engagement Sessions. 
• For December: Bring the Community Park Phase 3 Plan, updated as appropriate based on the 

community engagement sessions, along with a summary of the engagement data to the December 17 
PROS Committee meeting. 

• Standing Committee terms expire January 2025, so I'll be asking who among the current PROS 
Committee members intend to reapply for the next term. 

 
The next PROS Committee Regular Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, October 15, 2024, 2-4 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Thomas, Director and PROS Committee Chair 
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Resources and Infrastructure Committee Report for November 14, 2024 CCSD Meeting 

A Special Meeting of the Resources & Infrastructure Committee was held on Monday September 30, 2024, in 
person at the Veterans Memorial Hall and via Zoom. 

Opening (Time 2:00pm) 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00pm by Chairperson Dean. 

Committee Members present were Chairperson Karen Dean, Vice Chair Steven Siebuhr, Secretary Derrik 
Williams, and Committee Members Jim Webb, Mark Meeks, and Dennis Dudzik. 

Staff present were General Manager Matthew McElhenie, Confidential Administrative Assistant Haley Dodson, 
Utilities Department Manager James Green, Program Manager Tristan Reaper, Wastewater Superintendent Toni 
Artho, Water Department Superintendent Cody Meeks, and Administrative Technician Eric Johnson (remote).  

Others present were Directors Michael Thomas and Harry Farmer ( both remote), and public member Allan 
Dean. 

Chair Report (Time 2:01 pm) 

Chairperson Dean reported that today’s Special Meeting replaces the October meeting. The next R&I meeting 
will be November 4 at 2:00pm. 

Ad Hoc Subcommittee Reports (Time 2:01pm) 

There were no Ad Hoc reports. 

Committee Member Communications (Time 2:01pm) 

There were no Committee Member communications. 

Utilities Department Manager Report (Time 2:02pm) 

Utilities Manager James Green gave a verbal update on the following projects: 

•  San Simeon Water and Wastewater Transmission Lines:  The District is working with CalTrans on an 
encroachment permit for potholing along the transmission line path to gather geotechnical data. The 
District’s Consultant is also working on an encroachment waiver for putting the pipes in an open trench. 

• Stuart Street Tanks: The District has applied for a fee waiver from the County. The biological monitoring 
and reporting has been completed, and the EPA has responded with questions about vegetation removal. 
The award of funds from the EPA is expected in the 4th quarter of this year or the 1st quarter of 2025. 

• ZLD (Zero Liquid Discharge): The ZLD equipment trailer is now not expected be completed until late 
November due to supply chain issues. The District is hoping to conduct the pilot project tests before the 
rain comes and changes the water quality from what would be representative of the quality of water 
when the WRF would be running. In addition, James Bishop from the RWQCB has expressed concerns 
about the District’s proposed land discharge, and is requesting an analysis of the constituents in the 
discharge. This analysis will be provided by Global Water Innovations. The District will also be 
providing a site plan to County planning. Committee members have requested to be able to visit the site 
when the pilot project is underway. 
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• East Ranch Park Restroom: Program Manager Tristan Reaper reported that the District held a recent site 

walk with potential bidders for site preparation and restroom installation. The RFP bid submittal 
timeline closes on October 1st. A second RFP will be issued for Environmental monitoring. 
 
Public Comment: There was no public comment on the above topics. 
 

Consent Agenda (Time 2:15pm) 

Consideration to Approve the September 9, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Committee Member Webb moved to approve the minutes as written, motion was seconded by Committee 
Member Siebuhr. The minutes were approved unanimously. 

Regular Business 

4.A. Discussion Regarding Rodeo Grounds Pump Station Backup Power System Replacement Project 
and Review Bids Received in Response to RFP, and Consider Forwarding a Recommendation to the 
CCSD Board of Directors (Time 2:16pm). 

Utilities Manager Green summarized the history of the current backup generator and explained why a new 
generator is needed, and the scope of work in the Request for Proposals (RFPs). The two bids received in 
response to the RFPs were reviewed.    

Public Comment: There was no public comment on this item. 

Committee Member Dudzik moved to recommend staff forward the lower bid received from Alpha Electrical to 
the CCSD Board of Directors, motion was seconded by Committee Member Webb. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 

4.B. Receive and Review the Completed Watershed Sanitary Survey Update and Consider Forwarding a 
Recommendation to the CCSD Board Of Directors  (Time: 2:27pm) 

Utilities Department Manager Green explained that the  Watershed Sanitary Survey is usually done every five 
years, this 2024 report is an update to the 2015 report and was originally planned for 2020. This is a document 
that is directed towards the regulatory agencies and therefore uses regulatory data and language.  

Chairperson Dean commented on several items in the report: adding Hwy 1 and Hwy 46 to the map as well as 
San Simeon Creek Rd and Santa Rosa Creek Rd  to Figure 1 would be helpful. There is a broken cross reference 
for Table 2 on page 83 of the PDF, the water meter wait list total on page 90 of the agenda is inaccurate, in the 
discussion of the area’s  vegetation there is no mention of Monterey Pines, and on page 118 of the agenda the 
word “pervious” should be “previous”.  

Committee Member Williams noted a few additional edits that should be incorporated. 

Committee Member Dudzik pointed out that in 2020 the District’s moratorium was forecast to end in 2025, and 
because that assumption is incorrect, the post 2025 population growth estimate is probably incorrect.  

Utilities Department Manager Green pointed out that an Instream Flow Study for Santa Rosa Creek, similar to 
the Instream Flow Study that was performed for San Simeon Creek, has not been done. He suggests that the 
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District consider performing an Instream Flow Study on Santa Rosa Creek, and several Committee Members 
concurred. 

Public Comment: There was no public comment on this item. 

Committee Member Williams moved to recommend Staff forward the Watershed Sanitary Survey Update, with 
the identified edits, to the CCSD Board of Directors, motioned was seconded by Committee Member Meeks. 
Motion was approved unanimously.  

4.C. Review Revised Standing Committee Bylaws (Time:2:27pm) 

Chairperson Dean highlighted the following items in the Committee Bylaws: 

•  The Committee Chair is no longer a voting member of the committee, therefore does not count towards 
a quorum. A quorum is three members of the voting members of the committee. The committee chair 
cannot vote to break a tie. 

• Standing Committee members shall not interfere with staff duties unless approved by the General 
Manager. Standing Committee members should not request or direct actions from staff – all requests go 
through the General Manager. 

• The Chairperson’s duties are to oversee the Committee meetings and act as a liaison between the 
Committee and the Board. Requests from the Committee for items to take to the Board go through the 
Committee Chair. 

• An ad hoc committee is two Committee members (because a quorum is three). 
• The Committee Chair may appoint any one Committee member to a project. 
• The Committee Chair cannot meet with an ad hoc committee or two Committee members outside of the 

Committee meetings. 
• Any action by the Committee requires three votes. If only three Committee members are present, the 

vote must be unanimous. 

5. Future Agenda Items (Time: 3:03pm) 

Chairperson Dean asked for any future agenda requests. 

• Committee Member Dudzik recommends the Committee consider a Santa Rosa Creek Comprehensive 
Streamflow Restoration, Flood Risk Reduction, and Fire Risk Reduction Plan. There was a question as 
to whether this  possibly could be better addressed by PROS or R&I. Mr Dudzik states that General 
Manager McElhenie and the Board President indicated that it fits more under R&I. Mr Dudzik will 
prepare a presentation for the November 4 R&I Meeting. 

• Water Systems Superintendent Cody Meeks will give a presentation on satellite based leak detection. 
• The Committee will receive an update from Wastewater Superintendent Toni Artho on the SST program. 
• Water Systems Superintendent Meeks will bring a report on possible funding for an electric tractor. 
• The Committee will receive information regarding scope and cost for a Wastewater Department EV 

charging station. 
• SR4 tank repair costs and scope will be brought forward to R&I. 
• Program Manager Reaper is working on developing the criteria for any possible new water source 

infrastructure. 

224



6D 
• Utilities Department Manager Green will bring forward a report about the potential biomass 

cogeneration project after he hears back from the vendor.  

6. Adjourn 

Chairperson Dean Adjourned the meeting at 3:05pm. 

The next R&I Meeting will be held November 4, 2024, at 2:00pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CCSD Director Karen Dean, Resources & Infrastructure Committee Chairperson 
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NCAC October 16, 2024 Meeting Summary for the CCSD Board of Directors 
 
The North Coast Advisory Council held a meeting October 16, 2024, 6:00-8:37 PM via Zoom.  This report 
summarizes some of the more salient points discussed.  For the convenience of those watching the recorded 
meetings on YouTube, approximate start times are noted at several points in this report.  For further detail, 
please visit the well-organized NCAC website: 

• Agendas with written reports: https://www.ncacslo.org/meeting-agendas. 
• Minutes: https://www.ncacslo.org/minutes-of-meetings. 

 
Other CCSD staff and Directors in attendance: GM Matthew McElhenie, Utilities Manager Jim Green, and 
Director Karen Dean were in attendance. 
NCAC Chair Brian Glusovich put out the call for volunteers, with openings in Area 1 - San Simeon, Area - 2 
Happy Hill, Area 5 - Lodge Hill East of Hwy. 1, Area 7 – Central Lodge Hill, Area 8 - East Lodge Hill/ Top of 
the World, Business Rep, Hispanic Rep. 

Public/Council Comment, 6:04 PM 
• Jessica Scarffe spoke in favor of the C24 bond measure for the Ambulance Station Replacement Project. 

County and Local Agency Reports: 
County Supervisor, 6:07 PM: Blake Fixler provided an oral report for Supervisor Bruce Gibson: 

• Reminder to the NCAC to request County funding. 
• Following up from questions last month regarding the property on Main Street by the French Corner 

Bakery, a demo permit was requested in 2021, no current development plan. 
• On the October 22 Board of Supervisors (BoS) agenda, item 26 is a request for proposals to assist with 

the San Simeon Dissolution process. 
• Discussion about the Los Osos Growth Plan, unlocking a 35 year building moratorium 
• Neither Bruce nor Blake can attend in November, they will be at the California State Association of 

Counties (CSAC) annual conference. 
NCAC Land Use Committee, 6:19 PM: Jeff Kwasny discussed the status of previous referrals, directed 
participants to review the Land Use Activities page on the NCAC website, and welcomes input. 
Planning Interface, 6:31 PM Ana Luvera provided a brief oral report, kudos to Jeff Kwasny and Land Use 
Committee, and provided an update on one of the California State Parks projects, discussed in May, proceeding 
with environmental review. 
Law Enforcement (Sheriff and CHP) – provided a written report 
 
CCSD Updates:  

• 6:35 PM, Director Thomas presented the draft East Ranch Community Park Phase 3 Plan, answered 
several questions, and requested feedback via the form on the CCSD website. 

• 7:09 PM, GM McElhenie and Utilities Manager Jim Green provided an oral report, an update on District 
projects, Stuart Street Tanks, the WRF CDP application, and explained that the ZLD Pilot Project will 
be delayed until Summer 2025. 

• 7:13 PM, CCSD Fire Chief Burkey provided a brief oral report. 
• 7:14 PM, Dave Pierson, Cambria Fire Safe Focus Group, provided an oral report, update on grants that 

will provide funding for weed abatement on CCSD vacant parcels. 
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Guest Presentation: 
California Coastal Commission Representative Devon Jackson, 7:18 PM, provided a presentation on the 
California Coastal Act Overview, and shared his contact information: Devon.Jackson@Coastal.CA.gov.  
 
Reports from Standing Committees and Special Interest Representatives: 

• Agriculture Report, 7:50 PM, Brandy Cole provided a brief oral report. 
• Outreach Committee, 7:50 PM, Karen Chrisman provided a brief oral report, 902 views of the 

communication for this meeting. 
• Environmental Report, 7:50 PM, Christina Galloway provided a brief oral report, next month, wind 

farm lease holder representatives have been invited.   
 
New Business, 8:02 PM,  
A wide-ranging discussion on the need to educate the public on what CCSD does, the buildout reduction plan 
(BRP), water meter transfers, Equivalent Dwelling Units (EDU), and other practices of interest, with potential 
interest in a town hall. 
 
The next NCAC Meeting will be November 20, 2024, at 6:00 PM via Zoom.   
Respectfully submitted, Michael Thomas, CCSD Board of Directors 
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Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve October 8, 2024 meeting summary 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:02 PM by Chair Dianne Anderson.  Also in attendance were Vice Chair 

Tom Loganbill, Secretary John Nixon, Treasurer Mary Maher,  Executive Director Kitty Connolly, Board 

members Cathleen Campe, Shari Robascotti, Jose Luis Sanchez, PROS committee member Jeff Wilson, CCSD 

Board member and Parks, Recreation and Open Space Committee Chair Michael Thomas, and CCSD Board 

member and FFRP liaison Harry Farmer.  FFRP Board member Rusty Burns arrived at 4:20 PM.  Absent were 

assistant to ED Connolly Barbara Beuche, and Board members Bob Detweiler, Marvin Josephson, and Ellie 

Etter. 

 

Minutes from the September 10th, 2024 were considered.  The motion to approve was made by Cathleen 

Campe and seconded by Jose Luis Sanchez.  Board approval was unanimous.  

 

Under Agenda Item Matters for Decision, a lengthy and thoughtful discussion took place regarding donating 

funds to CambriaCA, the on line weekly newspaper that is now the only source of news and information for our 

community.  Secretary Nixon said he’s recently spoken to the Lions Club on this matter, and they decided to 

make an annual donation of $1500 to CambriaCa, and they hoped other 501c3’s would do the same.  Secretary 

Nixon said he would also be reaching out to the Rotary Club.  ED Connolly informed everyone she is on the 

Board of CambriaCa and is a monthly donor.  Mary Maher remarked that CambriaCA provides, “good 

information for the community”.  Ms Robascotti added she “loves the breadth of the publication”, plus it’s free 

and unbiased.  Chair Anderson added that the philosophy of the FFRP Board dovetails with the value provided 

by CambriaCA.  After a bit more discussion Shari Robascotti made a motion that FFRP make a donation of 

$1500, which she then increased to $2000.  The motion was seconded by Secretary Nixon.  Chair Anderson 

then proposed amending the amount to $2500, which was again seconded by Mr Nixon.  The Board vote was 

unanimous for approval. 

 

Under Matters for Discussion, PROS committee member Jeff Wilson provided a detailed report as to the current 

and potential future status of the East Ranch Community Park, which is currently in Phase 3.  Comments were 

made as to the Community Park being aligned with the Ranch Conservation Easement.  Mr Wilson confirmed 

this, as well as stating the Park is, “in a good place and getting traction”.  He remarked he is giving 

presentations to various community organizations as well as being available at the Friday afternoon Farmers 

Market.  He added that the project has been in line with the Ranch Management Plan, the Master Environmental 

Impact Report, and the CCSD’s Coastal Development Permit.  His comments were more general than 

specific.  Mr Wilson then described what would be involved in the Park, including a nature oriented 

playground, a sand volleyball court, a multi purpose open playground field that would allow for soccer, frisbee 

and kite flying, plus disc golf, a group picnic area, horseshoes and corn hole, a multi use trail, and a 

restroom.  Mr Wilson also reported that Civil Engineer Monte Soto doesn’t see any permitting difficulties, and 

that many projects would be bundled into the first construction permit, and there would be a single Request for 

Proposal for construction.  And while this project needs to work its way through County Planning they were 

already well informed, as is CCSD staff.  At this point ED Connolly asked what were the maximum number of 

folks that would be using the picnic area at one time, The number offered by Jeff was 25. Kitty then added that, 

“both Greenspace and FFRP are very excited” about the nature planting part of the Park.  Vice Chair Loganbill 

asked about the amount of water use at the Park, to which Mr Wilson said,  "no irrigation is proposed”.  Jeff 

then provided questionnaires to Board members to provide feedback. 

 

ED Connolly then provided her Executive Director Report, which was mainly a discussion of the linking 

Boardwalk.  She said a complication had arisen in that the Boardwalk was coming into the Bluff Trail too steep, 

and that there were the wrong number of footings.  To remedy the problem, a small section of boarding was 

removed from the Bluff Trail with the area raised about 1 and 1/2 inches.  Also, while initially only 40 feet of 

railing was planned for the Boardwalk, the length of railing was increased to 80 feet.  Even with these obstacles 

and changes, the Trail would still be finished by the end of this week.  A temporary plaque was being placed on 
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the Rock next to the conjunction of the Bluff Trail and Boardwalk, including the names of major donors Russ 

Wiggins and Thomas Ridley, as well as very involved local residents Richard Lee and Shirley Paulson-Lee, and 

Loree Parral and Walt Andrus, who gave planning support for the Boardwalk, and without whom the project 

would never had gotten going.   

 

There was no Ranch Manager Report or Outreach and Development Report. 

 

Treasurer Maher provided a brief report, stating that FFRP ended July with $5.36M in long term investments, 

$874K in short-term investments, and $47K in checking.  She added the likely budget would be modified in 

November, and that the CD would be maturing in mid October, and she'd suggest to the Finance Committee to 

“let it ride”.  She reminded us that FFRP long time accountant Lynne Singer would soon be retiring, and would 

finish out this year. 

 

With the absence of Marvin Josephson, there was no Ranch Committee Report.  However, Vice Chair Loganbill 

stated that tomorrow, Wednesday the 9th, would be the last day for weeding, and that the passionate, hard 

working group of volunteers would now transition to trail maintenance.  

 

In the Stakeholder Report, ED Connolly said she’d be attending next week’s SLO County Fire Safe Council 

meeting to discuss the Fire Safety Grant. 

 

Finally, Rusty Burns conveyed he knew of someone who wishes to become an FFRP Board member, a message 

that was met with affirmation and enthusiasm. 

 

Chair Anderson adjourned the meeting at 5:30 PM. 

 

The next FFRP meeting will be on Tuesday, November 12th at 4PM at the Cambria Center for the Arts Green 

Room. 

 

This summary written and submitted by CCSD Board member and FFRP liaison Harry Farmer. 
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Cambria Forest Committee October 11th, 2024 meeting summary 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM by Chair Crosby Swartz.  In attendance were Treasurer Laura 

Swartz, FFRP Executive Director Kitty Connolly, Greenspace Vice President Donelle Morgan, Rancho Marino 

Reserve Director Keith Seydel, California Native Plant Society local representative Neil Havlik, CCSD Board 

Director and PROS Committee Chair Michael Thomas, and CCSD Board Director and Cambria Forest 

Committee liaison Harry Farmer. 

 

There were no Public or Director comments. 

 

As for approval of the meeting minutes, Chair Swartz recommends reading Director Farmer’s September 11th 

meeting summary in the CCSD October 10th Agenda packet. 

 

Treasurer Swartz reported CFC presently has $2943.72 in the bank and no outstanding bills.  She added that her 

and Crosby are still updating the Invasive Weed Guide, including working on substantial revisions, typing up 

different wording, and adding new photos provided by FFRP Ranch head volunteer coordinator Michael 

Thomas.  Thank you Michael!  Original author Christine Heinrichs is still participating in the update but has 

other projects of her own occupying her time.  150 copies will be printed, which Crosby feels should last for 

quite a while. 

 

Under Organizational Reports, Neil Havlik stated that while he had nothing to report form the Native Plant 

Society, he spoke about a recent tour of the Covell Ranch taken by the group formerly known as Cambria 

University Women, now the California Community Scholarship Foundation.  As his wife is a member, he was 

able to tag along.  During the tour the thought occurred to him that the Covell Family might be interested in 

selling part of the property west of Bridge Street to a land conservation organization.  The Nature Conservancy 

currently holds a conservation easement on that part of the ranch.  A somewhat involved discussion took place.  

Greenspace representative Morgan will report on this discussion to their Executive Director.  

 

There was no official report from the recent September Fire Safe Focus Group, though Mr Thomas attended the 

meeting and briefly provided some information that was discussed. 

 

Laura again expressed her concern regarding burn piles on Rancho Marino, and the possible harm that could be 

done to young trees such as occurred in the Leimert area.  Reserve Director Seydel confirmed that the burning 

of piles will be done by professionals during the rainy season. 

 

FFRP Executive Director Kitty Connolly began her report by stating that the long anticipated linking 

Boardwalk would be finished today, and be available to walk on this weekend.  Kitty expressed real enthusiasm 

she would be the first person to walk the Boardwalk this afternoon.  The official dedication will be on Saturday, 

October 26 at 10AM.  Reservations are requested.  The Forest Health Grant being sought by FFRP and 

involving various agencies is moving forward, including an MOU that relates to the hopefully cooperative 

nature of the project.  

 

Donnie Morgan provided an update on Greenspace matters.  She stated Executive Director Argano would be 

meeting with San Simeon State Parks representatives in about 10 days to determine the date for the November 

tree planting, as well as discussing planting native plant seeds for understory.  Donnie speculated that if the site 

for the trees is a new one that understory plating would be allowed, but if the tree plantings were located where 

other trees already exist planting understory would likely not be allowed.  Needless to say the goal of 

Greenspace is to create a forest, not a tree farm.  Donnie is also happy to report they are working with the 

California Native Plant Society, and that some of their plants would be put on the Greenspace  property at 

Wilton Drive across from Pocahontas Park where the memorial benches and tables are.  Ms Argano will be 

meeting with someone from the NPS to determine how the project will proceed.  Also, someone has donated 
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native oaks that are being considered for planting, as they’re were many more in the past.  The Cambria Nursery 

is selling Monterey Pine seedlings supplied by Greenspace, and sales are going well.  Greenspace is also 

beginning to work on a Strawberry Canyon Master Plan that will the main focus for 2025, just as the Creekside 

Reserve was the signature project for 2023-24.  Greenspace is also working with the County to get permits to 

expand the native plant garden at the Reserve, as well as creating a Donor Wall to acknowledge folks who have 

contributed to Greenspace.  Recent communication with Supervisor Bruce Gibson and his staff regarding work 

required at the entrance to Strawberry Canyon has been quite hopeful in addressing this problem with the 

County as to who is responsible for repairing and maintaining the culvert.  Donnie also reminded us that author, 

artist, designer and naturalist Obi Kaufman will be giving a presentation on Sunday, October 20th at 5PM at St 

Paul’s Episcopal Church on Eton Road.  Reservations are requested, as is a donation of $10, with snacks and a 

reception afterward.  Finally, the moving figure Greenspace Sam which won the Blue Ribbon in the Pinedorado 

Parade is presently in the Scarecrow Festival digging and planting 24/7 via solar power at the corner of Main St 

and Cambria Drive.  How cool is this! 

 

Rancho Marino Reserve Director Keith Seydel was happy to report that the forest management/fuel reduction 

project that began months ago in the interior of Rancho Marino will be finished this week, something for which 

everyone was grateful. 

 

There were no reports from The Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo or the Upper Salinas-Las Tablas 

Resource Conservation District. 

 

Crosby then referenced the American Forests Article on Reforestation that, while mainly focused on the 

southern Sierra’s, was still applicable to our area regarding replanting, as we of course wish for the number of 

trees in our area to be increasing rather than not.  Funding for projects such as these was briefly mentioned.  

Crosby also alluded to the severity of fires, such as how low severity fires could actually be beneficial to the 

forest, while high severity fires could not only do serious harm to the wooded areas, but also be destructive to 

seeds and topsoil.  He mentioned most fires are a combination of low and high severity.  There are areas where 

reforestation is taking place, and the focus is on not cutting down healthy trees.  The article also highlights the 

fact that forests need help from we humans to survive, especially the collecting of seeds for replanting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:53AM. 

 

The next Cambria Forest Committee meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 15th at 10AM via Zoom. 

 

This summary was written and submitted by CCSD Director and CFC liaison Harry Farmer. 
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