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Haley Dodson

From: Christine Heinrichs 
Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2025 3:47 PM
To: BoardComment
Subject: Written comment August 14, 2025

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 I requested that the Board consider adopting a resolution opposing recent ICE raids in California, the wording 
for which I adapted from California Senate Joint Resolution 
9,  https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SJR9/id/3259510 

and asked for it to be considered at today’s agenda. You all as elected members of the CSD board took an oath 
to support and defend the constitution of the United States and the State of California. You, President Scott, 
declined: “Under my leadership, the CCSD Board of Directors will not voice political opinions as part of a 
Board meeting agenda.” None of the other directors responded at all.  

This is not a partisan political issue. This is a human rights and public safety issue. Not to take a position is to 
take a position in favor. Silence is assent. Your oath supporting the Constitution requires you to defend our 
basic governing principles.  

We stand at a moment of opportunity to speak up for human rights and the American Constitution. This is our 
opportunity to speak up, against secret police thugs acting under color of authority, masked and unidentified, 
kidnapping community members and disappearing them – to other countries, and to American concentration 
camps. 

Other communities are taking action. Alameda rejected a contract for ICE surveillance. Culver City is actively 
pushing back against these raids. This is not a partisan issue. 

Hundreds of Cambrians took to the streets to protest these raids and other actions of the federal administration. 
Cambria’s district staff who are represented by SEIU Local 620 will appreciate your support for SEIU’s 
statement condemning the detention of SEIU President David Huerta. 

Showing our community’s rejection of these secret police activities is important, even in our small corner of the 
world. I ask you, President Scott, the board, and General Manager McElhenie, who swore the same oath, to put 
this item on the next Agenda and take action as soon as possible.  

Thank you.  

We will now read it into the record. 

Resolution Text 

WHEREAS, California is home to more than 10 million immigrants, the nation’s largest by population and 
proportion, including over 2 million undocumented residents, who enrich our communities, strengthen our 
economy, and contribute to the cultural and social fabric of the Golden State; and 

Susan Ladrie Mackey 
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WHEREAS, Immigrants are deeply rooted in Cambria as a community, Cambria families and workforce, and  

WHEREAS, Deporting a parent or family member has serious detrimental impacts on children, affecting 3.3 
million mixed-status families in California; and 

WHEREAS, Since June 6, 2025, United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), along with armed 
federal agents, conducted military-style immigration raids and arrests at work sites, homes, and public spaces, 
creating a climate of fear among immigrants dropping their children off at school, going to work, attending faith 
services, seeking medical or emergency services, or shopping for essential needs; and 

WHEREAS, Since June 6, 2025, more than 330 people have been arrested in the indiscriminate raids at work 
sites, homes, and public spaces across the County of Los Angeles and dozens more people have been arrested 
across San Luis Obispo County, as well as the Counties of Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura; 
and 

Julia Stanert 

WHEREAS, While conducting immigration raids and arrests, ICE and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
agents sealed off entire streets with the assistance of local law enforcement and the California National Guard, 
utilized unmarked armored vehicles, and conducted warrantless raids in a militarized and indiscriminate 
manner, sparking widespread panic, fear, and terror among immigrant workers, families, and communities; and 

WHEREAS, The recent immigration raids have been heavily militarized, included the unconstitutional 
detention and arrest of residents without due process, disproportionately affected communities of color, 
separated families, undermined public safety and trust in local governments, and deterred families from 
accessing health care, education, and emergency assistance; and 

WHEREAS, Members of Congress were denied access to conduct oversight visits at the federal “B-18” 
detention facility and the Adelanto ICE Processing Center to inspect the conditions of detention, despite their 
right to do so under federal law, and attorneys were repeatedly denied access to people who were arrested 
during the indiscriminate immigration raids and arrests; and 

WHEREAS, The unconstitutional immigration raids and arrests quickly prompted tens of thousands of 
community, labor, and faith protests at multiple locations, including Cambria; and 

Donna Williams 

WHEREAS, The protests were overwhelmingly peaceful, with demonstrators exercising their First Amendment 
rights to oppose the Trump’s Administration’s mass immigration raids and to stand in solidarity with immigrant 
families impacted by these federal actions; and 

WHEREAS, During the course of these protests, Service Employees International Union (SEIU), which 
represents Cambria’s district staff in SEIU Local 620, California President David Huerta was injured, arrested, 
and detained after federal authorities alleged he was obstructing enforcement activities, while union 
representatives and community members assert he was wrongfully arrested while lawfully observing law 
enforcement; and 

Gail Stevens 

WHEREAS, The immigration raids and arrests consist of potential violations of constitutional rights, including 
raids and arrests conducted without warrants and using racial profiling; and 
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WHEREAS, Despite clear evidence that local authorities were fully capable of responding to these events, 
President Trump unilaterally deployed 4,000 California National Guard members and 700 Marines over the 
objection of California Governor Gavin Newsom, with President Trump’s stated intent to crush dissent and 
further intensify and militarize immigration raids and arrests; and 

WHEREAS, The federal escalation appears to be part of a deliberate strategy to provoke chaos, suppress and 
criminalize dissent, and terrorize immigrant communities across California and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, President Trump’s administration has signaled an intention to intensify nationwide immigration 
raids and arrests, creating an ongoing threat and danger to Cambria families,  

WHEREAS, Multiple elected officials, religious groups, labor unions, and advocacy organizations have 
denounced the mass immigration raids and pledged to protect and support immigrant communities; and 

WHEREAS, Immigrants play a vital role in stimulating Cambria’s economy as workers, business owners, 
taxpayers, and consumers. Their contributions boost county and local economic growth; and 

Diane Demarco 

WHEREAS, Immigrants help power San Luis Obispo County and Cambria’s economy. Immigrants make up 
nearly one-half of California’s agricultural workers, and fuel key local industries, such as construction and 
hospitality; and 

WHEREAS, California’s immigrants contributed $8.5 billion in state and local taxes in 2022 and play a vital 
role in stimulating the state’s economy; and 

WHEREAS, On June 12, 2025, President Trump announced that changes where coming and that “Our great 
Farmers and people in the Hotel and Leisure business have been stating that our very aggressive policy on 
immigration is taking very good, long time workers away from them, with those jobs being almost impossible 
to replace,” but on June 16, 2025, the United States Department of Homeland Security and ICE told staff that it 
must continue to conduct immigration raids at agricultural businesses, hotels, and restaurants, creating a 
whiplash of confusion that continues to wreak havoc on our economy, agricultural industry, and small 
businesses; now, therefore, be it 

Kelly Teevan 

Resolved by the Board of the Cambria Community Services District, That the Board hereby strongly condemns 
the mass immigration raids, targeting of immigrant workers and families, and the militarized federal response in 
California. The Board denounces President Trump’s deployment of military forces to suppress community 
protests and engage in immigration enforcement operations; and be it further 

Resolved, That Cambria Community Services District stands with immigrant families, workers, and community 
leaders, and will not tolerate the terrorizing of our neighborhoods under the guise of “enforcement;” and be it 
further 

Resolved, That Cambria Community Services District rejects the criminalization of peaceful protest and 
reaffirms the constitutional rights of all residents to organize, demonstrate, and demand justice without fear of 
violent retaliation; and be it further 

Richard Hawley 
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Resolved, That the Cambria Community Services District Board affirms its commitment to safeguarding the 
rights and safety of all Cambrians, regardless of immigration status, by upholding the fundamental principles of 
equal treatment, due process, and civil liberties under the law; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Cambria Community Services District Board supports the expansion of legal services and 
emergency response resources to protect workers, children, and families affected by immigration enforcement; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Cambria Community Services District Confidential Administrative Assistant transmit copies 
of this resolution to the President and Vice President of the United States, to the Secretary of State, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to the Majority Leader of the Senate, 
to each Senator and Representative from California in the Congress of the United States, for appropriate 
distribution. 
 

Item 4.A Sheriff's Department Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

How does the Sheriffs Department plan to manage ICE invasions? How do you advise the public to react? 
Thank you. 

 

Item 4.C. CCSD Fire Chief's Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Comments have been posted on social media about the fencing interfering with wildlife corridors. How are you 
accommodating the deer? Thank you. 

Item 5A July Expenditure Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Legal costs so far this year, for District Counsel Tim Carmel, at $13,500 a month, plus additional charges of 
$23,901.84, plus Liebert Cassidy Whitmore labor law charges of $24 990.50, leading to a total of $143,392.34 for the first 
seven months of 2025. How much legal trouble is the district in? Is there any way these costs can be reduced? Is this the 
best way to spend district money? 

What kind of financial planning is the district getting for the $20,250 three-year subscription to Muniworth, in 
addition to the monthly $1,893.85 the district pays to Optimized Investment Partners to manage its invested 
money. How do these costs figure into Return on Investment? 

What is the $528,346.69 to Special District Risk Management Authority for? Is this insurance 
premiums? That’s more than half a million dollars. That would buy a lot of Vets Hall repairs.  

Item 6A Submitting an Amended EWS/SWF/WRF Project Description for the Coastal Development 
Permit application to the county 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

The journey on this application is long. Now, biological reports are again being done. I await them, and the 
county’s response to them. Two, two-hour observations per quarter were never going to satisfy the requirement 
for baseline population data of threatened species.  
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Are these documents being submitted piecemeal, as County Planner Jeremy Freund specifically asked the 
district NOT to do? I ask the board to take note of the reliance on Zero Liquid Discharge, which is having 
problems and failed at its Piru test site. Whether it works, and if it does, what it will cost the district, are not 
trivial concerns. While economic impact is not required for the CDP application, costs are of interest to the 
public and should be of concern to the board. 

The district passed the county’s first 90-day deadline last week. Has the district requested the 90-day extension 
that Mr. Freund cited?  

Note that operating expenses for the EWS/SWF/WRF, which is not operating, in the budget for the coming year 
are more than $1.3 million.  

I ask the board to consider yet again whether pursuing this project is the best use of Cambria’s resources. Thank 
you.  

Item 6.D Approving a Will-Serve Letter for new construction, Minor Use Permit/Coastal Development 
Permit C-DRC2025-00020 (Broersma) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Despite the fact that “NCAP acknowledges that Cambria has a severely limited water supply that has long been 
recognized as inadequate to serve new development,”(Devon Jackson Coastal Planner Central Coast District, 
October 1, 2024, https://www.cambriacsd.org/files/f5062dbc6/Exhibit+13+-
+CCC+Letter+to+Jeremy+Freund.pdf) and the Coastal Commission’s determination that “There were originally 
some 64 of these grandfathered pipeline projects, but there are no more such pipeline projects remaining today.” 
(Hadian W32e 11/9/2019 https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2019/11/W32e/w32e-11-2019-report.pdf), 
the district is determined to continue approving new construction permits. This MUP is another, backed up by 
copious documents and behind a court decision that allowed two new construction projects. The contention that 
the EWS/SWF/WRF will provide water to serve new construction is based on operating the facility, which 
relies on disposing of the brine, see above Item 6A, ZLD, which isn’t yet working, and storing the brine to send 
it out of town for disposal, which would cost millions. Please consider Cambria’s lack of water to serve new 
connections and recommend against approving this permit. Thank you. 

 

Item 6.E District Maintenance Responsibilities for the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

What Kitty and the others said.  

The current budget recommendation for Fiscalini Ranch Preserve maintenance is inadequate. Cutting the 
maintenance budget from $50,000 to $15,724, nearly 70% cut, will have serious effects on this jewel of 
Cambria’s landscape.  

Fiscalini Ranch Preserve enhances life for all Cambrians, and attracts visitors. U.S. News and World Report 
called it out in its list of 21 Nicest Charming Towns in California. https://travel.usnews.com/gallery/beautiful-
small-towns-in-california?onepage  

As Utilities Manager Jim Green pointed out at the July 17 meeting, the cost of deferred maintenance is high. 
Reducing maintenance does not save money. It costs the district money, as conditions deteriorate and require 
more care when ultimately addressed in the future.  
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Generous donors support Fiscalini Ranch Preserve, but those donations are not enough, and the Preserve 
deserves community support. It is an asset to all of us, and important habitat for Cambria’s wildlife.  

Please examine Cambria’s finances and find financial support for Fiscalini Ranch Preserve.  

Item 8.D Utilities Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

$10,000 to UTILIS ASTERRA leak detection system. What did the district get for the Asterra Leak 
Detection Satellite the district paid $101,000 for in June, the Option B Prevent level of service for two 
years? Is this in addition to that? Page 337 documents savings, in dollars, water and greenhouse gases. 
Could we get some clarification on this expenditure? 

The June Expenditure Report paid $26,850.79 for two charging stations. Where’s the other one?  

Please, bring the electric tractor and show it off to us! 

 

Item 10 Future Agenda Items 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Please add the proposed Resolution read during Public Comment to the next available regular meeting 
agenda. Thank you. 

Item 11, Closed Session for a Performance Evaluation of GM McElhenie 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

I ask the board to reflect on whether Mr. McElhenie is carrying out their policy goals, and whether he is serving 
the best interests of Cambria. The comments you have heard in today’s meeting should give you several areas to 
discuss: the skatepark, the EWS/SWF/WRF CDP and the project itself, Cambria’s financial management. His 
continued tenure in holding a second job should move toward resolution, choosing Cambria or his other 
position. Thank you. 

  

 

 

--  
Christine Heinrichs 
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