
Table 903.2 – Automatic Fire Sprinkler System Requirements for EXISTING CONSTRUCTION 4 

OCCUPANCY OR 

STRUCTURAL 
MODIFICATION TYPE 

SPRINKLERS 

REQUIRED 3 
DESCRIPTION 

SQUARE 

FOOTAGE 1 
REQUIREMENTS USE EXAMPLES EXCEPTIONS  

 

Alterations 1 
 

Yes, if… 
Alteration includes modifications to 

the structure  

50% of 
existing 

floor area 2 

Alterations additions and 
remodel square footage will be 

considered a combined and 
cumulative sum of floor area  

Interior remodels 
Rehabilitation 

Exceptions 
1, 2, 3, 4  

  

Additions 1 Yes, if… 
Additions cumulative from January 01, 

2008 regardless of any change of 
ownership  

1,000 sf 
or 

50% of 
floor area 2 

Alterations additions and 
remodel square footage will be 

considered a combined and 
cumulative sum of floor area  

Any addition 

 
Exception 

4 
 

Hazard Category and 
Occupancy Classification 

Changes 
Yes 

Change results in higher hazard or as 
deemed necessary by fire code official 

and the building official 
Any 

Hazard classification rating as 
determined by the fire code 

official, and occupancy 
classification as determined by 

the building official.  

Any change of 
occupancy defined 
in Chapter 3 of the 

CBC 
 

None 
 

Hazardous Materials 
Inside buildings 

Yes 

Cellulose nitrate film or pyroxylin 
plastics or any hazardous materials 
manufactured, stored or handled in 

quantities in excess of Tables in CBC, 
CFC 

Any 

Building and any portion of a 
building must also include 

requirements as listed in CFC 
Chapter 5005.4 

Any occupancy 
 

None 
 

References: 
CRC: California Residential Code   CFC: California Fire Code   CBC: California Building Code        

Footnotes: 
1. For the purpose of calculating square footage for the application of fire sprinkler requirements and fire flow requirements, the floor area shall include all combustible 

areas attached to the structure, including garages, patio covers, overhangs over 2 feet, covered walkways and decks. 
2. Fire sprinklers are required when all ceiling coverings are removed, or a project reaches the threshold of 50% of addition or alteration; determination of fire 

sprinklers shall be made by one of the following methods: 1) By net floor area: Any room(s) or area(s) that are added, altered, rehabilitated or repaired shall have 

their net floor area calculated and compared to the total net floor area of the existing structure to find the calculated percentage. 2) By surface area: Surface area 

shall be defined as surfaces of walls and ceilings. Any room(s) or area(s) that are added, altered, rehabilitated or repaired shall have their surface area calculated 

compared to the total wall and ceiling surface area of the existing structure to find the calculated percentage. 

Note: Change(s) in project scope after the plan review process shall require that the fire sprinkler calculation be revised and submitted for review and approval. 
3. Automatic Fire Sprinklers installed at exterior locations shall be approved corrosion resistant devices when environmental conditions warrant. 
4. Mobile/manufactured or factory-built homes or commercial coaches constructed or altered on or before March 12, 2011 which were not manufactured with 

automatic fire sprinklers are not subject to fire sprinkler requirements.   

Exceptions: 
1. Alterations limited to only one of the following: replacement of exterior coverings and windows, roofing, electrical services, sewer laterals, retaining walls, or routine 

plumbing, electrical and mechanical repairs.  
2. A loft open to the floor below and no more than one third of the floor area of the room below may be added without requiring sprinklers.  
3. REPAIR is the reconstruction or renewal for the purpose of maintenance.  
4. Accessory dwelling units shall not be required to provide fire sprinklers if they are not required for the primary residence. Footnote 2 determination is required. 
 


