RESOLUTION NO. 34-2017
JULY 27, 2017

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CAMBRIA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
CERTIFYING THE REVISED FINAL SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT (SEIR) FOR THE SUSTAINABLE WATER FACILITY

WHEREAS, the Cambria Community Services District (the “CCSD’) is a
community services district duly organized and existing under and pursuant to the laws
of the State of California and is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), and is responsible for preparing the Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (SEIR) for the Sustainable Water Facility (SWF or project) in accordance
with the requirements of CEQA (Public Resources Code 21000 et seq.) and the State
CEQA Guidelines (14 California Code Regulations, 15000); and

WHEREAS, in August 2008 the CCSD Board of Directors adopted a Water Master
Plan (WMP) that consisted of a Recycled Water Distribution System Plan, Potable Water
System Distribution Analysis and Assessment of Long-Term Water Supply Alternatives
to provide a framework for their long-term water supply strategy; and

WHEREAS, the WMP components were analyzed together as part of CCSD's
WMP Program Environmental Impact Report; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15152 and 15385, the CCSD
has prepared a Subsequent Environmental Impact Report to consider the environmental
impacts of the SWF, tiering off the WMP Program Environmental Impact Report where
appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the SEIR is to identify the project’s significant effects
on the environment, to indicate the manner in which such significant effects shall be

mitigated or avoided, and to identify alternatives to the project that avoid or reduce these
impacts; and

WHEREAS, the SEIR is intended to serve as an informational document for use
by the CCSD, the County of San Luis Obispo and other responsible agencies, the general
public, and decision-makers in their consideration and evaluation of the environmental
consequences associated with the implementation of the project; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the CCSD
circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) to public agencies and members of the public
for a 30-day period, commencing March 6, 2015 and ending April 6, 2015. The purpose
of the NOP was to formally announce that the CCSD is preparing a Draft SEIR for the




SWF and that, as Lead Agency, was soliciting input regarding the scope and content of
the environmental information to be included in the SEIR; and

WHEREAS, during the NOP circulation period, the CCSD advertised a public
scoping meeting on March 26, 2015 that was held at the Veterans Hall, 1000 Main Street,
Cambria, CA to obtain public input. The meeting was held with the specific intent of
allowing interested individuals/groups and public agencies an opportunity to orally present
information and comment directly to the Lead Agency in an effort to assist in further
refining the intended scope and focus of the SEIR as described in the NOP: and

WHEREAS, the Draft SEIR was circulated for review and comment to the public,
agencies, and organizations. The Draft SEIR was also circulated to State agencies for
review through the State Clearinghouse, Office of Planning and Research. A Notice of
Availability was placed in The Tribune (newspaper). The public review period ran from
August 31, 2016 to October 26, 2016. Comments received during the public review period
have been incorporated into the Final SEIR; and

WHEREAS, on June 14, 2017, after considering public and staff comment on the
Final SEIR, the Board of Directors determined to continue consideration of certifying the
Final SEIR in order to allow the public, public agencies and organizations additional time
for review and comment on the Final SEIR, and the Final SEIR was revised in response
to some of the comments received; and

WHEREAS, the Revised Final SEIR allows the public, agencies, organizations and
Lead Agency an opportunity to review revisions to the Draft SEIR, the responses to
comments, and other components of the SEIR, such as the proposed Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program, prior to responsible agencies considering approval of
the project. The Revised Final SEIR serves as the environmental document to support a
decision on the project; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15090(a), the Lead Agency
must make the following three certifications, after completing the Final SEIR and before
the project can be considered for approval:

¢ That the Revised Final SEIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA;

¢ That the Revised Final SEIR was presented to the decision-making body of
the Lead Agency, and that the decision-making body reviewed and
considered the information in the Final SEIR prior to project approval: and

¢ That the Revised Final SEIR reflects the Lead Agency’s independent
judgment and analysis.

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 requires the Lead Agency,
when making findings required by Public Resources Code Section 21081(1)(a), to adopt




a monitoring and reporting program for the changes to the project, in order to ensure
compliance during project implementation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Cambria
Community Services District as follows:

1.

The Board of Directors does hereby certify that it has reviewed and considered
the Sustainable Water Facility Revised Final Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report and finds that it has been completed in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act;

The Sustainable Water Facility Revised Final Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report, and all related public comments and responses to the public
comments have been presented to the Board of Directors, and the Board of
Directors has reviewed and considered the information contained in the Final
Subsequent Environmental Impact Report and testimony presented at the
public hearings;

The Sustainable Water Facility Revised Final Subsequent Environmental

Impact Report reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the Board of
Directors;

The Board of Directors does hereby find that changes or alterations have been
incorporated into the project to mitigate or avoid significant impacts to the
greatest degree practicable. These changes or alterations include mitigation
measures and project modifications outlined herein and set forth in more detail
in the Sustainable Water Facility Revised Final SEIR. In accordance with the
requirements of Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the Board
hereby adopts the Statement of Findings for the Sustainable Water Facility,
attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof;

The Board of Directors does hereby adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program attached hereto as Exhibit B, which includes all of the
mitigation measures identified in the Final SEIR and adopted and incorporated
into the project, and has been designed to ensure project compliance;

The Board of Directors does hereby find that all significant environmental
effects identified in the Revised Final SEIR have been reduced to an
acceptable level in that all significant environmental effects that can feasibly be
avoided have been eliminated or substantially reduced; and

The CCSD as Lead Agency hereby specifies that the Cambria Community
Services District Clerk is the custodian of the documents and other material,
which constitute the record of proceedings upon which this decision is based.
These materials are located at the CCSD Office at 1316 Tamsen Drive, Suite
201, Cambria, CA 93428.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 27" day of July, 2017 by the following vote:
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EXHIBIT A-CEQA FINDINGS

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project involves construction and operation of a sustainable water facility (SWF) at the
Cambria Community Services District's (CCSD's) existing San Simeon well field and percolation
pond system property. The Project was designed and constructed to treat brackish
groundwater and treated wastewater using advanced treatment technologies, in order to
augment Cambria's potable water supply in response to the area’s extreme drought. Issuance
of a regular CDP, which the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) is to support, will
allow the CCSD to operate the SWF to avoid future water shortage emergencies while also
utilizing the SWF'’s ability to make the best use of the local groundwater supply through the
SWF's improved efficiency and indirect reuse features. By using advanced technologies,
brackish groundwater and treated wastewater is treated to produce high quality water meeting
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Division of Drinking Water (DDW) standards
for indirect potable reuse of recycled water via groundwater recharge. Also, micro-filtered
effluent and/or de-chlorinated and oxygenated product water is surface discharged near the
upstream end of the San Simeon Creek Lagoon to protect the Lagoon during dry weather
conditions. The Project facilities are outlined below.

Extraction Well;

Advanced Water Treatment Plant (AWTP);
Recharge Injection Well (RIW-1);
Evaporation Pond and Evaporators;
Lagoon Surface Discharge;

Monitoring Wells; and

Pipelines (five interconnecting).

CCSD's Board of Directors approved proceeding with the Project, which the Board determined
was statutorily exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under the
emergency exemption provisions of CEQA, on January 30, 2014. The County of San Luis
Obispo issued an Emergency Coastal Development Permit (ECDP) to CCSD on May 15, 2014,
permitting CCSD to proceed with the construction and operation of the Project. Construction
began on May 20, 2014. One of the conditions of the ECDP was that CCSD apply for a regular
CDP for the emergency project. The CCSD submitted an application for a regular CDP on June
13, 2014. Following completion of the SEIR's CEQA process, the CCSD will update its

February 27, 2017 regular CDP application to include the project modifications described within
the Final SEIR.

The proposed Project and alternatives are described in more detail in the Cambria Sustainable
Water Facility Project Draft and Final SEIR, and Appendices thereto.

[11. THE RECORD

For the purposes of CEQA and the Findings IV-VI, the record of the CCSD Board of Directors
relating to the application includes:

1. Documentary and oral evidence received and reviewed by the CCSD Board of Directors
during the public hearings on the project.
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The Cambria Sustainable Water Facility Project Final SEIR (May 2017).

The Cambria Sustainable Water Facility Project Staff Report prepared for the Board of
Directors.

4. Water Master Plan Program EIR (July 2008).

Matters of common knowledge to the CCSD Board of Directors which it considers, such
as:

Cambria Community Services District Code;
San Luis Obispo County Local Coastal Program;
North Coast Area Plan;

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines:
Clean Air Plan;

Countywide Growth Management Ordinance;

x ™0 a0 T

Other formally adopted County, State and Federal regulations, statutes, policies, and
ordinances;

Additional documents referenced in the Final SEIR for the Cambria Sustainable
Water Facility Project.

. CERTIFICATION OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT |

The CCSD Board of Directors certifies the following with respect to the Cambria Sustainable
Water Facility Project Final SEIR:

A. The CCSD Board of Directors has reviewed and considered the Cambria Sustainable
Water Facility Project Final SEIR

B. The Final SEIR for the Cambria Sustainable Water Facility Project has been completed
in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act.

C. The Final SEIR, and all related public comments and responses have been presented to
the CCSD Board of Directors, and they have reviewed and considered the information
contained in the Final SEIR and testimony presented at the public hearings.

D. The Cambria Sustainable Water Facility Project Final SEIR reflects the independent
judgment of the CCSD Board of Directors, acting as the lead agency for the project.

lIV. FINDINGS FOR IMPACTS IDENTIFIED AS INSIGNIFICANT (Class IlI) |

The findings below are for Class lll impacts. Class Illl impacts are impacts that are
adverse, but not significant.

A. Aesthetics (Class Ill): No Class lll impacts to Aesthetics were identified.
B. Air Quality (Class Ill)

1. Impact 5.2-2: Operational Emissions. Operation of the SWF does not result in
significant operational air quality impacts, as this type of facility does not directly emit air
pollutants. Power for the AWTP is obtained from a PG&E supplied pad mount
transformer. In addition, a pad mount transformer and associated components supply
power to the evaporation pond/evaporators. The SWF components are not considered
onsite sources of air pollutants, as they are electrically powered. As presented in DSEIR
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Table 5.2-6, operational emissions from energy consumption would not exceed San Luis
Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (SLOAPCD) thresholds. Therefore, the
SWF would result in less than significant impacts concerning operational air emissions.
Should any backup generators be utilized, they would be subject to compliance with
SLOAPCD Rule 431, which addresses stationary internal combustion engines.
Additionally, the SWF would result in negligible operational mobile-source pollutant
emissions. Up to two employees visit the site daily to visually inspect and maintain the
AWTP. Therefore, mobile source emissions generated by SWF-related trips are nominal
and result in less than significant impacts.

A new power supply would be required for the SWTP. Power for the SWTP would be
obtained from a new PG&E supplied pad mount transformer. The overhead power lines
and poles at the site would have adequate capacity to supply the additional transformer
for the SWTP. These facilities are not considered onsite sources of air pollutants, as
they would be electrically powered. The RO concentrate discharged into the four above-
ground RO concentrate storage tanks at the SWTP would be hauled off-site daily to the
Kettleman Hills Hazardous Waste Facility (Kettleman) for treatment and disposal. This
would result in as many as ten round trips per day to Kettleman. As such, the majority of
operational air emissions associated with the SWTP would come from mobile emissions.
No additional employees beyond those identified above for the SWF would be required
to operate the SWTP. As presented in DSEIR Table 5.2-7, the Project’s total operational
emissions (SWF plus the mitigation measures (Project modifications)) would not exceed
SLOAPCD thresholds. Therefore, the combined total Project operations would result in
less than significant impacts concerning operational air emissions. Should any backup
generators be utilized for the Project modifications, they would be subject to compliance
with SLOAPCD Rule 431, which addresses stationary internal combustion engines.
Impacts would be less than significant in this regard (Class Ill).

Impact 5.2-3: Exposure to Oderous Emissions. Although the SWF'’s construction
activities and construction activities associated with the Project modifications generate
airborne odors from the operation of construction vehicles (i.e., diesel exhaust),
construction related odors are typically from localized sources and do not emanate far
from the source. Thus, odors are isolated to the immediate vicinity of the construction
site. The SWF involves construction and operation of water supply facilities. Given their
nature and scope, water wells and pipelines do not generate any odors. The AWTP
generated RO concentrate, which is disposed of at the evaporation pond for
evaporation, does not create objectionable odors. The evaporators operate only when
wind direction, wind velocity, temperature and humidity are within the preset ranges,
which limits the dispersion of any potential odors from the evaporation pond. Therefore,
the SWF does not create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people.

Given the nature and scope of the proposed Project modifications, the proposed
pipelines, above-ground RO concentrate storage tanks, pumps, etc., would not generate
any odors. The RO concentrate discharge from the AWTP would be contained within
four above-ground RO concentrate storage tanks, and would be hauled offsite daily for
disposal. As such, SWF operations would not generate any odorous emissions affecting
a substantial number of people (Class ll).

Impact 5.2-4: Localized Air Quality Impacts. Construction-related emissions are
primarily due to the use of construction equipment diesel engines. Diesel engines emit
diesel particulate matter, which is defined by the CARB as a carcinogen. Compliance
with the SLOAPCD rules and regulations ensures that construction-related impacts
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involving toxic air contaminants are less than significant and no further mitigation is
necessary.

A Health Risk Assessment (HRA) applies if the SWF was considered a new land use
project that generates toxic air contaminants (such as gasoline stations, distribution
facilities, or asphalt batch plants) that impact sensitive receptors. The SWF does not
include such uses, and thus, due to the lack of stationary source emissions, no health
risk assessment is required. Also, as the SWF's mobile-source emissions are nominal, it
would not result in localized operational impacts to surrounding sensitive receptors.
Impacts in this regard are less than significant.

The Project modifications would not result in construction-related and/or operational air
emissions in exceedance of SLOAPCD thresholds. As such, nearby sensitive receptors
would not be exposed to toxic air contaminants (Class ll).

4. Impact 5.2-5: Air Quality Plan Consistency. Construction-related emissions ceased
following completion of SWF construction activities. The SWF does not involve
amendments to the County’s General Plan or conflict with the CAP assumptions
regarding growth and long-term air quality. Additionally, the SWF does not generate
a significant increase in pollutant emissions due to additional vehicular traffic or
stationary sources (operational emissions). Therefore, due to the SWF's nature and
scope, the SWF does not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the CAP and a less
than significant impact will occur in this regard.

Construction-related emissions from the Project modifications would be below applicable
SLOAPCD thresholds. The Project modifications would not involve amendments to the
County's General Plan or conflict with the CAP assumptions regarding growth and long-
term air quality. Additionally, the Project's total operational emissions (SWF plus the
Project modifications) would not exceed SLOAPCD thresholds. Therefore, due to the
Project’s nature and scope, the Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation
of the CAP and a less than significant impact will occur in this regard (Class II).

5. Cumulative Impacts. Construction and operation of cumulative projects would further
degrade the local air quality, as well as the South Central Coast Air Basin's air quality.
Air quality would be temporarily degraded during construction activities that occur
separately or simultaneously. However, the greatest cumulative impact on the quality of
regional air would be the incremental addition of pollutants from increased traffic from
residential, commercial, and industrial development and the use of heavy equipment and
trucks associated with the construction of these projects. Mobile source emissions
generated by Project-related trips would be below SLOAPCD thresholds. Therefore,
due to the Project's nature and scope, the contribution to the South Central Coast Air
Basin air emissions is not “cumulatively considerable.”

Additionally, adherence to SLOAPCD rules and regulations would alleviate potential
impacts related to cumulative conditions on a project-by-project basis. Emission
reduction technology, strategies, and plans are constantly being developed. As a result,
the SWF does not contribute a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
nonattainment criteria pollutant. Therefore, cumulative operational impacts associated
with Project implementation are less than significant (Class Ill).

C. Biological Resources (Class lll)

1. Cumulative Impacts. Construction-related impacts regarding habitat loss and sensitive
species are considered potentially significant and future improvements would be subject
to compliance with State and Federal regulatory policies and requirements, as well as
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relevant NCAP standards. Since operational activities would be contained within
existing disturbed/developed sites and proposed pipelines would be underground, it is
not anticipated in this regard that WMP implementation would result in any impacts to
sensitive habitats within the Project area. Analysis has determined that construction
activities associated with the implementation of the WMP could impact State and
Federal jurisdictional areas requiring necessary the regulatory compliance. In addition,
San Simeon Creek and Van Gordon Creek are both considered potential migration
routes, and their disturbance would be considered a significant impact to wildlife
corridors unless mitigated. Analysis has concluded that impacts to wildlife corridors
would be reduced following implementation of mitigation measures and compliance with
San Luis Obispo County regulatory requirements. Project implementation would result
in less than significant impacts to biological resources, with implementation of the
specified mitigation measures.

As with the Project, all cumulative development in the County would undergo
environmental and design review on a project-by-project basis pursuant to CEQA to
evaluate potential impacts to biological resources. Future development with potential to
impact biological resources would also be required to comply with the established
Federal, State, and local regulatory framework. Impacts to biological resources
associated with Project implementation would be less than significant following
compliance with the established Federal, State, and local regulatory framework,
including the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance (CZLUO) and Local Coastal Program
(LCP), and the specified mitigation measures. Cumulative impacts to biological
resources would continue to be mitigated on a project-by-project basis and in
accordance with the established regulatory framework, through the established
regulatory review process. Therefore, the combined cumulative impacts to biological
resources associated with the Project’s incremental effects and those of the cumulative
projects would be less than significant (Class IlI).

D. Cultural Resources (Class Ill)

1

Cumulative Impacts. Compliance with State and San luis Obispo (SLO) County
standards, and implementation of the recommended mitigation would reduce WMP
impacts to cultural resources to a less than significant level. Analysis determined that
further review could be necessary on a project-by-project basis to evaluate site-specific
impacts to archaeological/historical resources. Compliance with LCP Policies
(implemented through Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance (CZLUO) standards) and
Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-4 (includes E-CDP Conditions 10 and 11)
would ensure Project impacts to archaeological resources and human remains are
reduced to less than significant. The Project is anticipated to have a negligible impact
on paleontological resources, thus, a less than significant impact would occur in this
regard. Therefore, the Project's incremental effects to cultural resources are not
cumulatively considerable.

Overall, impacts to cultural resources at each related project site would be evaluated on
a project-by-project basis, and appropriate mitigation measures would be required, as
necessary to reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level. Further, all related

cumulative projects would be subject to compliance with the relevant Federal, State, and

local regulatory framework, and the recommendations of the site-specific studies, if
required (Class llI).

E. Hydrology and Water Quality (Class lll)
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1.

Impact 5.5-1: Water Quality — Construction-Related Impacts. The SWF is subject to
compliance with NPDES requirements, Coastal Streams LCP 20, LCP 21, and LCP 23,
and Hazards LCP 2, (implemented through compliance with CZLUO Section 23.07.062),
and E-CDP Condition 20, which address potential construction-related water quality
impacts. Compliance with NPDES requirements, including the Project's SWPPP that
was implemented during construction, and E-CDP Condition 20 pertaining to minimizing
sediment from entering nearby water bodies or prominent drainage courses through
BMPs during construction, ensured that construction-related impacts to water quality
were reduced to less than significant levels.

Construction of the Project modifications would involve activities subject to the General
Construction Permit including clearing, grading, and ground disturbances, which could
result in short-term water quality impacts. A Notice of Intent and SWPPP must be
prepared and submitted to the SWRCB demonstrating compliance with the General
Construction Permit. Overall, construction of the Project modifications could violate
water quality standards and/or degrade water quality. However, the Project
modifications would be subject to compliance with NPDES requirements, which address
potential construction-related water quality impacts. Compliance with NPDES
requirements would ensure construction-related impacts to water quality form the Project
modifications are reduced to less than significant (Class IIl).

Impact 5.5-2: Water Quality — Operational Impacts. Review of the Project through the
established SLO County regulatory framework ensures the ROWD contains the
necessary technical information in support of a WDR Permit to protect the nearby
surface, coastal, and groundwaters (Waters of the State). Further, with implementation
of Order Nos. R3-2014-0050, R3-01-100, R3-2011-0223 (NPDES No. CAG993001), and
R3-2014-0047, the Project complies with Local Coastal Program (LCP) 23, as these
Orders protect identified beneficial uses.

SWEF operational activities could violate water quality standards/degrade water quality.
However, as described in DSEIR Section 5.5.2, the SWF is subject to compliance with
Order Nos. R3-2014-0050, 01-100, R3-2011-0223 (NPDES No. CAG993001), and R3-
2014-0047, which continue to ensure that potential water quality impacts remain less
than significant during operation through ongoing monitoring required and enforced by
the CCRWQCB. Further, SWF operations also improve groundwater quality by
removing salts and further reducing nitrate concentration of its source groundwater.

Under the Project modifications, the lagoon surface discharge extension would be
required to file an Amendment to the Region-wide General NPDES Permit for
Discharges with Low Threat to Water Quality (General Permit). The proposed
approximate 100 gpm discharge to the San Simeon Creek Lagoon (as deemed
necessary by the Project's Adaptive Management Plan, see Mitigation Measure BIO-7)
would remain the same as the Project, although the location of the discharge point would
be relocated further south to the northern San Simeon Creek bank. The proposed
discharge at the creek bank would provide more efficient delivery of water into San
Simeon Creek to maintain San Simeon Creek Lagoon water levels, while also avoiding
the potential favoring of water quality samples taken from nearby monitoring well 16D1
due to the lagoon water discharge’s high quality. At the revised discharge point,
articulating concrete block (ACB) (Armorflex) lining is proposed to protect the northern
San Simeon Creek channel bank from erosion. Armorflex allows for the continued
growth of riparian vegetation, further protecting the channel from any potential erosion.
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This Project modification would continue to be a low-threat discharge, as this discharge
would contain minimal amounts of pollutants and pose little or no threat to water quality
and the environment (similar to the Project), which would be reinforced through the
Amended General Permit (Class lll).

3. Impact 5.5-3: Groundwater. The SWF proposes to withdraw up to 629 gpm of water
through existing Well 9P7. Reinjection of up to 452 gpm of highly treated water for
indirect potable reuse after appropriate residence time in the aquifer and gradient control
occurs at the SWF's recharge well, while approximately 100 gpm is discharged to San
Simeon Creek to support the fresh water lagoon. Therefore, the SWF would not
substantially deplete groundwater supplies and, given the area's drought history and its
impacts, would instead work toward alleviating an existing problem.

In addition to the previous requirements pertaining to monitoring of groundwater levels,
the Project must also monitor nitrogen and ammonia levels in effluent. This Order also
contains provisions to limit the impacts of salt at the percolation ponds and plan for
future salts management in order to ensure no substantial impacts to beneficial uses
occurs.

Review of the Project through the established regulatory framework ensures the ROWD
contains the necessary technical information in support of a WDR Permits to protect the
nearby surface, coastal, and groundwaters (Waters of the State). Further, with
implementation of and compliance requirements of Water Board Permits R3-2014-0050
and R3-2014-0047, and Waste Discharge Orders R3-100 and R3-2011-0223, the
Project complies with the LCP Policies, described in the DSEIR.

Thus, with implementation and compliance with the established regulatory framework, as
well as the Project’s Design Features (PDF), including the reinjection of highly treated
water, the Project would avoid a substantial drop in production of existing nearby wells.
Upon compliance with the required Monitoring Programs required per the established
regulatory framework, the Project results in a less than significant impact involving long-
term operational groundwater supplies and no mitigation is required.

Project modifications involve repurposing the evaportation pond, which indirectly
provides greater protection of the existing groundwater supply by allowing CCSD
operators to alternate the source of supply among the two aquifer well fields, the SWF,
and the stored raw water. Such resting and alternating of supply sources aids in well
recovery, maintaining groundwater basin storage, and in meeting unplanned conditions,
such as the loss of a well due to mechanical failure or other causes. Repurposing the
evaporation pond as a raw water storage basin requires SWTP to meet required water
quality criteria. The repurposed evaporation pond would hold approximately 6 to 7
million gallons for potential emergency use, as well as for augmenting the existing
groundwater supply sources during the dry season. It would be replenished by the San
Simeon Well Field pumps during the wet season and to maintain its readiness during the
summer season (e.g., periodic, minimal pumping, to offset evaporative loss). These
Project modifications would not include activities that involve discharges to groundwater.
Thus, no impacts to groundwater would result due to Project modifications (Class Il1).

4. Impact 5.5-4: Drainage. The SWF does not involve development of vast impervious
surface areas (such as roadways, rooftops, or parking lots) that would increase runoff or
substantially alter the existing drainage patterns. A nominal increase in onsite
impervious surface areas would occur due to the AWTP. Improvements required only
nominal earthwork, which are regulated by Order No. R3-01-100. Further, SWF
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improvements would not substantially alter the Project site’s drainage patterns or alter
the course of San Simeon or Van Gordon Creeks.

The SWF surface water discharge to the San Simeon Creek Lagoon is a permitted
condition through Order No. R3-2011-0223 (NPDES No. CAG993001). This permit
allows the SWF's discharge to the San Simeon Creek Lagoon based on the fact that this
discharge is a low-threat discharge. Low-threat discharges are dischargers that contain
minimal amounts of pollutants and pose little or no threat to water quality and the
environment. Regarding potential erosion/siltation concerns, the filtrate pipeline is used
to deliver the lagoon water from the AWTP to a surface discharge structure. The
discharge structure, which is located just north of the San Simeon Creek tree line,
dissipates velocity, to create a sheet flow of MF filtrate water, prior to entering the
upstream end of San Simeon Creek Lagoon, which minimizes the erosion/siltation
potential.

Per Order No. R3-01-100, all storm water is directed away from the AWTP. Storm water
that comes into contact with the treatment process is collected and treated. The site is
protected from flooding or washout from a 100-year flood event. Thus, drainage through
the Project site is captured and treated and would not runoff to adjoining properties or
streams.

Implementation of the SWF is not anticipated to result in a rise in the groundwater table,
such that the adjacent streams would be altered. Proposed withdrawal and reinjection
activities are highly monitored per Order No. R3-01-100 to ensure that groundwater table
levels are maintained. Thus, increased erosion/ siltation as a result of altered
streambeds is not anticipated due to the change in the groundwater table from the
Project.

Project modifications would not include activities that involve discharges to land, with the
exception of the modified surface discharge. The modified surface discharge would be
required to file an Amendment to the Region-wide General NPDES Permit for
Discharges with Low Threat to Water Quality (General Permit). At the discharge point,
Armorflex lining is proposed to protect the San Simeon Creek channel banks from
erosion. Armorflex allows for the continued growth of riparian vegetation, further
protecting the channel from any potential erosion. With implementation of an
Amendment to the General Permit, this Project modification would not result in
substantial erosion or siltation during operations. The Project modifications would not
result in substantial increases in the rate or amount of surface run-off and would not
exceed the capacity of the existing or planned stormwater drainage systems such that
additional sources of polluted runoff would occur. Less than significant impacts would
result in this regard (Class lll).

5. Impact 5.5-5: Flood Hazard Areas — Structures. The proposed aboveground
improvements that are located within the 100-year flood zone and Flood Hazard
combining designation are: the surface discharge structure; RIW, MW-4, and portions of
the product water pipeline. Due to the nature and scale of the improvements located
within the 100-year flood zone, none would affect the creeks' hydrologic/hydraulic
characteristics or result in the modification of the existing regulatory floodway, the
effective Base Flood Elevations (BFE), or the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).
Therefore, none of these improvements would impede or redirect flows, such that they
would cause flooding downstream. The evaporation pond and AWTP are located
outside of the 100-year flood zone. Further, the AWTP would not be required to
continue functioning and provide services after a flood event, since it is needed and
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would operate only during dry conditions, when flooding would not occur. The
improvements located within the 100-year flood zone, as well as the SWF, were
specifically designed to be protected from flooding or washout from a 100-year flood
event. Further, the SWF is not subject to the CZLUO Sections 23.07.064 through
23.07.066 standards, per CZLUO Section 23.07.062. As required by CZLUO Section
23.07.062, construction activities did not occur between October 15 and April 15.
Further, during construction of underground SWF features located within the 100-year
flood zone, the SWF complied with E-CDP Condition 6, pertaining to development in
floodplains. As part of this condition, all SWF-related development within the 100-year
floodplain, including water delivery pipes, were identified. As the facilities within the 100-
year flood zone were designed to be protected from flooding or washout during the 100-
year flood event, the SWF results in a less than significant impact involving the
placement of structures within a flood hazard area, since flows are not impeded or
redirected as a result of the SWF.

The Project modifications would not include the construction of structures within the 100-
year flood zone, with the exception of the modified surface discharge extension. This
structure would include Armorflex lining along the San Simeon Creek channel banks to
protect the slopes from erosion. The Armorflex would allow for the continued growth of
riparian vegetation, further protecting the channel from any potential erosion. These
Project modifications are not anticipated to result in the impediment or redirecting of
flood flows during the 100-year storm event. These Project modifications located within
the 100-year FH overlay would be subject to CZLUO Sections 23.07.064 through
23.07.066 standards, per CZLUO Section 23.07.062. As required by CZLUO Section
23.07.062, construction activities would not occur between October 15 and April 15.
These improvements within the 100-year flood zone would not result in significant impact
involving the placement of structures within a flood hazard area, such that flows are
impeded or redirected. Impacts in this regard would be less than significant (Class Ill).

6. Impact 5.5-6: Seiche, Tsunami, or Mudflow. Given that the nearest large, enclosed
open body of water is Lake Nacimiento, located approximately 12 miles northeast of the
Project site, beyond the Santa Lucia Mountain Range, the potential for seiching
associated with Lake Nacimiento is nonexistent. Additionally, given that the onsite
creeks are not inundated during the six dry months of the year, and given seiche is not
considered a significant risk in San Luis Obispo County since County reservoirs are not
considered large enough, the potential for the Project site to be affected by seiching
associated with onsite streams is not significant. It is noted that the SWF includes an
evaporation pond. However, the evaporation pond is not large enough to cause
inundation to off-site properties as a result of a seiche. Therefore, less than significant
impacts concerning seiche are anticipated.

Due to its location, the Project site has the potential to be exposed to mudflow (i.e.,
mudslide, debris flow). However, the SWF water facilities and Project modifications do
not include habitable structures, or people residing at the Project site. Thus, less than
significant impacts involving risk associated with mudflow are anticipated.

Portions of the Project site are located within the Tsunami Inundation Area and the
Tsunami Plan Evacuation Area, according to the ERP Southern San Simeon Inundation
Map. Water storage and delivery infrastructure such as is proposed by the Project could
be impacted, potentially impacting the ability to extinguish fires and availability of potable
water for consumption. However, the AWTP and RO concentrate evaporation pond are
located outside of the Tsunami Inundation Area. Management of a tsunami incident
pursuant to ERP specifications, which include implementation and compliance with the







