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Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Increases to 
Water, Sustainable Water Facility, and Sewer Rates 

(Si le gustaria recibir este documento en Español, por favor llame a CCSD (805) 927-6223.) 
 

Cambria Community Services District (CCSD) is proposing to increase water and sewer rates on July 1, 2019 as illustrated on 
the reverse side of this notice. The rate increases are authorized by CCSD Resolution 27-2018, adopted on October 4, 2018 
in accordance with Proposition 218. 

The Board of Directors will consider final approval for the July 1, 2019 increase at the regular meeting of May 23, 2019 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Cambria Veterans Memorial Building, at 1000 Main Street, Cambria, CA 93428. 

Rate Increases Needed to Fund Investment in Aging Infrastructure 

CCSD’s water and sewer utilities rely primarily on revenues from service charges to fund the costs of providing service. As 
such, water and sewer rates must be set at levels adequate to fund the costs of operating and maintaining CCSD’s water 
and sewer systems to support safe and reliable service. This includes costs for repairing and replacing aging infrastructure. 
Many of CCSD’s facilities are approaching the end of their useful operating lives and are in need of rehabilitation and 
replacement. These facilities include old water and sewer pipelines, water pump stations, sewer lift stations, and CCSD’s 
aging wastewater treatment facilities.   

Additional infrastructure improvements are needed to comply with regulatory requirements, including capital 
improvements to CCSD’s Sustainable Water Facility and wastewater treatment plant. The proposed rates are designed to 
phase in funding for capital improvements over the next three years, with the goal of supporting an ongoing funding stream 
adequate to gradually address CCSD’s infrastructure needs.   

Proposed Water Rates 

CCSD’s water rates include both 1) fixed charges levied on each account regardless of water use, and 2) water quantity 
charges billed based on metered water use in each billing period. Residential customers pay a uniform fixed charge per 
account plus water quantity charges billed via three graduating rate tiers, with water purchased first in Tier 1 and then 
subsequently in higher tiers that are more expensive as water use increases.  Commercial rates include fixed charges that 
vary by meter size – with higher charges for customers with larger meter sizes that place more demand on the water system 
– plus a uniform volumetric rate for all water use.  Quantity charges are billed in units of one hundred cubic feet (ccf), with 
1 ccf equal to approximately 748 gallons. 
 
Proposed Sustainable Water Facility Rates 
In 2014, CCSD adopted Emergency Water Supply Charges designed to fund the costs of financing and operating CCSD’s 
Sustainable Water Facility (SWF), a brackish groundwater desalination system built to provide a supplemental water supply 
during periods of water supply shortages. The rates included ongoing charges levied throughout the year as well as 
additional operating surcharges authorized to be levied only during periods when the SWF is operating to provide a 
supplemental water supply. 
 
The proposed charges include both 1) fixed charges levied on each account regardless of water use, and 2) quantity charges 
billed based on metered water use in each billing period. Residential customers pay a uniform fixed charge per account. 
Commercial and other non-residential customers pay fixed charges that vary by meter size. SWF quantity charges are billed 
via three graduating rate tiers, with water purchased first in Tier 1 and then subsequently in higher tiers that are more 
expensive as water use increases. Quantity charges are billed in units of one hundred cubic feet (ccf), with 1 ccf equal to 
approximately 748 gallons.    
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Proposed Sewer Rates 
CCSD is proposing to adopt sewer rate increases. The proposed rates include both 1) fixed charges levied on each account regardless of usage, and 2) sewer 
quantity charges billed based on metered water use in each billing period. Sewer quantity charges for commercial customers vary based on wastewater class and 
strength, with lower charges for customers with lower-strength wastewater and higher charges for customers with higher-strength wastewater, which costs 
more to process and treat in order to comply with CCSD’s wastewater discharge permit requirements. 

Class 1 includes lower strength accounts including professional offices, retail stores, laundromats, & schools.  

Class 2 includes all other commercial accounts (with standard/domestic strength wastewater) that are not classified as either Class 1 or Class 3. 

Class 3 includes accounts with moderate to high wastewater strength including restaurants, hotels with restaurants, bakeries, mortuaries, markets with meat/seafood/food 
prep/garbage grinders, and mixed-use accounts with an estimated 30% or more sewer discharge from higher strength wastewater flow. 

Note:  1 ccf = 100 cubic feet, or approximately 748 gallons. 

CCSD reserves the right to assign commercial customers to the class that best matches their wastewater strength. 


