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May 5, 2025 

 

Matthew McElhenie 

General Manager 

Cambria Community Services District 

1316 Tamsen Street, Suite 201 

Cambria, CA 93428 

 

Subject: Information Hold Letter No 2 DRC2013-00112 (Cambria Community Services District) Development 

Plan / Coastal Development Permit  

  

To Matthew McElhenie: 

 

Your application has been reviewed by the Department of Planning and Building, and the information that 

is on the attached list is required before it can be accepted as complete for processing, as required by 

California Government Code Section 65943. 

 

You can help expedite the review process by making sure all the information listed below is submitted at 

one time, and that the re-submittal package has the project number on a cover sheet.  If the requested 

information is not received within 90 days of this letter, your application will be deemed withdrawn 

(pursuant to Section 23.02.056(a) of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance). You may request an additional 

90-day extension in writing if more time is needed to complete the information for re-submittal. 

 

Upon the submittal of this information your application can be accepted as complete for processing and 

staff will begin its environmental determination pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. 

During the environmental review process, you may be asked to provide additional information.   

 

Your application is subject to a discretionary review process. A discretionary permit requires the review and 

approval of the Administrative Hearing Officer, the Subdivision Review Board, the Planning Commission or 

the Board of Supervisors. A discretionary permit may be approved, approved with conditions or denied. 

Application for a discretionary permit does not guarantee approval, whether a project complies with all 

applicable standards or has been recommended for approval. All decisions on discretionary permits can 

be appealed to the Board of Supervisors, who will then make the final decision on the project. 

 

If you have any questions concerning these requirements, please contact me at (805) 781-5621 or via email 

at jfreund@co.slo.ca.us . 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jeremy Freund, Project Manager  
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Items Required for Acceptance 

Based upon preliminary review, the items in this list are required before your project can be 

accepted as complete for processing. 

 

PLAN INFORMATION / PROJECT CLARIFICATION 

 

 

PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Project Description 

a. Need to include road access improvements in project scope of work.  

2. Plan Set for Development Plan 

a. Please provide overall site plan identifying initial installation of facilities from 

Emergency Permit and proposed new facilities. Plans shall comply with section 

23.02.034 - Development Plan standards and includes existing uses (original 

permitted structures) and proposed. 

b. Please Identify the location of the four new brine storage tanks (60,000 gallons 

capacity each) if ZLD facility is not approved include in proposed area of disturbance.  

3. Ground Disturbance (23.05.024 Grading Plan, 23.05.042 Drainage Plan) 

a. Project description states 50 CY of new earthwork and disturbing 3.83 acres. Please 

provide grading plan identifying area of disturbance. The proposed new disturbance 

includes removal of pond liner (3.6 acres) and installation of Zero Liquid Discharge 

facility (0.23 acres). Please provide a grading and drainage plan and include the total 

ground disturbance estimations for the project as a whole, including the disturbance 

resulting from construction activities associated with initial facilities and proposed 

facilities. 

b. Please provide roadway improvements plans including tree inventory (trunk size, 

type).   

c. Please include a table identifying all site disturbance areas (initial installation 2015, 

proposed new facilities, and offsite improvements) and include total cut/fill in cubic 

yards of each.  

Advanced Water Treatment Plant (50 CY Cut & Fill) 

Pipeline line installation (200 CY Cut& Fill) 

Pond (3 acres of disturbance) 

 

4. Sedimentation and Erosion Control (23.05.036) 

a. Please provide a sedimentation and control plan for the project as a whole, including 

the disturbance resulting from construction activities associated with the installation 

and removal of the test injection well, the monitoring well, the outfall connection 

pipeline, the water storage tanks, and the temporary above ground pipeline. Provide 

plan that includes new components (removal of pond liner, spray evaporators, ZLD 

facility, pipeline extension of San Simeon Creek lagoon).  
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5. 23.05.104 Site Access and Driveway Requirements 

a. Provide plans in compliance for site access. San Simeon Creek road is a county 

maintained road, see Public Works comments. Please provide copy of proposed 

roadway improvements, grading plan, including trees (type, size), include grading site 

disturbance calculation in overall project scope. Provide biological/botanical studies 

of the impacted area. Please provide compliance with 100 year flood zone 

requirements.  

 

NORTH COAST AREA PLAN 

 

Combining Designations NCAP outside of Urban and Village Reserve Lines: 

 

CZLUO and Coastal Plan Policies 

Several provisions within CZLUO requires special finding for the project and requires feasibility study. 

Please consult with project biologist to provide feasibility study (siting) as well as required findings for 

the project. Below is the summary of applicable Title 23 and Coastal Plan Policies that are applicable 

to the proposed project.   

 

6. CZLUO 23.08.288 (d) (Public Utility Facilities) 

a.  Section does not allow public utility facilities located within prime agricultural soils, 

ESHA, or Hazard findings, unless a finding is made by the approval body. Applications 

for Public Utility Facilities in the above sensitive areas shall include a feasibility study, 

that includes constraints analysis, and analyze alternative locations. Please provide 

feasibility study.  

 

7. CZLUO 23.04.050 (Non-Agricultural Uses In The Agricultural Land Use Category) 

a. Supplemental non-agricultural uses may be established only if the following findings 

are made by the applicable approval body: 

(1) For prime soils, it has been demonstrated that no alternative project site exists except 

on prime soils; and 

(2) The least amount of prime soils possible will be converted; and 

(3) The proposed use will not conflict with surrounding agricultural lands and uses. 

Please provide analysis to support the findings above.  

 

8. CZLUO 23.07.164 (Sensitive Resource Area Permit and Processing Requirements) 

a. Project is located within the Sensitive Resource is San Simeon Creek Lagoon. 
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b. Any land use permit application within a Sensitive Resource Area shall be approved 

only where the Review Authority can make the following required findings: 

 

(1) The development will not create significant adverse effects on the natural features of 

the site or vicinity that were the basis for the Sensitive Resource Area designation, and 

will preserve and protect such features through the site design. 

 

(2) Natural features and topography have been considered in the design and siting of all 

proposed physical improvements. 

 

(3) Any proposed clearing of topsoil, trees, or other features is the minimum necessary 

to achieve safe and convenient access and siting of proposed structures, and will not 

create significant adverse effects on the identified sensitive resource. 

 

(4) The soil and subsoil conditions are suitable for any proposed excavation; site 

preparation and drainage improvements have been designed to prevent soil erosion, 

and sedimentation of streams through undue surface runoff 

 

Please provide analysis to support the findings above. Exhibit 10, 10.2, Exhibit 1 

does not provide enough information to clarify/support the findings.  

 

9. CZLUO 23.07.172 (Wetland)  

a. Project is located near a wetland.  

 
b. Open space easement required: A land use or construction permit for a structure 

larger than 1000 square feet in floor area shall not be approved on a parcel of one 

acre or larger that contains a wetland, unless the property owner first grants the 

county or an approved land trust an open space easement or fee title dedication of 

all portions of the site not proposed for development, as well as the entire wetland. 

Provide if providing open space easement on remainder of the site.  
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10. CZLUO 23.07.174 (Streams and Riparian Vegetation) 

a. Structures that divert all or a portion of streamflow for any purpose, except for agricultural 

stock ponds with a capacity less than 10 acre-feet, shall be designed and located to not 

impede the movement of native fish or to reduce streamflow to a level that would 

significantly affect the production of fish and other stream organisms. 

11. CZLUO 23.07.176 (Terrestrial Habitat Protection) 

a. Project is located adjacent to or within a Terrestrial Habitat, see below:  

 
b. Vegetation that is rare or endangered, or that serves as habitat for rare or endangered 

species shall be protected. Development shall be sited to minimize disruption of habitat. 

The proposed filtrate line to lagoon surface discharge is located in the terrestrial habitat 

area. How is it being protected?  

 

OTHER DEPARTMENTS / AGENCIES 

Project referral from other agencies have not been received.  You will be notified upon receipt of 

any responses requesting additional information. 
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