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I. CLEARING AND GRUBBING

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS, AND EQUIPMENT FOR CLEARING AND GRUBBING OPERATIONS
PERFORMED IN ADVANCE OF GRADING OPERATIONS.
2. CLEARING AND GRUBBING SHALL CONSIST OF REMOVING ALL NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL OBJECTIONABLE MATERIALS
WITHIN THE LIMITS OF CONSTRUCTION.
3. EXCEPT AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, MATERIALS REMOVED SHALL NOT BE INCORPORATED IN THE PROJECT.
4. DEPRESSIONS CAUSED BY THE REMOVAL OF OBJECTIONABLE MATERIALS SHALL BE BACKFILLED AND COMPACTED WITH
MATERIALS EQUAL TO THE SURROUNDING SOIL.PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY
5. COSTS INCURRED DUE TO REPAIR OF REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS WHICH ARE NOT DESIGNATED FOR
REMOVAL AND WHICH ARE DAMAGED AS A RESULT OF CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
CONTRACTOR.
6. REPLACEMENTS SHALL BE AT LEAST EQUAL TO THE CONDITIONS WHEN CONTRACTOR ENTERED UPON THE WORK, AND
SHALL MATCH THEM IN FINISH AND DIMENSION.  PLANT MATERIAL SHALL BE REPLACED WITH THE SAME SPECIES, SIZE, AND IN
THE ORIGINAL LOCATION (UNLESS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED).

B. REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF MATERIAL
1. ALL MATERIALS REMOVED SHALL BE DISPOSED OF OFF-SITE.  BURNING SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED. NO ACCUMULATION OF
FLAMMABLE MATERIAL SHALL REMAIN ON OR ADJACENT TO THE PROJECT SITE.
2. ABANDONED PIPES SHALL BE CAPPED OR PLUGGED.

II. EARTHWORK/FINE GRADING

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT TO PERFORM ALL EARTHWORK OPERATIONS AS
INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND SPECIFIED HEREIN.
2. IT IS THE INTENT OF THE DRAWINGS THAT THE GRADING BE A BALANCED CUT AND FILL OPERATION. IF, DURING GRADING
OPERATIONS AN EXCESS OR DEFICIENCY OF EARTH BECOMES APPARENT, CONTRACTOR SHALL IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE
OWNER OR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.
3. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LINES AND GRADES NECESSARY TO PROPERLY CARRY ON THE WORK.  ANY
WORK WHICH IS NOT FOUND TO COMPLY WITH THE LINES AND GRADES SHOWN ON THE DRAWINGS SHALL BE ALTERED OR
REMOVED AND REPLACED BY, AND AT THE EXPENSE OF, THE CONTRACTOR.
4. ALL BENCH MARKS, MONUMENTS AND OTHER REFERENCE POINTS SHALL REMAIN UNDISTURBED.

B. PROTECTION OF PROPERTY
1. COSTS INCURRED DUE TO REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS WHICH ARE NOT DESIGNATED FOR
REMOVAL AND WHICH ARE DAMAGED AS A RESULT OF CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
CONTRACTOR.

C. GRADING OPERATIONS
1. FINISHED SURFACES IN ALL CASES SHALL CONFORM TO THE LINES, GRADES, CROSS SECTIONS AND DIMENSIONS
INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS.
2. EARTHEN FINISH GRADES SHALL BE WELL COMPACTED, REASONABLY SMOOTH, INSURING POSITIVE DRAINAGE, FREE OF
ABRUPT GRADE CHANGES, IRREGULARITIES, WATER POCKETS OR DISCONTINUITIES IN SURFACE LEVEL.
3. NO GRADING SHALL BE DONE WHEN THE MOISTURE CONTENT OF THE SOIL IS SO GREAT THAT EXCESSIVE COMPACTION
WILL OCCUR, NOR WHEN IT IS SO DRY THAT DUST WILL FORM IN THE AIR OR THAT CLODS WILL NOT BREAK READILY.
4. GRADING SHALL BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO WEED ABATEMENT OPERATIONS AND SOIL PREPARATION.

D. EXCAVATION
1. EXCAVATIONS SHALL BE TO THE DIMENSIONS AND ELEVATIONS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, OF SUFFICIENT WIDTH TO
PROVIDE CLEARANCES FOR SETTING OF FORMS AND INSPECTION OF THE VARIOUS CLASSIFICATIONS OF WORK.
2. CONCRETE FOR FOOTINGS SHALL BE PLACED AGAINST NATIVE GRADE OR CERTIFIED COMPACTED SUBGRADE WHICH
HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY WETTED.
3. BOTTOM OF EXCAVATIONS SHALL BE LEVEL, FREE FROM LOOSE MATERIAL, AND FREE FROM STANDING WATER.

E. COMPACTED FILL
1. FILL MATERIAL SHALL BE COMPOSED OF SATISFACTORY EXCAVATED MATERIAL OR APPROVED IMPORTED SOIL AND
SHALL BE EVENLY SPREAD IN UNIFORM CONTINUOUS HORIZONTAL LAYERS NOT MORE THAN SIX INCHES (6") DEEP OF
UNCOMPACTED THICKNESS.
2. EACH UNCOMPACTED LAYER SHALL BE MOISTENED OR AERATED AS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN AN EVEN MOISTURE
DISTRIBUTION WITHIN THREE PERCENT (3%) OF OPTIMUM MOISTURE CONTENT.
3. EACH LIFT AND THE UPPER SIX INCHES (6") OF NATIVE SOIL SHALL BE COMPACTED TO AT LEAST EIGHTY FIVE PERCENT
(85%) OF MAXIMUM DENSITY OBTAINABLE IN AREAS DESIGNATED FOR PLANTING AND AT LEAST NINETY PERCENT (90%)
MAXIMUM DENSITY OBTAINABLE IN AREAS DESIGNATED TO RECEIVE STRUCTURES.

F. BACKFILL
1. EXCAVATED MATERIAL, APPROVED FOR BACKFILLING, SHALL BE FREE FROM LARGE CLODS, STONES AND OTHER
OBJECTIONABLE MATERIALS, EXCEEDING THREE INCHES (3") IN DIAMETER, AND DEPOSITED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPACTED FILL AS SPECIFIED HEREIN.
2. TRENCHES THAT SETTLE BELOW GRADE SHALL BE REOPENED TO A DEPTH REQUIRED FOR PROPER COMPACTION, REFILLED
AND COMPACTED TO INDICATED SURFACE ELEVATION.

III. NON-VEGETATIVE SITE MATERIALS

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT FOR FURNISHING, SPREADING AND
COMPACTING SUBBASE MATERIALS AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND AS SPECIFIED HEREIN.
2. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING SUBGRADE, PROVIDING DRAINAGE, AND PERFORMING WEED
ABATEMENT OPERATIONS PRIOR TO PLACEMENT OF SUBBASE MATERIALS.
3. SUBBASE MATERIALS SHALL BE SPREAD WITH A SUFFICIENT MOISTURE CONTENT TO OBTAIN A RELATIVE COMPACTION OF
NOT LESS THAN NINETY PERCENT (90%). MOISTURE CONTENT SHALL BE UNIFORMLY DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE
MATERIAL.
4. MATERIAL SHALL BE OF SUCH NATURE THAT IT CAN BE COMPACTED READILY UNDER WATERING AND ROLLING TO FORM
A FIRM, STABLE BASE THAT IS SPREAD IN ONE (1) OPERATION, FREE FROM POCKETS OF LARGE OR FINE MATERIAL.

B. AGGREGATE SUBBASE MATERIAL
2. AGGREGATE SUBBASE MATERIAL SHALL BE AS SPECIFIED IN THE PROJECT GEOTECHNICAL REPORT OR CONSIST OF
CRUSHED ROCK AND ROCK DUST, UNIFORMLY GRADED WITH NINETY PERCENT (90%) PASSING THREE-QUARTER INCH (3/4")
SIEVE SIZE AND FIFTY PERCENT (50%) TO EIGHTY PERCENT (80%) PASSING THREE-EIGHTHS INCH (3/8") SIEVE SIZE, FREE FROM
VEGETABLE MATTER AND OTHER DELETERIOUS MATERIAL.

IV. CONCRETE

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT TO CONSTRUCT CONCRETE ITEMS AS
INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND SPECIFIED HEREIN.
2. CONCRETE SHALL CONSIST OF PORTLAND CEMENT, FINE AGGREGATE (SAND), COARSE AGGREGATE AND WATER,
PROPORTIONED AND MIXED TO ATTAIN A TWENTY-EIGHT (28) DAY COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH OF AT LEAST 2,500 POUNDS PER
SQUARE INCH WITH A SLUMP NOT TO EXCEED THREE INCHES (3"). CONCRETE SHALL NOT CONTAIN REACTIVE AGGREGATE
OR CALCIUM CHLORIDE.
3. IN ADDITION TO COMPLYING WITH ALL PERTINENT CODES AND REGULATIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNING AGENCIES,
CONTRACTOR SHALL COMPLY WITH ALL PERTINENT RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN "RECOMMENDED PRACTICE FOR
CONCRETE FORMWORK", PUBLICATION #347-78 OF THE AMERICAN CONCRETE INSTITUTE.

B. MATERIALS

1. CEMENT SHALL BE TYPE II LOW ALKALI PORTLAND CEMENT CONFORMING TO ASTM C-150. CEMENT SHALL BE OF THE
SAME BRAND AND TYPE USED THROUGHOUT THE PROJECT.
2. SAND SHALL CONSIST OF NATURAL OR MANUFACTURED GRANULAR MATERIAL, FREE OF DELETERIOUS AMOUNTS OF
ORGANIC MATERIAL, MICA, LOAM, CLAY, AND OTHER SUBSTANCES NOT SUITABLE FOR PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE.
SAND SHALL BE THOROUGHLY AND UNIFORMLY WASHED.
3. COARSE AGGREGATE SHALL BE COMPOSED OF GRAVEL OR A BLENDED MIXTURE OF CRUSHED ROCK AND GRAVEL
CONTAINING NO MORE THAN FIFTY (50) PERCENT OF CRUSHED ROCK PARTICLES HAVING ALL FACES FRACTURED AND NOT
LESS THAN TWENTY-FIVE (25) PERCENT OF GRAVEL. AGGREGATES SHALL NOT EXCEED A DIAMETER OF ONE AND ONE-HALF
INCHES (1 1/2").  BLENDING SHALL PRODUCE A UNIFORM, CONSISTENT PERCENTAGE OF EACH.  ROCK PRODUCTS SHALL BE
CLEAN, HARD, SOUND, DURABLE, UNIFORM IN QUALITY AND FREE OF ANY DETRIMENTAL QUANTITY OF SOFT, FRIABLE, THIN,
ELONGATED OR LAMINATED PIECES, DISINTEGRATED MATERIAL, ORGANIC MATTER, OIL, ALKALI, OR OTHER DELETERIOUS
SUBSTANCES.
4. WATER SHALL NOT CONTAIN DELETERIOUS SUBSTANCES OR ANY AMOUNT OF IMPURITIES THAT WILL CAUSE A CHANGE IN
THE TIME OF SETTING. THE AMOUNT OF WATER USED IN THE MIXTURE SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT NECESSARY TO
PERMIT MATERIAL PLACEMENT AND CONSOLIDATION.

C. REINFORCEMENT
1. REINFORCEMENT SHALL CONFORM TO THE DIMENSIONS AND DETAILS SHOWN ON THE DRAWINGS AND SHALL BE
CLEANED THOROUGHLY OF ALL RUST, MILL SCALE, MORTAR, OIL, DIRT, OR COATING OF ANY CHARACTER WHICH WOULD
BE LIKELY TO DESTROY OR IMPAIR ITS PROPER BONDING WITH THE CONCRETE.
2. REINFORCING STEEL, WHERE INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, SHALL BE GRADE 40 OR GRADE 60 BILLET STEEL,
CONFORMING TO ASTM A-615.
3. WIRE MESH REINFORCEMENT, WHERE INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, SHALL CONFORM TO ASTM A-185.

D. TRANSIT MIXERS
1. MIXING SHALL BE COMMENCED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE CEMENT IS PLACED IN CONTACT WITH AGGREGATES
BUT IN NO EVENT SHALL THE INTERVENING TIME PERIOD EXCEED THIRTY (30) MINUTES.
2. MIXING AND DELIVERY OF READY-MIXED CONCRETE SHALL CONFORM TO ASTM C-94.
3. ADEQUATE CONTROL OF READY-MIXED CONCRETE SHALL PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL WATER TO BE ADDED AND MIXED
INTO THE BATCH AT THE PROJECT SITE.  AMOUNT WITHHELD SHALL NOT EXCEED TWO AND ONE-HALF (2 1/2) GALLONS OF
WATER PER CUBIC YARD OF MIX.
4. THE TOTAL ELAPSED TIME BETWEEN THE ADDITION OF WATER AT THE BATCH PLANT AND DISCHARGING AT PROJECT SITE
SHALL NOT EXCEED NINETY (90) MINUTES.

E. PLACING CONCRETE
1. INSTALL EMBEDDED ITEMS ACCURATELY IN THEIR PROPER LOCATIONS, SECURED AGAINST DISPLACEMENT, PRIOR TO
PLACING CONCRETE.
2. CONCRETE SHALL BE PLACED ON NATIVE GRADE, CERTIFIED COMPACTED SUBGRADE, OR SUBBASE MATERIAL, FREE OF
ALL LOOSE AND EXTRANEOUS MATERIAL, SUFFICIENTLY DAMPENED TO ENSURE THAT NO MOISTURE WILL BE ABSORBED
FROM THE FRESH CONCRETE.
3. CONCRETE SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED UNIFORMLY AND THOROUGHLY VIBRATED IN A MANNER THAT WILL ENCASE THE
REINFORCEMENT, FILL THE FORMS AND BRING THE SURFACE TRUE TO GRADE AND CROSS-SECTION.

F. FINISHING
1. CONCRETE SURFACES SHALL BE FLOATED PRIOR TO STEEL TOWELING.
2. CONCRETE FINISHES SHALL BE AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND SPECIFIED HEREIN.
3. NO ADVERTISING IMPRESSIONS, STAMP OR MARK OF ANY DESCRIPTION WILL BE PERMITTED ON SURFACE OF CONCRETE.

V. ROUGH CARPENTRY

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT TO CONSTRUCT WOODEN STRUCTURES
CONFORMING TO THE DIMENSIONS AND DETAILS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND AS SPECIFIED HEREIN.

B. MATERIALS
1. LUMBER SHALL BE STRAIGHT, FREE FROM LARGE, LOOSE OR UNSOUND KNOTS OR KNOT CLUSTERS, SCARS, DECAY,
HOLES, INSECT DAMAGE, AND OTHER DEFECTS OR IMPERFECTIONS THAT WOULD MATERIALLY IMPAIR THE STRENGTH OR
DURABILITY.  SPLITS SHALL BE NO LONGER THAN THE BUTT DIMENSION.  NO CRACKS WILL BE PERMITTED.  NO NAILS, SPIKES,
OR OTHER METAL SHALL BE PRESENT.
2. DOUGLAS FIR, WHERE INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, SHALL CONFORM IN ALL PARTICULARS TO THE STANDARD
GRADING RULES FOR WESTERN LUMBER PUBLISHED BY THE WESTERN WOOD PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION.
3. HARDWARE SHALL CONFORM TO MISCELLANEOUS METALS SECTION.

C. TREATMENTS AND PRESERVATIVES
1. TYPE OF PRESSURE TREATMENT OR PRESERVATIVE SHALL BE AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND SHALL CONFORM
WITH THE APPLICABLE STANDARDS CONTAINED IN THE MANUAL OF RECOMMENDED PRACTICE OF THE AMERICAN WOOD
PRESERVERS ASSOCIATION.
2. WHERE A PARTICULAR METHOD OF PRESSURE TREATMENT IS NOT INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, THE LUMBER SHALL BE
CONDITIONED, SEASONED, PREPARED AND TREATED BY THE EMPTY CELL PRESSURE PROCESS WITH PENTACHLOROPHENOL
WITH SIX-TENTHS (0.60) POUNDS PER CUBIC FOOT RETENTION.  PENETRATION SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE PENTOR CHECK
METHOD.
3. WHERE PRACTICAL, TREATED WOOD SHALL BE CUT TO FINAL SIZE AND TRIMMED PRIOR TO TREATMENT.  IF SITE SAWING
OR DRILLING IS NECESSARY, CUT SURFACES SHALL BE THOROUGHLY BRUSHED WITH TWO (2) COATS OF THE SAME KIND OF
PRESERVATIVE IN CONFORMANCE WITH AWPA SPECIFICATION M-4.

D. WORKMANSHIP
1. FRAMING SHALL BE TRUE AND EXACT.  ALL LUMBER SHALL BE CUT AND FRAMED TO A CLOSE FIT AND SHALL HAVE EVEN
BEARING OVER THE ENTIRE CONTACT SURFACE.  SHIMMING WILL NOT BE PERMITTED.
2. LUMBER SHALL BE WELL NAILED OR BOLTED TOGETHER AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS.  NAILS  SHALL NOT BE DRIVEN
CLOSER TOGETHER THAN ONE-HALF (1/2) THEIR LENGTH.  CARE SHALL BE TAKEN TO AVOID HAMMER MARKS, MOONS, OR
SAW CUTS.
3. LUMBER SHALL BE STORED NEATLY IN PILES ON SKIDS IN SUCH MANNER THAT THEY MAY BE READILY INSPECTED, AND
SHALL BE HANDLED IN A MANNER THAT WILL AVOID INJURY OR BREAKAGE.

VI. PAINTING, STAINING, AND SEALING

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIAL, TOOLS, EQUIPMENT AND INCIDENTALS FOR SANDING, PRIMING,
PAINTING, STAINING AND SEALING OF IMPROVEMENTS AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND SPECIFIED HEREIN.
2. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOCATION, ALIGNMENT, LAYOUT, DIMENSIONS AND APPLICATION OF
PAINT AND STAINS.
3. COSTS INCURRED FOR REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF DEFECTIVE OR DAMAGED WORK, REJECTED MATERIALS OR
WORKMANSHIP SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CONTRACTOR.

B. MATERIALS
1. PAINTS, STAINS, AND SEALERS SHALL BE OF COLORS AND TINTS AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS, AND SHALL BE
APPLIED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDATIONS AND THESE SPECIFICATIONS.  CONTRACTOR
SHALL SUBMIT COLOR SAMPLES TO THE CITY FOR APPROVAL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PAINT MATERIALS.
2. PAINT SHALL BE HOMOGENEOUS, FREE OF CONTAMINANTS AND OF A CONSISTENCY SUITABLE FOR USE IN THE
CAPACITY FOR WHICH IT IS SPECIFIED.  FINISHED PAINT SHALL BE WELL GROUND AND THE PIGMENT SHALL BE PROPERLY
DISPERSED IN THE VEHICLE ACCORDING TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PAINT.  THE DISPERSION SHALL BE OF SUCH NATURE

THAT THE PIGMENT DOES NOT SETTLE APPRECIABLY, DOES NOT CAKE OR THICKEN IN THE CONTAINER OR BECOME
GRANULAR OR CURDLED.  PAINTS SHALL POSSESS PROPERTIES WHICH IN ALL RESPECTS EFFECT SATISFACTORY APPLICATION,
ADHESION AND CURING.  THINNING WILL NOT BE PERMITTED.
3. PAINT SHALL BE DELIVERED TO THE PROJECT SITE IN NEW, UNOPENED, ROUND, AIRTIGHT CONTAINERS, APPROPRIATELY
IDENTIFIED WITH THE MANUFACTURER'S NAME, DATE OF MANUFACTURE, TYPE OF MATERIAL AND LOT OR BATCH NUMBER.

C. WORKMANSHIP AND PROTECTION
1. PAINT SHALL BE APPLIED ON THOROUGHLY DRY SURFACES AND DURING PERIODS OF FAVORABLE WEATHER.
2. SURFACES BEING COVERED SHALL BE FREE FROM MOISTURE, DUST, GREASE OR OTHER DELETERIOUS SUBSTANCE WHICH
WOULD PREVENT BONDING.
3. PAINTING SHALL BE DONE IN A NEAT AND WORKMANLIKE MANNER, APPLIED BY BRUSH, ROLLER OR SPRAY METHODS.
FINISHED SURFACES SHALL BE UNIFORM, FREE OF BRUSH MARKS, ROLLER STIPPLE TEXTURE, RUNS OR SKIPS.  EACH
APPLICATION OF PAINT SHALL BE THOROUGHLY CURED AND ANY SKIPS, HOLIDAYS, THIN AREAS OR OTHER DEFICIENCIES
CORRECTED BEFORE THE SUCCEEDING APPLICATION.
4. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROTECT ALL ADJACENT IMPROVEMENTS AGAINST DISFIGUREMENT AS A RESULT OF PAINTING
OPERATIONS.

D. PAINTING WOOD SURFACES
1. WOOD SURFACES SHALL BE PREPARED FOR PAINTING BY REMOVING ANY FOREIGN MATTER BY WIRE BRUSHING,
SCRAPING OR SANDING.  ALL SURFACES SHALL BE WIPED OR DRY BRUSHED TO REMOVE ANY DUST OR CHALKY RESIDUE
RESULTING FROM PREPARATION OPERATIONS.
2. PAINTS, STAINS, OR SEALERS SHALL BE APPLIED PRIOR TO ASSEMBLING.

VII. MISCELLANEOUS METAL

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS, AND EQUIPMENT TO FURNISH AND INSTALL MISCELLANEOUS
METAL ITEMS AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND AS SPECIFIED HEREIN.

B. WORKMANSHIP
1. WORKMANSHIP AND FINISH SHALL BE EQUAL TO THE BEST GENERAL PRACTICE IN STEEL FABRICATING SHOPS.
2. PORTIONS OF WORK EXPOSED TO VIEW SHALL BE FINISHED NEATLY.  ALL SHARP CORNERS AND EDGES THAT ARE
MARRED, CUT OR ROUGHENED DURING ERECTION SHALL BE SLIGHTLY ROUNDED.

C. MATERIALS
1. ALL MATERIALS, PRIOR TO FABRICATIONS, SHALL BE THOROUGHLY WIRE BRUSHED AND CLEANED OF ALL SCALE AND
RUST.  FINISHED MEMBERS SHALL BE FREE FROM TWISTS, BENDS OR OPEN JOINTS.
2. MISCELLANEOUS METAL ITEMS SHALL CONFORM TO THE DIMENSIONS AND DETAILS AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS.
STEEL BARS, PLATES AND SHAPES SHALL CONFORM TO ASTM A-36.

D. BOLTS, NUTS AND FASTENERS
1. UNLESS SPECIFIED OTHERWISE IN THE DETAILS ON THE DRAWINGS, FASTENERS SHALL BE 316 STAINLESS STEEL.
2. BOLTS SHALL BE LONG ENOUGH TO EXTEND ENTIRELY THROUGH THE NUT BUT NOT MORE THAN ONE-QUARTER INCH (1/4")
BEYOND.  UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED ON THE DRAWINGS, BOLTS, NUTS AND LAG SCREWS SHALL BE 316 STAINLESS STEEL.
CARRIAGE BOLTS SHALL HAVE TRUSS HEADS WITH SQUARE SHOULDER.  WASHERS SHALL BE OVER-SIZED OF "CUT" TYPE.
HOLES SHALL BE EITHER PUNCHED FULL SIZE, DRILLED FULL SIZE, OR SUB-PUNCHED AND REAMED.

VIII.  SOIL PREPARATION FOR PLANTING

A. GENERAL
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL LABOR, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT FOR SOIL PREPARATION IN ADVANCE OF
PLANTING BY OTHERS AS INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS AND AS SPECIFIED HEREIN.
2. CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE SOIL PREPARATION WITH OTHER SITE IMPROVEMENTS.  UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED,
STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENTS SHALL BE INSTALLED PRIOR TO PLANTING OPERATIONS.
3. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR LOCATING AND STAKING EXISTING SEWER, WATER AND UTILITY LINES ABOVE
OR BELOW GRADE THAT MIGHT BE DAMAGED AS A RESULT OF SOIL PREPARATION OPERATIONS.  CONTRACTOR SHALL
ASSUME SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY COST INCURRED DUE TO DAMAGE AND FOR REPLACEMENT OF AFOREMENTIONED
UTILITIES.

B. SOIL PREPARATION - RECLAIMED TRAIL AREAS
1. AREAS TO RECEIVE "SOIL PREPARATION" INCLUDE THOSE TO BE REVEGETATED BY OTHERS.
2. EXISTING TRAILS TO BE RECLAIMED ARE INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS. TRAIL SURFACES SHOULD BE TILLED TO A
MINIMUM DEPTH OF 12" AT A WIDTH THAT EXTENDS 24" BEYOND THE TRAIL TREAD.

Exhibit C
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TO: Board of Directors

 

AGENDA NO. 6.E
FROM: Matthew McElhenie, General Manager

Meeting Date: April 11, 2024 Subject: Discuss and Consider the East Ranch Community
Park Existing Conditions and Restroom Location

CAMBRIA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

 

 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:

There is a small fiscal impact associated with this item. The recommended location is expected to
reduce the overall cost of restroom installation.

 
DISCUSSION:

The Community Park Plan Ad Hoc Committee (Shannon Sutherland, Jeff Wilson, and Michael
Thomas) was formed by the PROS Committee on 11/7/2023 to define a plan that reflects the current
intentions to accelerate progress in building out a Community Park on the East Ranch, which satisfies
the needs of the community within District fiscal constraints. The District contracted with Firma
Landscape Architect Lindsay Corica to assist the ad hoc committee in defining the existing conditions
and updating plans to reflect current intentions.

East Ranch Community Park Existing Conditions:

Following the completion of East Ranch Community Park Phase 1 construction in 2017, the District
does not have an as-built drawing showing the existing conditions to serve as the basis for going
forward with an updated Community Park Plan. The attached drawing, Sheet L0, Existing Conditions,
Fiscalini East Ranch Preserve, is provided for Board discussion and consideration. This as-built
drawing shows what is currently present in the East Ranch Community Park area.

East Ranch Community Park Restroom Location:

On Tuesday, 1/23/2024, the ad hoc committee met with Lindsay Corica, Program Manager Tristan
Reaper, and F&R Manager David Aguirre on the East Ranch. We identified a critical issue with a short-
time fuse: to recommend a location for the East Ranch restroom. In the opinion of the ad hoc
committee, the location proposed on the current permit drawings is not ideal.

At the PROS Committee 2/20/2024 Meeting, after substantial public input and Committee discussion,
the Committee voted to bring a recommended location to the Board. Subsequently, the ad hoc
committee met again on the East Ranch on 2/29/2024 with Jim Green, Tristan Reaper, and David
Aguirre to discuss the drawings we recently received from Firma Landscape Architects and to discuss
the restroom location. While on-site, we flagged the two alternative locations. The ad hoc committee
expressed a clear preference for the location recommended by the PROS Committee. 

Exhibit 1, Proposed Restroom Location Alternatives, presents two restroom location alternatives. The
following two restroom location alternatives are provided for Board discussion and consideration:

Alternative A is the location provided to the County in permit application drawings, as shown on
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the Civil Design Studios Site Plan dated 6/28/2023.
Alternative B is the location recommended by the PROS Committee, which is closer to the
parking lot and the likely children's play area.

The ad hoc committee has asked Firma for their understanding regarding why the restroom was located
as shown in the community park drawings from circa 2014. Firma advises that these drawings were
schematic and at the conceptual level only. The primary consideration was to demonstrate the
approximate size and scale of the restroom within the overall park concept and not intended to indicate
a final location or design. 

For the following list of reasons, the PROS Committee recommends Alternative B:

1. Enables full view to entry and exit from the likely projected location of the playground.
2. Reduces the cost of the pathway from the parking lot to the entry.
3. Reduces the amount of time restroom installation will take.
4. Reduces the cost of trenching and piping to tie into both water and wastewater lines.
5. Allows for easier access for the maintenance and cleaning crews.
6. Allows for better access to rubbish disposal.
7. Closer for ADA access.
8. Provides the Facilities and Resources Department better visibility of any misuse, vandalism, etc.
9. Centers the restroom in the most heavily used/populated areas of the community park.

Recommendations:

Receive and file Sheet L0, Existing Conditions, Fiscalini East Ranch Preserve, dated 3/25/2024.
Instruct staff to install the restroom in the location shown by Alternative B.

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Sheet L0, Existing Conditions, Fiscalini East Ranch Preserve
2. Exhibit 1, Proposed Restroom Location Alternatives

489

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2525621/Firma_EastRanch_ExtgConditions__L0__2024-03-25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2525622/Firma_Exhibit_01_Restroom_2024-03-25.pdf


Fiscalini East Ranch Preserve 

SHEET

L0
Cambria Community Services District JOB NO: 22401 MODIFIED: 3/25/24

Existing Conditions
Prepared By:
FIRMA CONSULTANTS, INC

Landscape Architecture
Planning
Environmental  Studies

Principal: Lindsay Corica ASLA
CA Registration No. 6359

Phone: 805.781.9800 
PO BOX 4404 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
firmaconsultants .com

Prepared For:

W
M

NO
PA

RK
IN
G

NO
PA

RK
IN
G

NO
PARKING SD

SD

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
XXXX

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X X
X

X

X X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

SS

SS

SS

SS

SS

SS
>

>
>

>

R O D E O   G R O U N D S   R D
R O D E O   G R O U N D S   R D

NO
PARKING

DOG 
PARK 

DRAINAGE
CHANNEL

S
EW

ER
 M

AIN

WATER MAIN (UTILITY)

PEDESTRIAN
BRIDGE

PRIMARY ENTRY
RODEO GROUNDS ROAD

CCSD
FACILITY

PROPERTY
LINE

CREEK
RIPARIAN

W
ATER

 M
AIN

CCSD PARCEL
 APN :  013-131-037

EMERGENCY VEHICLE
ACCESS

FLOOD ZONE
BOUNDARY

LEGEND
Existing Tree Canopy

Open Meadow / Recreation Zone

Dog Park 

Existing Parking Lot - Road Base 

Existing trail, pedestrain footpath 

Existing Fence

Existing Utility (Water & Sanitary Sewer)

Existing Tree 

25' 0

SCALE: 1" = 100'-0"

50' 100' 200' 300'

PARKING LOT
97 SPACES

NORTH

NOTE:
REFER TO SURVEY DATA FOR COORDINATES AND 
LIMITS OF PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. 

LEGEND

490



W
M

N
O

PA
RK

IN
G

N
O

PA
RK

IN
G

NO
PARKING

SD
SD

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

XXXXXXXX

X X X X X X X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX X
XX

X

X X X X X X X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X X
X

X

X

X
X X X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

SS

SS

SS

SS

SS

SS

>>>>

R O D E O   G R O U N D S   R D

R O D E O   G R O U N D S   R D

OPTION 'B'
PROPOSED
RESTROOM

EXISTING 
DOG PARK

EXISTING 
PARKING
LOT

EXISTING 
DOG PARK

(LARGE DOG AREA)

 

OPTION 'A'

PROPOSED
RESTROOM

EXISTING 
TREE

EXISTING 
TREE

Fiscalni East Ranch Preserve - Park Phase 2

EXHIBIT

1
Cambria Community Services District

JOB NO: 22401 MODIFIED: 3/25/24

Proposed Restroom Location - Alternatives
firma

FIRMA CONSULTANTS, INC

Landscape Architecture
Planning
Environmental  Studies

Principal: Lindsay Corica ASLA
CA Registration No. 6359

Phone: 805.781.9800 
PO BOX 4404 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403
firmaconsultants .com 20' 0

SCALE: 1" = 20'-0"

10' 20' 40' 60'

NORTH

APPROXIMATE AREA
UNDER CONSIDERATION
FOR CHILDRENS PLAY AREA
(FUTURE)

491



TO: Board of Directors

 

AGENDA NO. 6.F
FROM: Matthew McElhenie, General Manager

Denise Fritz, Administrative Department Manager

Meeting Date: April 11, 2024 Subject: Receive and File the Investment Report for the
Quarter Ended December 31, 2023

CAMBRIA COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

 

 

 
DISCUSSION:

The District’s investment report for the quarter ending December 31, 2023 is attached. Finance staff
hired Optimized Investment Partners in August 2023 to help improve the investment returns for the
District and to ensure compliance with the California Government Code by ensuring the safety of
principal and sufficient liquidity for operations. Ongoing portfolio management activity will continue to
be performed in partnership with Optimized Investment Partners, the Finance Manager, and the General
Manager.
 
The total cash and investment portfolio book value (cost) held by the District as of December 31, 2023,
was $8,966,414, and the total cash and investments held by the trustees was $9,128,666.
 
The cash and investments held by the District include the following components: Managed Investment
Portfolio ($6,193,242), State of CA Local Agency Investment Fund ($58,500), California Asset
Management Program (CAMP) Pooled Investment Fund ($1,271,230), Cash/Time Deposits
($1,380,404), and accrued interest on investments ($63,038). (Earned interest is the interest earned on
investments over a specific time period, accrued interest is the interest that an investment has earned but
hasn’t yet been received, and paid interest is the interest that has already been received as payment).
  
Cash and investments held by the District and the trustees continue to be invested in accordance with
the Government Code and the District Investment Policy. During the quarter, 19 investments totaling
$6,173,593 were purchased. U.S. Treasury Notes totaling $2,458,329 & Federal agency bonds totaling
$1,983,264, and Certificates of Deposit totaling $1,732,000. No investments matured during the last
quarter.
 
Two-year Treasuries yielding 5.03% at the beginning of the quarter ended lower at 4.23%, a decrease of
80 basis points. 
 
As of December 31, 2023, the Weighted Yield to Maturity on the Managed Investment Portfolio was
5.08%. At the end of this quarter, the Weighted Average Maturity of the Managed Investment Portfolio
was 2.72 years. The Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) meets approximately every six weeks
and determines the level of the Federal Funds Rate. At the September 20th meeting, the FOMC voted to
maintain the Federal Funds Rate target range at its current level of 5.25-5.50%. At the December 13th
meeting, the FOMC again voted to maintain the Federal Funds Rate target range at its current level of
5.25-5.50%.

 
ATTACHMENTS:
1. CCSD Summary of Cash and Investments as of December 31, 2023
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2. CCSD Investment Report for the Quarter Ended December 31, 2023
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% of
Investment Type Par Value Market Value Book Value Portfolio
Managed Investment Portfolio

U.S. Bank Custodial Cash Account 19,649              19,649               19,649              0.11%
U.S. Treasury Bond/Note 2,670,000         2,531,342          2,458,329         13.59%
Federal Agency Bond/Note 2,075,000         2,010,980          1,983,264         10.96%
Certificate of Deposit 1,732,000         1,760,186          1,732,000         9.57%

Managed Investment Portfolio Subtotal 6,496,649         6,322,158          6,193,242         34.23%
Pooled Investments

State of CA Local Agency Investment Fund 58,500              58,500               58,500              0.32%
CAMP 1,271,230         1,271,230          1,271,230         7.03%

Pooled Investments Subtotal 1,329,730         1,329,730          1,329,730         7.35%
Cash/Time Deposits 1,380,404         1,380,404          1,380,404         7.63%
Accrued Interest 63,038              63,038               63,038              
Total Cash & Investments Held by the District 9,269,821         9,095,330          8,966,414         49.55%

Held by Bank Trustee/Fiduciary Funds (1)
Investment Agreements 0 0 0 0.00%
Cash with Fiscal Agents 9,128,666 9,128,666 9,128,666 50.45%
Restricted Cash 0 0 0 0.00%
U.S. Government 0 0 0 0.00%

Total Held by Bank Trustee/Fiduciary Funds $9,128,666 $9,128,666 $9,128,666 50.45%

Total Portfolio 18,398,487$     18,223,996$      18,095,080$     100.00%

Notes:

1.  Reflects bond proceeds and tax levy revenues held by trustee in accordance with bond covenants.

2.  Par value is the principal amount of the investment on maturity. 

3.  Market values contained herein are received from sources we believe are reliable, however we do not guarantee their accuracy.

4.  Book value is par value of the security plus or minus any premium or discount on the security.

Summary of Cash and Investments as of December 31, 2023
Cambria CSD
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% of Portfolio by Investment Type

Investment Type % Held
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 19.49%
FEDERAL AGENCY BOND/NOTE 22.26%
U.S. TREASURY NOTE 28.03%
LOCAL AGENCY INVESTMENT FUND 0.65%
CAMP 14.07%
MONEY MARKET FUND 0.22%
CASH/TIME DEPOSITS 15.28%
ALL INVESTMENTS 100.00%

Excludes Pooled Investments and U.S. Bank Custodial Cash Account

Under 1 Year
Maturity Dec 2023 Sept 2023 Change 1 - 2 Years
3-Month 5.40% 5.55% -0.15% 2 - 3 Years
1-Year 4.79% 5.46% -0.67% 3 - 4 Years
2-Year 4.23% 5.03% -0.80% 4 - 5 Years
3-Year 4.01% 4.80% -0.79% Total
5-Year 3.84% 4.60% -0.76%
10-Year 3.88% 4.59% -0.71%

Oct
Nov

Dec 2023 Dec 2022 Dec 2021 Dec 2020 Dec
4.23% 4.41% 0.73% 0.13% Total for Quarter

Note: Interest Earnings figures do not include capital gains or losses

Cambria Community Services District
Investment Report for the Quarter Ended December 31, 2023

Portfolio Summary and Key Statistics

Portfolio Key Statistics
PAR Value 9,269,821$               

U.S. Treasury Yields - Quarterly Comparison 1,250,000$               19%

Book Value (COST) 8,966,414$               
Market Value 9,095,330$               
Weighted Average Maturity (in years) 2.72
Weighted Yield to Maturity 5.08%

Portfolio Maturity PAR Maturing % Maturing

1,242,000$               19%
1,246,000$               19%
1,331,000$               21%

2-Year U.S. Treasury Yield - Historical Data 31,201$                   -$                             

1,408,000$               22%
6,477,000$               100%

ChangeFY2024FY2023Interest Earnings

-$                             87,262$                   -$                             

23,010$                   -$                             

33,051$                   -$                             

19.49%

22.26%

28.03%

0.65%

14.07%

0.22%
15.28%

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

FEDERAL AGENCY BOND/NOTE

U.S. TREASURY NOTE

LOCAL AGENCY INVESTMENT FUND

CAMP

MONEY MARKET FUND

CASH/TIME DEPOSITS

18%
18%
19%
19%
20%
20%
21%
21%
22%
22%

Under 1
Year

1 - 2 Years 2 - 3 Years 3 - 4 Years 4 - 5 Years

19% 19% 19%

21%

22%
Portfolio Maturity Distribution
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Report on the March 26, 2024, Finance Standing Committee meeting, for the April 11, 2024, CCSD 
Board Agenda 

 
The March 26, 2024, Regular Meeting of the Finance Standing Committee was held at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall in person and via Zoom. 
 
Committee Chair Tom Gray called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 
 
Present were Mr. Gray, Vice Chair Cheryl McDowell and Committee members David Pierson, Karen 
Chrisman, Scott McCann and Keith Hinrichsen. Staff present were CCSD General Manager Matthew 
McElhenie, Administrative Department Manager Denise Fritz, Utilities Manager Jim Green, Water 
Department Supervisor Cody Meeks and Confidential Administrative Assistant Haley Dodson.  
 
Alexander Hom attended from the auditing firm Moss, Levy & Hartzheim. 
 
There were no oral or written comments received in the Public Comment period. 
 
On the Consent Agenda, the Committee reviewed the February 27 Regular Meeting Minutes. Chair Gray 
noted one spelling error and asked that names of committee members casting dissenting votes be included. 
With these changes, on Mr. Pierson’s motion and Mr. Hinrichsen’s second, the Committee approved the 
minutes 5-0. 
 
The Committee took up three items, as follows, in Regular Business: 
 
 
4.A Receive and Discuss Independent Auditor's Report and Financial Statements for Fiscal Year 

2022/2023 
 
Ms. Fritz introduced the item and Hr. Hom reviewed the findings of the audit.  He said the CCSD was 
given a “modified clean” opinion, reflecting a finding that conflict (now resolved) between the General 
Manager’s contracted vacation allowance and the vacation accrual allotted to him by the CCSD 
accounting system. He noted that the net pension liability increased in this audit from the prior year 
because of a weak stock market affecting CalPERS’ investment returns in the 22/23 period. 
 
Most of the Committee members’ questions and discussion focused on pension funding and the CCSD’s 
potential liabilities in this area. Mr. Pierson asked as if we are in “good position” on pension funding, or 
do we need to increase funding on a yearly basis. Mr. Hom said the question was difficult to answer 
because pension liability is based on CalPERS’ own calculations, which determine the rates is charges to 
us. Ms. Fritz suggested that the CCSD could set up a separate fund to pay annual pension liabilities; Mr. 
Hom said this was not typically done by small districts. Mr. Hinrichsen asked why the CCSD has not 
calculated an “Actuarially Determined Calculation” for post-retiree benefits; Mr. Hom said this was not 
needed in district, such as CCSD, that does not pre-fund these benefits. Chair Gray asked if there is any 
danger that CalPERS will lower its discount rate, now a 6.9%, to the municipal bond rate. Mr. Hom said 
this is highly unlikely. 
 
Chair Gray pointed out that Street Lighting needed to be added as a power of the District. Ms. Fritz said it 
was probably included in the audit under “Facilities and Resources.”  
 
There was no public comment on this item.  
 
Mr. Hinrichsen moved to forward the audit to the Board of Directors and recommend accepting the audit. 
 
Mr. McCann seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0. 
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4.B Discussion on Phasing and Payment Options for Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
Replacement 

 
Ms. Fritz introduced the item, noting that CCSD staff had decided to remove all water meter registers now 
and then perform a phased replacement of the meter bodies. She said $526,000 has already been budgeted 
for the register replacement, but that approximately $680,000 would additionally be needed to complete 
the project. She noted that current reserves in the Water Fund total $2.7 million but are needed for other 
urgent projects and are earning more from investment returns than would be paid by the CCSD if it 
financed the register replacement -- the course she recommends.  
 
As one financing option, the staff report presented a proposal dated March 19 from CSDA Finance 
Corporation for five-year financing at a rate of 4.75%.  
 
Mr. Green, Mr. Meeks and Mr. McElhenie reviewed the current condition of the registers, large numbers 
of which have been failing and forcing CCSD personnel to read meters manually. Mr. Green also noted 
that installing new registers now, with their ability to help identify meter bodies that are not functioning 
properly, would enable the CCSD to determine which meter bodies need replacing. 
 
Committee questions and discussion followed, primarily focused on clarifying details of the meter 
infrastructure upgrade process, including the register replacement process and the subsequent phased 
replacement of the meter bodies (i.e., brass casing and internal moving parts).   
 
There was no public comment on this item.  
 
Mr. Pierson moved to submit the phasing and payment options for Board approval. 
 
Mr. Hinrichsen seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed 5-0. 

   
4.C Discussion and Consideration to Appoint an Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Allocation of 

Administrative Overhead 
 
This item grows out of work done in 2023 by an ad hoc subcommittee tasked with updating the CCSD 
Budget Policy. That subcommittee investigated options for changing the formula for administrative 
overhead allocation and was unable to find a satisfactory method to include in its report. Chair Gray 
appointed a two-person ad hoc subcommittee of Mr. Hinrichsen and Mr. Pierson to work with Ms. Fritz to 
focus specifically on the overhead allocation issue.  
 

In Future Agenda Items, the Committee reviewed items slated for the April 23 Agenda, The agenda will 
include the 2024/25 budget, the third-quarter budget review and the appointment of an ad hoc subcommittee 
to work with Ms. Fritz on the Long-Range Planning template.   
 
 
Chair Gray adjourned the meeting at 11:35 a.m. 
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To:  CCSD Board of Directors 

From:  Debra Scott, Chair, Policy Committee 

Re:  Regular Meeting, Thursday, March 28, 2024 

The Policy Committee Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm at the Cambria Veterans Hall by the 

Chairperson.  

A quorum was established by the attendance of Committee Members: Gordon Heinrichs, Vice Chair, Donn 

Howell, Secretary, Ted Key, and James Townsend. Claudia Harmon-Worthen, committee member, entered the 

meeting after it begun. Staff present was Haley Dodson, Confidential Administrative Assistant, and Matthew 

McElhenie, General Manager. 

One public members was present in person, but did not identify herself and did not speak. Christine Heinrichs 

attended on Zoom. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  There was no Chair’s report. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ms. Heinrichs stated that she would comment on agenda items as they were presented. 

CONSENT AGENDA: The February 22, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved as written. 

REGULAR BUSINESS: 

4.A. Review, Discussion, and Consideration of the CSDA Policy 1055 Legislative Advocacy 

This agenda item has been before the committee on several occasions. The Chair presented this agenda item by 

suggesting that the committee members have a discussion about the CSDA policy to ascertain if the policy 

meets the needs of CCSD and what would be a circumstance where the CCSD could utilize a Legislative 

Policy. A rich discussion ensued. The general consensus of the members was that there may be a circumstance 

where the CCSD could benefit from a written process by which to address any legislative issues that may arise. 

The Chair informed the members that since CCSD is a member of the CSDA, directors and staff receive 

frequent emails from CSDA related to legislative issues that may affect special districts. The CSDA policy 

under discussion lists some requirements that are needed if a district chooses to follow this policy, such as a 

Legislative Advocacy Procedures and Advocacy Priorities list and the need for staff to accomplish the duties 

related to legislative advocacy. The Committee also came to a consensus that the policy as written seems more 

complex than what CCSD may need. The Committee suggested that the Chair write up an outline of what might 

be appropriate for the CCSD in the area of legislative advocacy and bring the outline to be discussed at the next 

Policy Committee meeting. 

4.B  Discussion and Update on Board Action on Policy 1045 Legal Counsel and Auditor  

This draft policy was forwarded to the Board at one of its March meetings.  The Board made several edits to the 

draft policy and returned it to the committee for further consideration. The Chair made the Board’s suggested 

revisions to the policy and it was before the committee for further discussion.  After extensive discussion, the 

committee voted to return the draft policy to the Board and to NOT approve the changes suggested by the 

Board. The cited reasons for the disapproval were as follows: 

1. The language indicating that the Board would issue an RFP every 5 years to ascertain if there were 

options for Board Legal Counsel was removed by the Board 
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2. The requirement for the Auditor to add information related to the District’s “total indebtedness” to the 

annual audit was removed 

The draft policy will be returned to the Board for further consideration with the vote of nonapproval by the 

committee.  

4.C. Discussion and update on Board Action on CCSD-Owned Vehicle Policy 

The Chair reported the discussion and decision by the Board related to this policy. The Board suggested that the 

policy would be incomplete if it didn’t address on-call employees using District vehicles to commute when they 

are on-call. GM McElhenie described some of the discussions that need to take place before the District can 

make a decision about allowing on-call employees to use District vehicles to commute while they are on-call. 

Further work by the committee will be suspended on this policy until all of the discussions with stakeholders are 

held and the Board makes a decision about how to address this practice. There was diverse discussion by 

committee members and public comment by a resident that outlined some of the community’s concerns about 

this practice.  

4.D.  Discussion on the August 14, 2023 Resources & Infrastructure Committee Ad Hoc Committee 

Report on Climate Change Policy Recommendations 

The handouts for this agenda item were the Ad Hoc report and a past copy of the December 27, 2021 Climate 

Change Policy which was written by the Policy Committee.  The committee reviewed the Ad Hoc report and a 

discussion ensued. Committee member Worthen stated that she felt that some of the information presented in 

the report was not accurate. She stated information about pollution measurements did not include some sources 

that she knew to be available. She will write up that information and forward it to the Chairs of both the Policy 

Committee and the R&I Committee. The other members of the committee voiced frustration about the length of 

time that has passed since the Policy Committee submitted their draft policy in December of 2021. The Chair 

stated to the members that she will discuss the issue with the R&I Committee Chair and ascertain how the 

committees might work together on this policy.  

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

The committee verbalized some future agenda items to be considered. They included: 

1. Legislative Advocacy Policy 

2. Legal Counsel and Auditor Policy 

3. CCSD-Owned Vehicle Usage for Commuting Policy 

4. Climate Change Policy 

The Policy Committee Meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
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Page 1 of 2  2024-04-01 

PROS Committee Report for the April 11, 2024 CCSD Board Meeting 
The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Committee held a Special Meeting Wednesday 3/272024, 
12:30-2:25 PM, in person at the Vets’ Hall and via Zoom.  The Regular Meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday 3/19/2024 was cancelled, prior to the start of the meeting, due to lack of a quorum. 
We had a quorum, with all Committee members present.   We had an excellent turnout from the 
public, with Kitty Connolly, Paula and Gerry Porter, Janet Myers, Juli Amodei, Tony Church, 
and Dennis Dudzik attending in person, and Director Harry Farmer, Crosby and Laura Schwartz, 
Christina Galloway, Bob Kasper and Diane Zannotti briefly, Congressional aide to our 19th 
District Congressional Representative Jimmy Panetta, attending on zoom. 
Ad Hoc Subcommittee Reports, 12:33 PM, We had a brief report from the East Ranch 
Community Park Plan ad hoc committee explaining how we are assessing viability of 
components for the next phase of community park development and to keep the plan evergreen.  
Firma Landscape Architects has delivered the Existing Conditions map for use as an as-built of 
the community park area.  The ad hoc committee will meet with FFRP on 4/2 to define 
community park boundaries. 
Committee Member Communications, 12:37 PM, Kermit Johansson briefly reported that after 
looking through the Wallace Group April 2023 Fire Hydrant and CCSD Parcel Atlas Map, there 
may be opportunities to trade existing properties for other properties that might provide better 
trail connectivity. 
Reports from affiliated community groups: 

• FFRP, 12:43 PM, Kitty Connolly reported that invasive species removal is ongoing, 
numerous hazardous trees damaged from winter storms have been taken down, chipped, 
and spread on trails. The FFRP Board voted to dedicate funding for the Linking 
Boardwalk Project, expecting this to be on the CCSD Board agenda in April.  The price 
of this project is roughly 3 times what it was when Kitty started.  Preparing to introduce 
Spanish language docent walks. 

• Skate Cambria, 12:46 PM, Juli Amodei reported plans to resubmit for the Tony Hawk 
$25k grant by 3/31 to start the maintenance fund, and that additional funding continues 
coming in.  Participation in the Central Coast Monster Skateboarding Competition Series 
starting April 4.  Juli also discussed permitting progress. 

In Regular Business: 
CCSD Strategic Plan, 12:51 PM, Michael Thomas briefly discussed the updated elements of the 
CCSD Strategic Plan following the 3/4/2024 Strategic Planning Workshop. 
PROS Goals Progress Report, 12:53 PM, substantial committee and public discussion, leading 
to minor changes to the report. 
Proposal by the Cambria Rotary for a Peace Garden in the Vets Hall Parking Area, 1:16 
PM, after thorough discussion, PROS Committee recommends the Peace Picket Project move 
forward and be presented to the CCSD Board for approval. 
List of the Most Urgent Pedestrian and Transportation Needs in Cambria, 1:40 PM, after 
thorough discussion, PROS Committee recommends providing the revised list to the General 
Manager. 
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Future Agenda Items, 2:20 PM:  

• Dennis Dudzik asked for clarification of roles and responsibilities regarding maintenance 
of parks, recreation & open spaces.   

• Juli Amodei asked for an update on the East Ranch Restroom project, specifically when 
the purchase order will be issued and the timeline. 

 
The next PROS Committee Regular Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, April 16, 2024. 
 
Attachment: PROS List of the Most Urgent Pedestrian and Transportation Needs in Cambria 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Thomas, Director and PROS Committee Chair 
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PROS List of the Most Urgent Pedestrian and Transportation Needs in Cambria  
Background and Purpose of this Document: 
The Parks, Recreation & Open Space Committee (PROS Committee) is a standing committee of 
the Cambria Community Services District (CCSD) focused on meeting the parks, recreation & 
open space needs of the Cambria community.  Some of these needs can be met entirely by the 
CCSD, but many of these needs require support and funding from the County of San Luis 
Obispo.  The PROS Committee understands that the County faces funding challenges, and that 
not all needs can be satisfied as quickly as the community would like.  Nonetheless, it's 
important to be clear and consistent regarding our priorities, to enable the County to establish 
long term plans.   The purpose of this document is to clarify the most urgent of these needs. 
It is also worth noting what this document does not address.   This document does not address 
road repairs such as the Santa Rosa Creek Road and Pine Knolls Drive, or any other scopes 
outside the purview of the PROS Committee. 
 
The Most Urgent Projects Cambria Needs from the County: 

 Project Description Justification 

1.  Rodeo Grounds 
Road 

Pave Rodeo Grounds 
Road from Burton Drive 
to the parking lot. 

To enable access to our Community Park and 
CCSD facilities in all weather conditions. 

2.  Lower Burton 
Drive Walkway 

Provide a safe walking 
path from Burton Drive 
and Eton Road to 
Village Lane. 

This is the primary route for Santa Lucia Middle 
School students to walk to the East Village, is 
generally overgrown with weeds and is not a 
safe pedestrian pathway along this busy road.  
This is also an essential pedestrian pathway for a 
large swath of Cambria residents as well as 
visitors staying at the Cambria Pines Lodge. 

3.  Safe Pedestrian 
Walkways on 
Ardath Drive/ 
Main Street  

Provide safe pedestrian 
walkway on Ardath/ 
Main Street on both 
sides of Hwy 1. 

Enable Cambria residents and visitors to walk or 
ride safely into town. 
See Note 1. 

4.  Safe Pedestrian 
Walkways on 
Windsor Blvd.  

Provide safe pedestrian 
walkway on Windsor 
Blvd on both sides of 
Hwy 1. 

Enable Cambria residents and visitors to walk or 
ride safely into town. 
See Note 1. 

5.  Safe Pedestrian 
Walkways on 
Burton Drive  

Provide safe pedestrian 
walkway on Burton 
Drive on both sides of 
Hwy 1. 

Enable Cambria residents and visitors to walk or 
ride safely into town. 
See Note 1. 
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 Page 2 of 2 Updated 2024-04-01 

 Project Description Justification 

6.  Safe Pedestrian 
Walkways on 
Weymouth St. 

Provide safe pedestrian 
walkway on Weymouth 
on both sides of Hwy 1. 

Enable Cambria residents and visitors to walk or 
ride safely into town. 
See Note 1. 

Note 1: Further details in Purpose and Need: Safe Walkways at 4 Intersections, by Kermit 
Johansson.  It may be advantageous to discuss these 4 areas as one bundled project, but they are 
shown separately in this table to make it easier for the public and the committee to weigh in on 
priorities. 
 
For reference, a similar starter list clarifying needs from CalTrans: 

 Project Description Justification  

 Hwy 1 crossing 
connecting 
Fiscalini West 
Ranch and East 
Ranch 

Provide a safe Highway 
1 crossing, either 
through traffic control 
measures, or an 
improved multipurpose 
trail under the Santa 
Rosa Creek bridge.  

Currently Cambria residents and 
visitors cannot walk from the West 
Ranch trails to the East Ranch trails 
into town without crossing Highway 
1 at an uncontrolled intersection.   

 

 
Attachments for further detail: 

• Purpose and Need: Pave/Drain Cambria’s East Ranch Access Road for all Season Public 
Use. 

• Purpose and Need: Safe Walkways at 4 Intersections (Weymouth, Windsor, Burton 
Drive, Ardath Drive/Main Street) and Highway 1 in Cambria, CA. 

• Purpose and Need for Pedestrian/biking/Multipurpose Path Under SR1 through Santa 
Rosa Creek Bridge 49-186 at Cambria 
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Resources & Infrastructure Committee Report for April 11, 2024, CCSD Board Meeting 

Opening. The Resources and Infrastructure Committee Meeting was held on March 11, 2024, in person at the 
Vets Hall and via Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 2:00pm, and a quorum was established. Committee 
members present were Committee Chair Karen Dean, Vice Chair Steven Siebuhr, Secretary Derrik Williams, 
and Committee members Mark Meeks and Juli Amodei. Committee member James Webb was absent. 

Staff present were General Manager Matthew McElhenie (remote), Confidential Administrative Assistant Haley 
Dodson, Utilities Department Manager Jim Green, Program Manager Tristan Reaper, Wastewater 
Superintendent Toni Artho, and Water Systems Superintendent Cody Meeks. 

Community Members present in person were Allan Dean and Dennis Dudzik. There was one director attending 
via Zoom, as well as several additional community members. 

Chair Report. Chair Dean reported that Climate Ad Hoc Committee members Juli Amodei and Mark Meeks, 
along with Chair Dean and GM McElhenie, have signed up for the upcoming ICARP (Climate Adaptation & 
Resiliency Planning) Grant Guidelines Workshop. Chair Dean also reported that the District held a Strategic 
Planning Workshop on March 4 during which the District updated the Strategic Plan Objectives and Supporting 
Actions. The updated Strategic Plan will be brought forward to the Board for approval at the upcoming CCSD 
Board of Directors Meeting. 

Ad Hoc Subcommittee Report(s). Committee member Derrik Williams reported that the CIP ad hoc met on 
February 21, and will be meeting one more time to review the ranking of the water and wastewater CIPs. 
Utilities Manager Jim Green stated that the priority is given to safety first, regulatory compliance second, and 
the outstanding projects needed to maintain the reliability of the systems third. He also stated that they are 
working to keep the prioritized projects within budgetary limits.  

Committee Member Communications. Committee member Amodei reported that the District is reworking the 
Tony Hawk Skatepark/Skatespace Grant which needs to be resubmitted by March 31 as the prior application is 
a year old and the grantor has new software. Ms. Amodei also reported that the Skatepark has secured a $5,000 
grant from the Odd Fellows, and that she, along with Utilities Manager Jim Green and Program Manager 
Tristan Reaper, met with the San Simeon Tourism Board. However, San Simeon declined to contribute to the 
Skatepark project as they preferred to keep their tourism funds in San Simeon. 

Utilities Department Manager Report. Utilities Department Manager Jim Green reported on the following: 

• EV Charging Station. The permitting is complete. Expect to break ground late this week or early 
next week. 

• Skate Park. The skate park needed a Section 106 study (impacts to historical resources). The 
consultant part of that study is underway. 

• East Ranch Restroom.  The permit is at County Planning and has passed the first stage of review and 
is now going through the second stage of review on the environmental planning. Restroom should be 
ordered soon and has a 46-week lead time.  

• Zero Liquid Discharge. Still underway. The contractor is waiting for funding. 
• Stuart St Tanks. Geotechnical study showed the existing twelve-inch-thick tank pads are insufficient 

to meet seismic criteria. They will need to be replaced with new 3 ft thick pads with 30” dowels for 
seismic restraints. The new pads will extend the tank site onto the adjoining CCSD property by 
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roughly 15 ft. This is a technical correction that should not affect the EPA Grant funding but may 
delay it until possibly the third or fourth quarter of this year.  

• San Simeon Well #3. The VFD (Variable Frequency Drive) is on this current agenda. The District 
will be connecting this to the SCADA system and also installing a transducer and data logger for 
continuous groundwater level data. Depending on how well it works, there may be possible 
consideration to add this system to San Simeon well #2 in the future. 

• San Simeon Water Transmission Main. The contractor looked further into other options, but option 
3 as the R&I Committee recommended is still the preferred option. This is scheduled to go before the 
Board at an upcoming Board of Directors meeting. Environmental permitting is ongoing, and once the 
Board approves the project resolution the botanical survey and the wetland delineation can move 
forward. 

Public Comment. (Time 2:24 pm) There was no public comment. 

Consent Agenda. (Time 2:24 pm). The February 12, 2024, Regular R&I Meeting Minutes were reviewed. 
There was one spelling correction for Committee member Amodei’s name. Committee member Meeks moved 
to approve the minutes as corrected, motion was seconded by Committee member Siebuhr. Motion was 
approved with 4-ayes, 0-nays, 1-absent (Webb). 

Regular Business: 

4.A. Receive and Discuss SWRCB Direct Potable Reuse Regulations (Time 2:26 pm). Utilities Manager Jim 
Green and Program Manager Tristan Reaper presented the staff report on the SWRCB regulation for Direct 
Potable Reuse. Key points included: 

• The regulations assume the source is tertiary treated municipal wastewater. 
• Requires an engineering report detailing what will be done and how the District will meet all the 

standards. 
• Must characterize the wastewater source chemistry. 
• The engineering report must be updated every 5 years. 
• Chief Plant Operator must have a T5 license. There is only one T5 plant in the County, and it is very 

difficult to find operators with these level licenses in the County. They must hold an Advanced Water 
Treatment Plant Grade 5 License. 

• The lead shift operators must have a T3 license. 

Chair Dean asked what infrastructure improvements are necessary to consider Direct Potable Reuse. Utilities 
Manager Jim Green stated that the District would need to add tertiary treatment and plumb the tertiary treatment 
plant to the WRF. This could cost around $3 million for an installed tertiary plant. The District will need to 
finish upgrading the current wastewater treatment plant before starting a tertiary treatment plant. The WRF may 
need additional treatment trains as well to obtain ample virus removal. The District would still need to put 
one=third to one half of the treated wastewater effluent into the percolation ponds to retain a mound that 
prevents seawater intrusion. Mr Green anticipates that the District might see up to 300 acre-feet of water from 
the DPR plant, and the DPR water possibly would not count against our licensed diversion and could count as a 
supplemental water supply. 
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Public comment on this item: Mr Dudzik asked if the District has a rough plan for developing the tertiary 
treatment plant. Utilities Manager Green said the tertiary plant would likely need to be placed near the WRF 
because there is inadequate space at the current wastewater treatment plant. 

4.B. Receive and Discuss Wastewater SST Project Update (Time: 2:45 pm) Wastewater Superintendent Toni 
Artho distributed an update on the status of the various ECMs and presented a review of the SST (Sustainable 
Solutions Turnkey) ECM (Energy Conservation Modules) projects. Projects reviewed were ECM-1 Influential 
Flow Equalization, ECM-2 Influent Lift Station Modifications, ECM-3 Modified Ludzik-Ettinger Process 
Upgrade, ECM-Blower System Improvements, ECM-5 RAS (Return Activated Sludge) and WAS (Waste 
Activated Sludge) Pumping Improvements, and ECM-7 & ECM-8 Electrical Upgrades and Back Up Power. For 
a more complete explanation of each of these ECMs and the status as of the February 17, 2024, update, see 
https://www.cambriacsd.org/wastewater-sst-projects. 

Public comment: There was no public comment on this item.  

4.C. Discussion and Consideration to Recommend the Board of Directors Approve a Contract with 
TruePani for a Service Line Material Inventory and Assistance with Lead Service Line Reporting 
Requirements (Time: 2:55 pm). Utilities Department Manager Green explained that the State requires all 
community water districts assess both customer and utility owned service lines, identify the materials of each 
service line within its service territory, and house this data on a website with a searchable database. This initial 
inventory must be submitted by October 16, 2024. The contract being proposed is for consultant services with 
TruePani for a water service line material inventory and assistance with the Lead Service Line reporting 
requirements. The District plans on inventorying the water lines from the meter to the customer house and 
developing data as part of the water meter updates.                                                                                                                                                    
Public comment: There was no public comment on this item.                                                   

Motion to recommend forwarding the contract with TruePani to the Board of Directors for approval was made 
by Committee member Meeks, motion seconded by Committee member Williams. Motion was approved with 
4-ayes, 0-nays, 1-absent (Webb). 

4.D. Receive Updated Water Supply Options Report and Discuss and Consider Recommendation to 
Forward Report to the Board of Directors (Time: 3:11 pm). Committee member Williams presented the Ad 
Hoc Committee’s updated Water Supply Options Report. Rough costs for geophysical studies were provided but 
estimates will vary with order-of-magnitude study requirements and budgeting. Utilities Department Manager 
Jim Green stated that AEM (Airborne Electro-Magnetics) surveys were discussed at the Water Resources 
Advisory Committee (WRAC) meeting. Chair Dean suggested that Mr Green meet with the ad hoc committee 
to review potential sites, and whether AEM or tTEM (towed Time-Domain Electro-Magnetics) would be more 
beneficial based on terrain. The ad hoc committee can then update the report with more refined costs.                                            
Chair Dean looked into costs for solar hydropanels and how climate affects water production. One hydropanel 
for a roof installation is approximately $2,950, and produces up to 1.3 gallons per day during optimum weather. 
This amount is diminished during very cloudy or rainy weather, and extreme cold. The panels are 4x8 feet and 
are installed at a 45-degree angle on flat roof surfaces. Committee member Meeks will add this information to 
the report and will continue to attempt to get a response regarding the number of panels, costs, and area required 
for commercial applications, such as providing additional water for Cambria.         
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Chair Dean suggests that off stream reservoirs as discussed by the Army Corp of Engineers in the past be looked 
into and potentially added to the report, as well as current and potential Whale Rock allocations. It was 
mentioned that to be effective, a reservoir needed to hold two to three times the annual supply of water for our 
community.                           

Utilities Department Manager Jim Green proposed that updates to the report be provided at future R&I 
committee meetings, rather than quickly finalizing the report. This will allow the ad hoc committee to provide 
new information as it becomes available. It was agreed that the ad hoc committee work on adding or refining 
four items to the report. 

1. More refined cost estimates and discussion of the hydropanels.                                                        

2. More refined costs for geophysical investigations based on potential sites.                                 

3. Discussion of offstream reservoirs.                                                                                                               

4. Discussion of Whale Rock reservoir allocations. 

Public comment: Mr Dudzik suggested that the ad hoc committee look at small projects as well as big projects. 
The benefit is smaller, but a small option may be more viable. He suggests DPR be added as an option. 

5. Future Agenda Items (Time: 3:36 pm) Chair Dean asked for future agenda items. 

• Utilities Manager Jim Green suggests a discussion on Clean Fleet Vehicles. 
• If data is available, the committee will review the CIP lists. 
• Possible review of costs to repair the Rodeo Grounds generator. 

Adjourn: Chair Dean adjourned the meeting at 3:49 pm. 

Respectfully submitted: 

CCSD Director Karen Dean, R&I Committee Chair 
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7E - Att 01 NCAC.docx Page 1 of 1 Written: March 23, 2024 

NCAC March 20, 2024 Meeting Summary for the CCSD Board of Directors 
 
The North Coast Advisory Council held a meeting March 20, 2024, 6:00-8:56 PM via Zoom.  This report 
summarizes some of the more salient points discussed.  For the convenience of those watching the recorded 
meetings, approximate start times are noted at several points in this report.  For further detail, please visit the 
well-organized NCAC website: 

• Agendas with written reports: https://www.ncacslo.org/meeting-agendas. 
• Minutes: https://www.ncacslo.org/minutes-of-meetings. 

 
Public/ Council Comment: 
Blake Fixler provided an oral report for Supervisor Gibson, discussing several topics of interest: 
• Advisory Council Training: Friday 4/26, 8:30 AM – 12 noon; the public is welcome on a space available 

basis.  Contact Blake Fixler if interested. 
• Public Works has developed a tool showing Road Closures, Delays and Status. 
• 6:14 PM, Blake discussed a $12m loan from Reserves to Public Works to address storm damage, discussed 

the Pine Knolls contract and how projects are prioritized. 
• The Christmas Market permit has been appealed, July 9 Public Hearing with the County Board of 

Supervisors. 
 
Regular Public Agency Reports: 
• SLO County Planning: Kip Morais provided an oral report, 6:37 PM, including Lampton Cliffs Stair access 

project progress. 
• Public Safety: Sheriff Stuart Macdonald discussed his written report, 6:39 PM. 
• CCSD: Director Thomas provided a written report, 6:45 PM.  The GM answered questions about how 

CCSD deals with remodels which increase water use, whether vacation rentals are treated the same as 
residential units, and about the PSHH project. 

• 7:05 PM, Cambria Fire Safe Focus Group: Dave Pierson provided a written report, discussed the 
Homeowners Insurance situation and the information available on the CCSD Website.  Put Saturday 5/11 on 
your calendar - Cambria Wildfire Preparedness Day. 

• 7:13 PM, Director Farmer called attention to the 3/20/2024, 12:07 PM email from the NCAC Chair 
indicating GM McElhenie would be discussing the status of WRF permitting. 

• 7:23 PM, Matt shared the report from the Fire Chief and fielded several questions. 
 
Guest Presentation: 7:39 PM, Claudia Worthen, Beautify Cambria, reported on a Goodwill Donation Drive 
fundraiser Saturday 5/18, 9-3 at the Santa Rosa Church.    

 
Reports from Standing Committees and Special Interest Representatives: 
• 7:49 PM, Land Use Committee: Jeff Kwasny provided and presented 2 written reports: 

o A Land Use and permitting history of the Cambria Christmas Market. 
o The Land Use Committee report with 2 Permit for consideration: 
 Installation of 3 new employee modular residences at the San Simeon State Park, which the NCC 

voted to recommend approval. 
 Replacement of an existing, non-conforming 1-bathroom residence with a new 2-story 2,419 square 

feet single family 3-bathroom residence at 2675 Sherwood Drive, designed by Warren Leopold, to 
be considered next month. 

  
The next NCAC Meeting will be March 20, 2024, at 6:00 PM via Zoom.   
Respectfully submitted, Michael Thomas, CCSD Board of Directors 
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LIAISON REPORT TO CCSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE SAN SIMEON COMMUNITY 

SERVICES DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING ON MARCH 15, 2024 

The regular San Simeon Community Services meeting was held in the Cambria Coast Unified Board Room. 
Acting Chair Tiwana called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Directors Tiwana, Diamond, and Donahue were 
present. Director Lee attended via Zoom. Interim General Manager Faverty and Ruth Montgomery were also in 
attendance. The March 7, 2024 Regular Board meeting was cancelled due to illness.  

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Two residents requested information on items on the agenda. The Chair suggested that staff clarify the issues 
that were asked related to Dissolution and Divestiture.  

5.  CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

The meeting minutes of February 1, 2024 and December 7, 2023 were approved under the Consent Agenda.  

The February Disbursements Journal was approved as written under the Consent Agenda.  

6.  BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS: 

A.  ANNUAL BOARD ELECTION FOR CHAIR POSITION, VICE CHAIR. 

The Board voted to approve a new approach to filling the positions of Chair and Vice Chair. The members of 
the Board will rotate through these positions on a quarterly basis in alphabetical order.  

B. DISCUSSION, REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS TO DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION OF APPLICATION FOR 
DISSOLUTION, OR ALTERNATIVELY TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION OF APPLICATION FOR 
DIVESTITURE 

The Board voted unanimously to direct staff to prepare a Resolution of Application for Dissolution of the 
District. The Interim General Manager Faverty stated that dissolution would mean, in essence, that the 
administration of the District would change and be assigned to another entity.  

Public Comment:  One resident asked for easier to understand definitions of dissolution and divestiture so that 
he can understand what the Board is deciding. Another resident suggested that the Board do more research on 
what grants might be available to the District so that it might be able to continue as a community service 
district.  

7. DISTRICT STAFF & COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

i. FRM Operations Report 

ii. RGS Finance Report 

A representative from RGS gave a summary of his credentials and his experience in finance. He stated that he 
has been working closely with staff to finish financial statements ending June 30, 2023. The process has been 
difficult because of the lack of consistency of finance staff at the District. He stated that they are having to 
review daily revenue/expense transactions and that the information isn’t always easily found. Some progress is 
being made and RGS will close out FY22/23 so that an audit can be done. There was no definite time frame as 
when this might be completed. 

iii. Interim General Manager’s Report 
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The Acting GM gave an update on several issues. He initially introduced Ruth Montgomery, a Cambria resident 
who has a Masters Degree in Information Technology who has been assisting him in organizing the District 
files, of which he is very appreciative. He stated that he has been meeting with a representative from the Coastal 
Commission related to the Board’s decision for Dissolution or Divestiture.  In his discussions with the Coastal 
Commission, he stated that it appears that the Commission understands the situation that SSCSD is in and will 
refrain from making any more demands on the District until dissolution is complete. He stated that the Pipe 
Bridge project continues and will be completed before the SSCSD is dissolved. The issues of lifting the 
moratorium was discussed and the problem with numerous potholes due to the inordinate amount of rain. He 
has also met with LAFCO and the County to ascertain what might be the best decision for the District. He stated 
that since the Board has directed staff to begin the application for Dissolution, he now has direction for where 
the Board has decided to go. He stated that it most probably will be the County that takes on the District 
services for San Simeon residents.   

iv. District Counsel’s Report 

There was no further report from District Counsel. 

8.  NON-DISTRICT REPORTS: 

A. Sheriff’s Report 

The Sheriff was not available to make a report. 

9. CLOSED SESSION 

Public comment on Closed Session agenda items included one resident who asked how could one could make a 
public comment on Closed Session if she didn’t have any information about what was going to be discussed 
during Closed Session.  

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

B.  REPORT UPON CONCLUSION OF CLOSED SESSION 

The Board went into Closed Session at 7:34 pm and returned from Closed Session at 8:19 pm.   

The District Counsel stated that the outcome of the Closed Session was that the Board gave direction to staff.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:21pm.  

Submitted by Debra Scott, CCSD Director 
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Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve March 12th, 2024 Monthly Meeting summary 

  
The meeting was called to order by Chair Dianne Anderson at 4PM.  In attendance were Chair Anderson, Vice 
Chair Tom Loganbill, Secretary John Nixon, Treasurer Mary Maher, Executive Director Kitty Connolly, Board 
Directors Jose Luis Sanchez, Bob Detweiler, Ellie Etter, Cathleen Campe, Shari Robascotti, Marvin Josephson, 
and CCSD Board Director and FFRP Liaison Harry Farmer.  CCSD Board member and PROS (Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space) Committee Chair Michael Thomas joined the meeting at 4:20 PM.  It should be 
mentioned that while the intention is to now have in person monthly meetings, due to ED Connolly having 
come down with Covid, this meeting was being held via Zoom. 
  
The minutes from the FFRP Annual Meeting and Monthly Board meeting of January 20th, 2024 were 
unanimously approved.  A short comment was made by Vice Chair Loganbill regarding the recent dog attack, 
adding that John Nixon would provide details later during the Executive Director's report. 
  
The first Matter for Decision was to Review and approve the Linking Boardwalk proposal and funding.  It was 
announced that the Executive Committee has reviewed and approved the project.  Ms Connolly then initiated 
the discussion, providing very accurate graphics for viewing.  She remarked that the current trail is very 
slippery when wet, and last year two people actually broke their ankles trying to navigate the trail.  So far all 
environmental regulations have been approved for the project, and the construction review was completed 
October 23rd of last year.  The bid for construction is $700,000, with $100,000 for monitoring. Presently FFRP 
is awaiting an agreement with the CCSD.   Today’s discussion is about funding the $800,000, perhaps using 
monies from the Schwab Reserves and the Vanguard Endowment.  Treasurer Maher made a motion to use 
funding reserves, seconded by Mr Detweiler. Chair Anderson reminds everyone that $619,000 has already been 
earmarked for the project, so only $81,000 is actually required.  Bob Detweiler remarked that a couple of years 
ago this project was considered FFRP’s top priority, therefore there is nothing to gain by delaying the project, 
and that in the next year or two reserves will no doubt improve.  John Nixon sees the project as an investment 
for greater fundraising, including being tied in to the upcoming 25th Anniversary of FFRP.  Mr Josephson 
agrees the project could lead to increased donations.  Kitty comments that no contract has yet been made with 
the construction company, that this will happen only after the project is approved by the CCSD Board of 
Directors.  Michael Thomas states that the PROS committee has approved the project, and it will likely be 
discussed at one of the CCSD April Board meetings.  Ultimately the FFRP Board votes unanimously to approve 
funding for the Linking Boardwalk.  Ellie Etter adds we should approach the project with a positive, forward 
looking attitude and outlook.   
  
Michael Thomas, who had just arrived at the meeting, made a Public Comment as to the PROS Committee plan 
for the East Ranch Community Park.  Next week FFRP representatives Anderson and Connolly will join various 
PROS Committee members when marking the Community Park boundaries.  Also invited are former FFRP ED 
Jo Ellen Butler and former FFRP Board member and Chair Walt Andrus.   
  
The next Matter for Decision was to Review and approve Bench relocation.  Vice Chair Tom Loganbill stated 
that recently a bench in disrepair has been much improved.  Then, with much appreciation to Bob Bell, who in 
years past built many of the benches on the Ranch, Tom stated he will refinish or replace the Owl’s Roost 
bench.  It was suggested that perhaps the Owl’s Roost bench could be put on the Stuart St property owned by 
the CCSD across the street from where Bob Bell and his wife Alise lived for many years, or if need be just 
placed in storage.  John Nixon recommended putting the improved bench in the Owl’s Roost location, including 
a 3x5 Bronze Plaque.  The motion to approve moving the bench was approved. 
  
Review and approve Board Mentoring Policy was the next Matter for Decision.  Chair Anderson suggests the 
use of a “buddy system” in addressing this issue.  A motion was requested to discuss the policy, which was 
made by Jose Luis Sanchez and seconded by Ms Maher.  Jose Luis suggest new Board members peruse old 
documents as to the “structure and vision” of FFRP.  Ms Robascotti expresses her appreciation for the 
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opportunity for both reviewing the documents and the “mentorship” program.  Ms Etter suggest one meeting 
take place for all new Board members to read the materials instead of each member reading the material on their 
own.  Mr Josephson then spoke of his recent experience which he defined as helpful, and “questions were 
answered” that, “brought him up to speed”.  Mr Loganbill recommended catching up with Joyce Renshaw and 
Jo Ellen Butler.  Ms Etter suggests new members meet with Treasurer Maher to gather more of an 
understanding of finances.  Chair Anderson asks if folks are in favor of the Policy as it is, or should some 
adjustments be made.  ED Connolly states that perhaps new members be assigned a mentor. Ms Maher 
recommends going forward with the Policy as it is, and perhaps modify later if needed.  The vote was taken and 
almost unanimous, with Ms Etter voting “no”, saying that she favored the Policy, just not as presently 
structured. 
  
Matters for Discussion began with the Executive Director’s Report.  Ms Connolly informed us that US-LT RCD 
(Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource Conservation District) is providing monies for plants on the Ranch for 
various pollinators, as well as understory and habitat for creatures such as ground squirrels and burrowing owls.  
She then spoke of the barrels and bails of cotton that recently washed up on the beach just north of Cambria, no 
doubt from a passing ship just off the coast.  A drone flyover indicated that the debris could be affecting 
organisms on shore and in the ocean. 
  
Mr Loganbill then provided a report on the recent dog attack that occurred either Sunday or Monday.  It was 
stated a pit bull off leash attacked and killed a dog on leash, and the owner of the attacked dog was also harmed, 
losing part of his right index finger.  The location was stated as near Wedgewood and Windsor near the South 
entrance to the Ranch.  Both CCSD General Manager Matt McElhenie and Facilities and Resources Supervisor 
David Aguirre had been informed. (It was later determined the attack actually occurred on Park Hill north of the 
Ranch at the corner of Worcester and Whitehall, and the attack dog had actually broken free from his leash 
while being walked by the renter staying at the property.) 
  
As for our magical friends who visit Cambria and the Ranch on an annual basis, ED Connolly reported, 
“monarchs (butterflies) did not do well this year.  Kind of sad.” 
  
There was no Ranch Manager Report.   
  
Chairperson Anderson reported all FFRP members are in “good standing”.  However, she then added that Board 
member donations have recently been on a downward trend, from $13,000 in 2021, to $11,000 in 2022, and 
finally $8,500 in 2023.  She then recommended setting a regular date for the Annual FFRP meeting, suggesting 
the 3rd Saturday in January. 
  
As for the Education Committee Report.  Director Sherryl Ebbs was not present due to the health issues being 
dealt with by her husband.  Not only was therefore no report available, but Ms Ebbs is needing to step down 
from her position as head of the Education Committee.  A new Board member will now be needed to assume 
this rewarding but demanding position. 
  
Treasurer Mary Maher reported Ms Andrea Helms is the new Bookkeeper. Also, the move to Mercer 
Investments is going smoothly and on time, and there is no need to withdraw funds this quarter.  
  
As for Outreach and Development.  We were reminded of the FFRP Pop Up and snack bar involvement at the 
upcoming annual Wildflower Show the last weekend in April at the Veteran’s Hall, as well as the Volunteer 
Appreciation Event on May 15th.  Also there will be a Pop Up at the Greenspace Earth Day Event on April 21st 
at the Creekside Reserve on Center St.  There will be Ranch Pop Ups throughout the warm weather months that 
will require volunteer, plus docents are needed for Sunday hours at the FFRP shop on Main St.  Also, each 
Board member is being encouraged to find a potential legacy donor, which could include a family member. 
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Marvin Josephson provided the Ranch Committee Report.  Needless to say, there are still, “lots of weeds to take 
care of’, plus digging out as much mustard and radish as possible which will hopefully not be extensively 
coming back this year.  Also, another Ice Plant Removal Party is coming up, with the possibility of total 
elimination on the horizon. 
  
Executive Director Connolly then verbally provided her Stakeholders Report, mostly from the recent meetings 
of the Fire Safe Focus Group. The SLO County Fire Safe Council headed by Dan Turner has submitted a Forest 
Health Grant proposal to Cal Fire for $6.7 million for work through 2030.  Work will include initial treatment 
and follow up, including the Ranch.  The decision will be announced in May, with funding arriving in 2025.  
The Ranch will be part of the proposal.  The Fire Safe Council also submitted a Wildfire Prevention proposal to 
Cal Fire for $2.9 million, including clearing CCSD vacant lots and Ranch fire breaks, and removing unwanted 
plants in Strawberry Canyon. Monty Soto has been hired to do a preliminary evaluation creating an evacuation 
route from Marine Terrace through private land to the south.  Also, Roberta Vitols is heading up an awareness 
campaign so residents can know where to get fire safety and insurance information.  And FSFG Chair David 
Pierson and PROS Committee member Jeff Wilson have created an informational page for the CCSD about Fire 
Insurance in Cambria, of which a link has been posted on FFRP’s Facebook page.  Wildfire Preparedness Day 
will be May 11th at the Veteran’s Hall. 
  
Chair Anderson then adjourned the meeting at 5:45 PM 
  
The next FFRP meeting will be on Tuesday, April 9th at 4PM at the Cambria Center for the Arts, 1350 Main St, 
in the Green Room. 
  
This summary written and submitted by CCSD Board Director and FFRP liaison Harry Farmer. 
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Cambria Forest Committee March 15, 2024 meeting summary 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM.  In attendance were CFC Chair Crosby Swartz, Secretary 
Christine Heinrichs, Treasurer Laura Swartz, CFC Director Julie Jorgensen, CCSD Director and PROS (Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space) Committee Chair Michael Thomas, PROS Committee member Jeff Wilson, US-LT 
RCD (Upper Salinas-Las Tablas Resource Conservation District) Project Manager Spencer Gordon, CNPS 
(California Native Plant Society) member Neil Havlik, Cambria resident Dennis Dudzik, and CCSD Board 
member and CFC liaison Harry Farmer. 
  
Crosby began the comment segment of the meeting by stating he’d recently sent out a link to the Trees of Los 
Padres Webinar presented by Bryant Baker, Director of Conservation and Resources for Los Padres Forest 
Watch.  Laura Swartz then provided the Treasurer’s Report, stating there were no outstanding bills or grant 
funding obligations, but grant opportunities would be pursued in the coming year. 
  
Under Organizational Reports, Neil Havlik stated the Native Plant Society is very concerned about the proposed 
large construction and development project in Nipomo in southern San Luis Obispo County.  While no one was 
available representing the Cambria Fire Safe Focus Group, Jeff Wilson remarked he’d attended the most recent 
meeting, and the topic of home owners fire insurance had come up.  Crosby stated much information on fire 
insurance and its availability can be found at the FSFG website.  There was no report available from FFRP 
(Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve).  Crosby then read a written report submitted by Greenspace 
Executive Director Karin Argano, reminding us once again that Earth Day will be celebrated at the Greenspace 
Creekside Reserve on Center St on April 21st, which will include an art project from the students at the 
Grammar School.  Upgrades are also taking place at the Reserve, as the Temple will be getting a new coat of 
paint, the driveway a new layer of gravel, and new docent training for the Temple will be taking place.  
  
Spencer Gordon provided an update on the fuel reduction project at Rancho Marino, saying the start date is 
tentatively set for April 29th, and he’s presently working out the scheduling with the contractors and Camp 
Ocean Pines.  As for the length of the project, Spencer remarked while the project could possibly take up to two 
years, it’s hoped the thinning will take place this  Spring and Summer, the wood would then be cured, and 
burned in November.  Spencer added he’s also put in a Cal Fire grant proposal for the North County that would 
provide for some forest thinning projects in that area.  Jeff Wilson then spoke, stating that at the recent FSFG 
meeting, Dan Turner, Executive Director of the San Luis Obispo Fire Safe Council, had commented on the 
upcoming work on the Hearst Ranch property, beginning with eucalyptus thinning at San Simeon Point, 
followed by Monterey Pine thinning, all of which had been approved last year by the California Coastal 
Commission.  Laura then asked about "progress” regarding the fuel reduction project on the Covell Ranch, to 
which Spencer said he’d been out on the property recently and heard the chipper running, but otherwise could 
provide no further details. 
  
Speaking of land management and care for the natural environment, at this point Michael Thomas, Chair of the 
PROS Committee, stated it might be possible that Fern Canyon may be the first of the Forest Management 
Plans initiated by the District (CCSD).  Concern was expressed regarding the exposed collection line in Fern 
Canyon, and the environmental challenges that would be faced in repairing/replacing the line.  Spencer Gordon 
then commented that work on a forest management project description for the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve will 
begin this Fall.  The UC Berkeley Fire Surrogate 20 Year Study addressing Forest Management was briefly 
acknowledged. 
 
Crosby Swartz reported on an article published by the California Forest Pest Council about the Onnia 
Subtriquetra fungus (Wooley Velvet Polypore) attacking coastal pines. 
 
Michael Thomas then provided some brief comments on the past history of the PROS Committee, which for its 
almost entire existence has been known as the PROS Commission, and background on long time efforts to 
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develop an East Ranch Community Park.  Jeff Wilson added that PROS was now actively involved with the 
County Parks and Recreation Commission, and both he and former PROS Chair and current committee member 
Steve Kniffen attend the monthly meetings of the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
  
Laura then commented on the need for the County being involved in the cleanup of homeless encampments, 
including providing assistance financially. 
  
 At this point the meeting was adjourned at 10:52 AM. 
  
 The next scheduled Cambria Forest Committee is on Friday, April 12th at 10AM via Zoom. 
  
 This summary was written and submitted by CCSD Board member and CFC liaison Harry Farmer. 
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