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Haley Dodson

From: Lori Slater 
Sent: Wednesday, August 27, 2025 3:10 PM
To: BoardComment
Subject: Keep I.C.E. out of our community

Dear President Scott and Directors Farmer, Thomas, Dean and Gray, 
 
Please make a written statement which indicates that Cambria does not abide by the actions of the 
Immigration and Cusroms Enforcement in our community.  
 
The evidence is clear that the community of people who are of Mexican descent is now a long- standing, 
integral part of Cambria. They are the face of Cambria, more than the part-timers who have second and 
third homes here. They are basically the backbone of our labor force as well as the majority of Coast High 
School graduates. 
 
Please keep Cambria safe from I.C.E. meddling. I respectfully ask that you make a statement to the 
effect that Cambria citizens do not want I.C.E. In our community. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Lori Slater 















Christine Heinrichs September 11, 2025 CSD Regular Meeting  

Public Comment 

Item 5A Public Safey Sheriffs Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

How does the Sheriffs Department plan to manage ICE invasions? How do you advise the public 

to react? Thank you. 

Item 6A Consent Agenda August Expenditure Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Please ask for further explanations of the following items in the August Expenditure Report: 

Andrew Thomson for Water Department and Wastewater goods and services, Total: $44,629.47. 

Is this part of the PG&E Sustainable Solutions Turnkey improvements to the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant? No payments have been made from the Bank of New York Mellon account 

designated for SST payments. 

Badger Meters get $3,339.09 monthly for the new meter readings, plus $ 816 annual service fee. 

$4,988.42 to Core & Main for Badger meter lids and other hardware.  

$458,612.50 interest on the above-mentioned $12.1 million Certificates borrowed for SST 

improvements. Is this an annual payment? How much has this debt cost Cambria? 

$ 6,892.50 to Cannon Corporation for work on the San Simeon water line. How’s that project 

coming along? Cambria’ sole water supply line has been a temporary line for nearly four years.  

The district kept Carmel & Naccasha, the district’s legal counsel, busy, with $393.60 for the Fire 

Department and $10,092.72 for Water Department consulting, on top of the usual $13,500 

monthly retainer, bring it to a total of $23,986.32 in legal costs. Plus, $1,009 in legal fees to 

Liebert Cassidy Whitmore, the district’s HR legal firm, for a Client Matter. Year to date, my 

observation, the district has paid $168,387.66 in legal fees. The district also paid Municipal 

Resource Group $3,120 for HR Coaching and Consulting. Maybe that will help reduce the 

district’s legal costs. These expenses seem overly weighted toward legal and administrative 

costs, starving other departments of funding. Does the board have any concern about these costs? 

$10,583.74 to CIO Solutions for setting up and maintaining district computers. In July, CIO 

Solutions got $15,547.33 for “managed IT services.” What’s complicating office systems to cost 

thousands a month? 

$5,093.68 to Granicus, an AI service for Peak Agenda Management and an annual fee. 



$500 to Atascadero for advising the district on Prop 218 issues. Thanks, Atascadero! The district 

often makes mistakes on Prop 218 protests. Shouldn’t this be covered by the $13,500 legal 

retainer to District Counsel Tim Carmel? 

EWS/SWF WRF expenses in August: $8,300 to Civil Design Studio for an Access Road 

Design & Grading/Drainage Plan for the EWS/SWF/WRF. Yet more expenses for the non-

operating EWS. And $4,050 to Cleveland Biological for the biological studies required for the 

EWS/SWF/WRF. At least I haven’t heard her call it a WURF, as Kevin Merk, the other 

biological consultant called it. And $5,000 to MBS Land Surveys for a Topo Survey & Plot 

Record for the EWS/SWF/WRF Driveway. $552.75 to SWCA for Coastal Development Permit 

services. $329,712.04 semi-annual loan repayment, of which $105,093.14 is interest, 

$224,045.00 goes to principal, leaving a loan balance of $4,914,984 still owing. Operating 

expenses for the EWS/SWF/WRF, which is not operating, for the coming year are more than 

$1.3 million.  

$427.50 to California Water for drinking water and new stands for the dispensers for district 

staff. The staff doesn’t drink the water they are serving to the public.  

$1,165.14 to De Lage Landen Financial Solutions. Is this yet another financial planner? 

Optimized Investment Partners got their monthly $1,833.02 fee for managing the district’s 

investments. In July, it was $20,250 for a three-year subscription to Muniworth, revenue 

management and forecasting, following a similar $20,250 payment in May for an annual 

subscription. How often does this $20,250 charge recur? None of these financial advisers is 

going to advise the district to stop paying them. That’s $40,500 for financial advice to a single 

company. The district cut Fiscalini Ranch’s maintenance budget by $35,000, claiming lack of 

money. Please clarify why the district paid twice for this subscription. 

$57,305.03 for the monthly PG&E bill. Utilities Manager Jim Green says PG&E got a rate hike, 

causing the increase in the monthly bill.  

$70,330.41 to SLO County Fire and Cal Fire for Cost Reimbursement. What’s the district’s 

relationship with Cal Fire? Maybe the district should contract with Cal Fire instead of having its 

own department.  

$8,153.73 in the catch-all Umpqua credit card account. Includes $218.66 in Uber rides for 

General Manager McElhenie.  

Item 7F Zero Liquid Discharge Pilot Project 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

The narrative for the agenda item states that “The proposed Cambria pilot is part of a 

series of pilots that will be carried out across the State of California…” Please list them. 



Please include cost estimates for the four to six trucks daily, up to nine during peak 

operations, for hauling and disposing of the brine. 

The public is aware that if the ZLD project is effective, no reliable cost estimates are yet 

available for construction and operation of a ZLD facility. Previous discussions have cited costs 

in the millions.  

I look forward to October 6, which is cited as the “tentative” start date for the fourth year.  

Item 11 Future Agenda Items:  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

I renew my request to add the Resolution on ICE raids to the next regular meeting agenda.  

Item 12, Closed Session for a Performance Evaluation of GM McElhenie 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

What is the board reviewing with Mr. McElhenie every month? Performance reviews are usually 

annual. The board could require him to give up his other job and focus his attention on Cambria, 

or they could release him and seek another professional. His failure to advance the skatepark and 

cutting maintenance at Fiscalini Ranch while hiring yet another financial consultant suggest he’s 

out of touch with Cambria’s community needs. 

 




